
Good morning everyone,
We are reaching the climactic point of Easter in our Sunday liturgies where the
joyous impact of the resurrection of Christ begins to give way to his continuing and
more powerful presence on earth through the Holy Spirit. The readings are as
follows:
Acts of the Apostles 10: 44 – 48
Although it is largely lost on us today, we cannot emphasize too strongly how big an
issue was the divide in the earliest days of Christianity between Jew and gentile. The
first Christians, like Jesus himself, were all Jews. Jesus, in spite of his openness to
non-Jews and foreigners, understood his message of the kingdom of God initially at
least to be for his own people. Christianity began as a Jewish renewal movement. At
Pentecost (see Acts 2) the Holy Spirit came down upon the gathered disciples of
Jesus, and then, the pilgrims who heard Peter’s speech and his promise that they too
would receive the Holy Spirit if they repented and were baptised were all Jewish (or
converts to Judaism), whether residents of the Jewish homeland or from abroad.
But here, in today’s reading, there is a ‘second Pentecost.’ A group of gentiles in the
heart of the Jewish homeland are received into Christian fellowship after Peter is
called to visit them. In fact, the Spirit interrupts Peter’s address to them and ‘falls
upon’ the household of Cornelius, the Roman centurion, where this encounter is
taking place. We are given the clear message that it is the Spirit who is admitting
these people to the Church rather than Peter. The Jewish Christian believers who had
accompanied Peter are said to be astonished that gentiles could receive the Holy
Spirit too! In the power of the Spirit, Gospel preaching and sacrament, faith and
fellowship all come together. This event and more would eventually transform the
other apostles and Jewish followers of Jesus.
If we are tempted to think that this division between Jew and gentile is purely an
ancient one and has no bearing on the Church of today, we need to remember that it
has not been long since, in some parts of the Church, segregation existed along racial
lines. So-called Christians, at least those with the power, simply followed the norms
of their secular conditioning and culture and were presumably unable to understand
the inclusive message and meaning of the gospel. We have to take care to ensure that
all who accept the gospel of Jesus Christ are able and welcome to belong to our
fellowship and enjoy our friendship.
1 John 5: 1 – 6
This passage summarises the central theme of the letter. Love is a sign of God’s life at
work within the Christian community. Those who have faith in Jesus as the Christ
and Son of God are born of God. As God’s children they love one another, for love
for God and for God’s children go hand in hand. This is what is meant by keeping the
commandments.
John’s community had experienced some tense relations with outsiders (for example,
see 3: 13). But when Christians face opposition their response must be their faith and
love which enable them to respond with gentleness and care. This is to ‘conquer the



world,’ because faith and love offer a genuine alternative to anger and bitterness.
Those who believe (trust, follow, and live in and for) Jesus make such a victory not
only possible but natural.
Jesus came by water and blood (v.5), which presumably refers to his baptism and his
cross. These are remembered and celebrated in the two principal sacraments, Baptism
and Eucharist, through which the Holy Spirit testifies to the loving, serving and
sacrificial life and death of Christ. The Church, nourished by the Spirit, the water and
the blood is equipped to live the life of Christ in the world.
John 15: 9 – 17
In this long final discourse, the message of love between the Father and the Son,
between the Son and his disciples, and between the disciples themselves, is
magnified. Jesus’ own self-giving love is the pattern for the Church. By following his
instructions and modelling their lives on him, the life of Christ on earth will continue
and be fruitful. The peace, love, and joy that Jesus passes on to his disciples, his
friends, will sustain the Church in a hostile world. As we look at our own lives, the
life our local churches, our denomination or tradition, our world-wide Christian
community, and the challenges of today’s world, how do we respond to this primal
message of the gospel? How well are we doing!?
It is important that we keep the teaching of Jesus and today’s message in particular at
the forefront of our thinking, praying, and doing as we live the Christian life,
allowing the Spirit to direct our hearts. It certainly calls us to humility, and to
patience and tolerance as we relate to brothers and sisters in the faith whose attitude
and behaviour we may feel to be less than ideal. Indeed, reality in the form of human
weakness is often less than ideal but our task must be, with God’s help, to work
patiently, selflessly and prayerfully to transform that reality, always keeping an eye
on our own shortcomings, and in so doing we will hopefully find ourselves
transformed too.
An alternative Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (slightly amended):
Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples to serve the
world in faith and love: help us and all who follow you to obey your command, that
by your Spirit we may draw all people, especially those we know and relate to, to the
fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
This Sunday begins Christian Aid Week. In our worship we will hear something of
their work of service to the needy of the world, and consider an important aspect of
the outworking of today’s message which includes our call as Christians to serve and
pray for those in particular need throughout the world. It is also Rogation Sunday,
providing a related opportunity to pray for our planet and its resources and renew our
commitment to reverence and care for the creation, this visible sign of the presence
and love of God.
Wishing you a blessed Sunday,
Love and prayers



John


