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FRINGE LEGEND, CAREER STARTER, and EDINBURGH FRINGE FAVOURITE
29th YEAR of EDINBURGH FRINGE’s LONGEST RUNNING SHOW

‘It’s like the Royal Variety Show of the Fringe’
“Mervyn’s show and his annual Spirit of the Fringe Awards are a worthwhile
reminder of what the Fringe was initially for.”
STEWART LEE
“Radio and television have both tried to copy the Mervyn Stutter ‘Pick of the
Fringe’ format, but they have never done it half as well as the man himself does it
every year in Edinburgh”
MILES KINGTON, THE INDEPENDENT

In 1992, after five years of performing his hugely popular comedy and song shows at
the Edinburgh Fringe, satirical songwriter, comedian, actor, scriptwriter and all round
good guy, Mervyn Stutter, had a lightbulb moment. Realising that the eternal question
on everyone’s lips in Edinburgh in August is, “Have you seen anything good?”, what if
he staged a daily showcase of talent to help people find things that were indeed – good!
Even then, comedy was beginning to dominate but of course there was, and still is,
so much more. So guitar strapped to his back and his trademark pink suit neatly
packed, that year he came into town with a brand new show at the Pleasance
Cabaret Bar and a promise that it would contain ALL Fringe talent. Everything comedy, music, dance, theatre, cabaret, circus and the indefinable - would be up
there, with the only criteria being that it was good. And so was born the longest
running show in the history of the Edinburgh Fringe. Over the years Mervyn Stutter’s
‘Pick of the Fringe’ has hosted an array of rich and exciting talent, some long
forgotten gems and many who, at the very start of their careers, were to become
household names. Mervyn Stutter’s ‘Pick of The Fringe’ encapsulates the very
essence of what makes Edinburgh in August the most exciting place in the world.
Nobody does it like Merv!
All this and The Spirit of the Fringe Awards (The Mervs), which also began in 1992,
making them one of the oldest awards of the Fringe. These seven accolades are
given at the climax of the run at the final show in the Pleasance One on Sunday 25th
August to celebrate the talent, hard work, pluck and sheer doggedness demanded of
performers from all genres on the Fringe to make a show a success. The awards
were created to recognise those who show commitment in the face of little support or
funding or those who, like Mervyn himself, have consistently provided audiences with
quality entertainment over the years.
To book review tickets for this show please contact the Pleasance Press Office
0131 556 6557
press@pleasance.co.uk
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