
The Second Sunday before Lent – a liturgy for worship at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Today, we revisit the ‘Christmas Gospel’ which tells of the wonderful creative work of
God through Jesus Christ, that Christ was with God from the beginning and all things
have been created through him.  This mystery is clearly echoed in our other two
readings and the psalm.  Among other responses to these accounts must be a
developing sense of the inherent sacredness of the world, the cosmos, the creation,
and our duty to respect, protect and to love it. Christ, the illuminating light that
enlightens all things makes it possible for us to see things as they really are, and to
see like him and with the same infinite compassion and care.

Act of Penitence
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  Let us
turn to the light and confess our sins.

God our Father, you sent your Son, full of grace and truth:  forgive us our failure to
recognize his presence in our lives and world.
Lord, have mercy.

Jesus our Saviour, you came to your own, and your own people did not accept you:
forgive our failure to receive you.
Christ, have mercy.

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:  forgive the
hardness of our hearts.
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to himself and cleanse us from
all our sins, that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows or some other hymn of praise

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own
image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your
children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the book of Proverbs (8:1 & 22-31)

Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?
The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago.

Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.

Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits of soil.
When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his
command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him,
like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104: 26 – 37

O Lord, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you have made them all;  the earth

is full of your creatures.

There is the sea, spread far and wide, and there move creatures beyond number,

both small and great.
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There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan, which you have made to play in the

deep.

All of these look to you to give them their food in due season.

When you give it them, they gather it; you open your hand and they are filled with

good.

When you hide your face they are troubled; when you take away their breath, they

die and return again to the dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the

earth.

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works;

he looks on the earth and it trembles; he touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will make music to my God while I have my

being.

So shall my song please him while I rejoice in the Lord.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  Alleluia.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians (1: 15 – 20)

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him
and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross.

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
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Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, Alleluia!
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John        (1: 1 – 14)

Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Having informed you last Sunday that with the feast of the Presentation of the Lord
in the Temple, or Candlemas, that Christmas and its long tail of a season called
Epiphany, were now well and truly over, our lectionary compilers have presented us
today with, would you believe it, the great Gospel of Christmas! Like the message of
Christmas itself, this is indeed a mystery. Perhaps they wanted us to continue with
the themes of light that are so much of a feature of the Christmas and Epiphany
seasons, and which remain with us today and next Sunday before we enter the more
subdued weeks of Lent. The truth is, however, that we can never really get away
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from the good news of the glory, the light, that Christ brought into the world as we
journey through the Christian year in worship. Even in the darker days of Lent when
we consider the cost of God’s initiative in Christ, when we journey as it were with
him to the cross of suffering, we can always see the light of resurrection shining
through it all.

In our readings today we are taken back to the very beginning, not of Jesus’ life on
earth but of eternity. The first words of our Gospel reading remind us of the very
first words of the Bible: ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’
The passage from the prologue of the Gospel of John can justly be called an
introduction to the whole New Testament. We are introduced to the concept of God
the Word, capital W, from the Greek word ‘Logos.’ John and the Greek-speaking
world found this term useful in trying to explain the creative activity of God. God
the Word means God as God has revealed God-self in the universe and in a way that
we can understand, even if only dimly. We are used to referring to the Bible as ‘the
word of God.’ Yet to understand the Logos as John uses it means that the creation
itself is a supreme revelation of the word of God. The Franciscans call the creation
the ‘first Bible’ written billions of years before the books we call the Bible. Some
even go as far as to say that the creation is the physical body of the God who was
once pure spirit. I’m not entirely comfortable with that image, but I do affirm that
‘everything visible, without exception, is the outpouring of God, and that Christ is a
word for the divine creative activity as John tells us, ‘all things came into being, and
not one thing had its being except through him.’ 1

So while creation is not itself the Christ, it does nevertheless have a sacramental
function. Creation is an icon, an image of Christ. It is a visible and physical window
into the world of God and cannot be separated in our thinking and our devotion of
God. St Paul writes in his letter to the Romans: ‘Ever since the creation of the world
God’s eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been
understood and seen through the things God has made.’ (1: 20)

This is a cautionary lesson for us as we face such things as climate change and
pollution on this planet. An understanding of the Christ mystery as outlined in our
readings today should be enough to inform us how very sinful is the human ravaging
of our earthly home, the very place we stand on and that gives us life. We Christians
for the most part have not taken this world seriously because our notion of God and
salvation did not include or honour the physical universe. But if we understand that
the creation is itself an outpouring and sign and sacrament of the presence of God,
we human beings will surely change our thinking and our ways. 2

Of course, we human beings are a very important part of this creation. We too are
incarnate forms of the presence of God, whether or not we are aware of it. The
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coming of Jesus was God’s initiative for enabling humanity to realise its divine calling
and destiny. John’s almost startling declaration is that the Word who was with God
and is God ‘became flesh,’ came to live among us in the person of a certain Jesus of
Nazareth. In him God’s glory was revealed though not everyone was able to see it,
or not able to accept him. Glory means the visible presence of God, and so in the
person of Jesus the Christ, humanity is being shown its birthright, its call to make
God visibly present in the created world.

Jesus was unique, but he was not a one-off, which has been the tendency for many
Christians to believe. In Jesus we see God, but we have perhaps turned Jesus too
much into a god to be worshipped rather than as he intended, as an example to
follow. Jesus’ call was always, ‘follow me.’ Jesus is the key to our true humanity, our
identity as children of God. By following him we learn how to be God-like, to be
loving, compassionate, inclusive. We enable his words, his values, his life, to
continue to ‘take flesh,’ to be more and more incarnated in our lives. We are the
Body of Christ on earth now, his very flesh and blood through which to touch and
heal and bless others, and to care for the world, creature and creation, that God
made for us and loves.

Week by week (in normal times), we come together as the children of God, to the
Eucharist, to be encouraged, nourished and renewed in our human yet divine
vocation – to be Christ’s Body, Christ’s visible presence with the intention that
everyone else may come to share in that calling, because in reality there is not a
single soul alive who is not possessed by the Christ. The only problem is that many
or most are not aware of it. Their eyes and hearts have not yet been opened to his
presence. So we have the awesome responsibility of showing them the way. We
have to become light shining in darkness to those with whom we relate, and ensure
that we are not obstacles for them to stumble over.

As Christians, Christ-ones we have to recognize that we ourselves are the most
important evidence for the reality and love of God. We ourselves are the only Bible
many will read. We, the Church, and even God will be assessed and judged
according to the way we live and speak and behave. By being open to God’s grace
and love, striving to follow Jesus faithfully every day, we help to ensure that the
Word of God that took flesh in Jesus continues to be present and active in our own
lives. Through him and with him and by living in him we can do our part to enhance
the coming of the kingdom of justice, love and peace that he came to teach about
and demonstrate, that the whole of humanity may truly find life in all its fullness and
joy.
( 1. Richard Rohr, ‘The Universal Christ, p.13; 2.cf p. 46)

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended
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The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds:

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his
love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us bring our prayers to God our Father, who sent his Son to be the light of the
World, bringing to him the needs of the Church, World and ourselves.
Lord hear us …..Lord Graciously hear us

We pray that you will give wisdom to the church worldwide to see the way of her
mission and to always speak words of truth, peace and justice. We pray for our
Bishops Robert, David, Archdeacon David, Canon Medhat and all who minister
within the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar that they will continue to be examples of the
light of Christ. We ask your blessing on John and on all who serve you faithfully in
this parish of St. Francis. We give thanks for our charity shop and the volunteers and
ask your protection and blessing upon them.
Lord hear us …..Lord Graciously hear us

We pray for all governments and their leaders that they have the wisdom and
understanding as they lead their nations. Give them strength to always do right
thing. May those countries at war find peace, may their peoples once again know
how to live without fear. We pray particularly for the people of Burma at this time of
renewed oppression and the elimination of their fledgling democracy. We ask your
blessing on all peacemakers and those seeking just resolutions. We pray for our own
governments of Britain and Spain as they work to contain the Coronavirus and limit
its effects on both people and the economy.
Lord hear us …..Lord Graciously hear us

We pray for all who are sick, injured or awaiting treatment. We ask for healing of
body, mind and spirit especially lifting to you, Margaret Rainton, Petrina Thompson
and Carol Hart.
For those who do not know you and have not sought mercy through the cross we
pray that your light will shine upon them and that they will be made whole through
your love. We pray for those who are nurses, carers and doctors that they will be
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given stamina, patience, and protection particularly those caring for Corona virus
patients.
Lord hear us …..Lord Graciously hear us

We rejoice with those who have passed from this life and are now with you. We pray
for those who miss their earthly presence, may they know your peace.
prayed.
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ.   Amen.

Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us:
Our Father……

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence just sit
in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and across
the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving the
Precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup of
Life, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son who gave
his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I may be
filled with your presence. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
God our creator, by your gift, the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly
paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your Church: may we who are
nourished at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Blessing
The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish,
strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you and with those you love and pray for, today
and always.   Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen.
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