
The Nativity of our Lord – a liturgy for worship on Christmas Day 

(The second service of Christmas Day) 

If you have an Advent wreath with the four candles plus one for Christmas or simply a 
candle on its own, you may wish to  light them (or it) and say the following: 

 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, King of peace:  to you be praise and glory for 
ever.  The new light of your incarnate Word gives gladness in our sorrow, and a 
presence in our isolation.  Fill our lives with your light, until they overflow with 
gladness and praise.  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have come among us.  Help us who live by your 
light to shine as lights in your world.  Glory to God in the highest.  Amen. 
 
Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Today in our worship God tells us something very important about the            
meaning of our Christian faith – that God’s Word is not primarily a written              
scripture or a doctrine. God’s Word is first and foremost a person: In Jesus              
God’s Word and promises are living. God’s Son is our brother and the centre              
of our lives. In Jesus God shows us who he is – a saving, loving God, near to                  
people, sharing our life, our humanity. Let us celebrate today that we already             
have the greatest gift any of us could ever hope to receive. 
 
Act of Penitence 
The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. Let us come to               
the light of Christ confessing our shortcomings in penitence and faith.  
 
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive our failure to                
receive him. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: forgive our               
greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: forgive the             
hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, that you may                

behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all               
your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Act of Praise – the Gloria as follows or some other suitable hymn 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give             
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away                
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the                  
Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most                 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration that our joy in the birth of                 
Christ will last for ever. 
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature             
upon him and as at this time to be born of the Virgin Mary: grant that we, who                  
have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may             
daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah                  (52: 7 – 10)  

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 



and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98: 1 – 7 with refrain: 
 
The Lord has made known his salvation 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. 

His own right hand and his holy arm have won for him the victory. 

The Lord has made known his salvation 

The Lord has made known his salvation; his deliverance has he openly shown in 

the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness towards the house of Israel, 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

The Lord has made known his salvation 

Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; break into singing and make music. 

Make music to the Lord with the harp, with the lyre and the voice of melody. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn sound praises before the Lord, the 

King. 

The Lord has made known his salvation 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews                                     (1: 1 – 4) 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the              
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he                
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is              
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he               
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for             
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as                
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than              
theirs. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 



Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 
and we have seen his glory 

Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John     (1: 1 - 14)  
 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 
 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily 
A mighty river pushes steadily against a logjam, but it cannot break through             
except in trickles and small streams. Then one day, it breaks through fully and              
floods forward on its way. It breaks through at a specific moment in time, but               



it was not created at that moment. It had always been there, pressing,             
pressing, relentlessly. 
 
As with the river, so with the Word (capital W). ‘In the beginning was the               
Word’ says John in the brilliant prologue to his Gospel, his good news story.              
This Word was with God and was God, part of what God is. ‘Word’ translates               
the Greek word ‘logos.’ It is where we get all our ‘ologies’ from, and our logic.                
God the Word, the Logos, is about what is knowable or can possibly be              
understood about the mystery we call God. The Christian name for this Word             
or Logos is Christ. 
 
We come to an understanding of God the Word most of all because at a               
certain moment in time, this Word, the Christ, which had always been there,             
suddenly broke through into human life. A baby was born who became the             
man in whose life and deeds many people came to recognise the love, the              
compassion, the character of God, how God really is. As the writer to the              
Hebrews puts it in our second reading, he appeared to us ‘as a Son’ (S-O-N),               
one ‘who reflected God’s glory, the exact imprint of God’s being,’ God’s nature,             
but in a real and complete human life. As the Gospel expresses it in such               
awesome terms, ‘the Word became flesh, and lived among us.’ The almighty,            
infinite, eternal God became knowable, approachable, touchable, in a human          
life, in the person of one Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
Christmas celebrates the beginning of the event, the breakthrough, in which           
human beings came to experience directly and uniquely the presence of           
ultimate reality, the ground of being that we call God. Christmas celebrates            
that this God desperately, lovingly, wants to be involved with us, wants to             
share our lot, including the sufferings and the setbacks, and it informs us that              
in our living and our dying we are not alone and helpless. How much we need                
to know this good news as we look around and see and feel so much suffering,                
injustice and tragedy in our world!  
  
The God revealed to us in the life of Jesus, is a God who interacts with us, and                  
invites us to live life as God intended, and so discover our full potential as               
human beings. As the Gospel reading stresses, those who choose to follow            
Jesus can discover what it means to be children of God, that is, discover our               
true God-given humanity. It is like a new birth. To follow the Jesus way is to                
find and to share the love, the compassion of God for ourselves and for the               
world, and to live a life that accords with those values. In this way we become                
citizens of the kingdom of God. 



That eternal kingdom which was at the heart of Jesus’ teaching and example, is              
first and foremost about a vision for this life, this world, as the Lord’s Prayer,               
for example, makes perfectly clear: ‘your kingdom come, your will be done on             
earth as it is in heaven.’ It is about living and working for a better life on this                  
earth; it is about embracing the dream of justice, love and peace for everyone,              
and pursuing a way of life that rejects the hatred, bitterness and injustice that              
is far too much part of life as we now see it. The dream that it could be so                   
much different just happens to be the dream of God. Can it possibly become a               
reality for this Earth and for our human story? 
 
The message of the coming of Jesus, the Word of God made flesh, is that, yes,                
indeed it can. But such a world is not going to be imposed from above, so to                 
speak, and clearly we cannot create it on our own. Rather, the coming of Jesus               
is God’s invitation to us to engage in a wonderful but challenging partnership             
with our Creator. We are called to reveal in our lives the divine family likeness               
so that God in Christ can be seen and can work through us, speak through us,                
love through us. We may not always reveal this God or Christ-likeness very             
well. We are always a work in progress. But by seriously endeavouring to             
centre our lives in God after the example of Jesus, we will certainly move              
forward on the journey that he has invited us to undertake, so that we more               
and more come to reflect, to mirror the light of the Word made flesh in our                
own lives, and in a way that draws and invites others to that light which is                
Jesus Christ himself. 
 
Christian life is a continuing journey of transformation: from an old way of             
living to a new way of living. Christmas is a call to everyone: either to begin                
this journey, or if you have already begun but have somehow strayed or             
stalled, the invitation comes to you to recommit and begin again. And if you              
are a continuing faithful pilgrim, may this holy season give you much peace and              
encouragement to keep growing in the Lord. Wherever we are in the Christian             
life, as we share in this celebration today of the Lord’s birth, where, as Christ               
the risen Lord, he is intimately close to us, may we be nourished and              
strengthened with his food for our journey. And may we continue our lives             
with fresh commitment and purpose as Christ-ones, Christians. 
 
A happy and blessed Christmas, or better to say ‘Christ-Mass’ to you all, and              
may the Christ remain with you throughout the New Year and always.  
 
A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

 



The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
God sent his Son to live as a man among us; let us pray in confidence of our 
new life in him. 
 
God of Glory, with the shepherds we kneel in adoration before the wonder of 
your saving love in Christ Jesus. Rejoicing in the birth of our Lord and Saviour 
we pray that your church may be continually reborn, seeing anew each day the 
opportunities of spreading your love to those who do not know you. Bless our 
church around the world especially our Bishops Robert, David and our own 
priest John as they minister in this time of Pandemic. We give thanks for the 
reigning earthly monarchs of Britain and Spain, Elizabeth and Felipe and ask for 
your continuing Grace to be upon them. 
Lord, Hear us …........Lord, Graciously hear us 
 
Light of the world, you made your bed in a borrowed manger. Be with those 
who are in strange places today. We remember the homeless, the refugees, the 
displaced; guard and keep them. Give them comfort and hope and strengthen 
and give courage to those agencies who try to find solutions around the world to 
those in need. 
Lord, Hear us …........Lord, Graciously hear us 
 
Christ the Lord, your loving kindness brings joy and gladness to the frightened 
and anxious. Hold in your tender gaze all who are troubled or sick in anyway. 
May the good news of your birth fill them and us with your light and truth. 
We pray for families and families with whom we celebrate at this happy time, 
give us true love, unselfish desires and grateful hearts. We lift to you those who 
have been separated by the Coronavirus restrictions and cannot celebrate 
together. We pray too for those who have no family or friends and cannot feel 
the joy of Christmas, break into their hearts Lord, we pray that they may know 
they are loved by you. 
Lord, Hear us …........Lord, Graciously hear us 
 
Lord, the heavens declare your righteousness. We give thanks for those now 



departed whose lives bore testimony to your grace and love. We pray for all 
families and friends who miss their loved ones who have gone before, give them 
assurance and confidence in your promise of eternal life and that one day they 
will be reunited in your Heavenly home. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us pray with confidence as 
our Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father….. 
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of 
Bethlehem:  may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words 
and deeds; through him who is Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill and make you partakers of his divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be 
upon you and remain with you (and with those you love and pray for) this 
Christmas Day and always. 
 
Go in peace.  Proclaim the Word made flesh.  Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
 
 



An apology to those of you who followed last Sunday’s liturgy (Advent 4).  At the beginning 
when you were invited to light the Advent candles or a single candle and say the 
following……well, it appears that the ‘following’ failed to materialise!  I hope you have 
forgiven me for this lapse and will have used appropriate words of prayer as you lit the 
candle(s).  Blessings, John 

 
 

 


