
Good morning everyone,

It is good to be back from holiday (really!). It was a pleasure to begin by celebrating our
patronal festival in a single service at San Eugenio combined with the harvest thanksgiving.
Thank you to all who attended and for your contributions to our collection of food for the
needy. As I mentioned in my homily, the harvest thanksgiving long postdates our patron, St
Francis of Assisi, but it is a festival that we can be sure he would have highly approved of,
given his close relationship with the creation and his heart for the poor. He would also have
identified fully with the related challenging theme that confronts us this coming Sunday. I
look forward to seeing those of you who are here in Tenerife as we resume worship in all
three churches at the usual times. All good wishes and thanks to our friends who are
following and supporting us from abroad.

Amos 5: 6 – 7 & 10 – 15
Amos may be the first of the prophets whose work was written down. He was a shepherd
from Tekoa on the edge of the Judaean desert, quite close to Bethlehem. He flourished
between the years 783 and 740BC. Though not a professional prophet he was sent by God
up to the northern kingdom of the then divided nation where many people were living in
luxury, cheating, defrauding, and oppressing the poor. Their religion had become a sham, a
matter of pure show.
If justice is at the heart of the prophetic calling, Amos is the pioneer. He shows how being
just and righteous is inseparable from care for the poor and needy. A bias to the poor is not
an optional extra for the people of God. It must always be included in the centre of the
Church’s mission.

Psalm 90: 12 – 17
This psalm is a meditation on the contrast between divine stability and human
impermanence and between human sin and divine forgiveness. The message is one of living
contentedly with the chances and changes that human life brings, life lived in the confidence
of God’s stability and care. Whatever our fortunes or misfortunes, the Lord remains our
refuge and strength.

Hebrews 4: 12 – 16
The anonymous author gives a remarkable overview of the gospel, the good news of God’s
love. God’s self-revelation to humanity penetrates every part of our lives, not as a threat,
though judgement is present and demands a response from us through the quality of our
lives, but in hope because God, even knowing everything about us, reaches out to us in love.
In Jesus, God has reached out to us in a special way, bridging any gulf we thought existed
between God and ourselves. In Jesus, God identifies fully with humanity and really knows
what it is to be human. We can now approach God with confidence, and with the assurance
that God pours upon us grace, mercy, and compassion.

Mark 10: 17 – 31
The story of Jesus confronting a man of great wealth, but also of great poverty in terms of
his faith and understanding of the commandments. The passage begins with Jesus talking
about accepting the kingdom of God like a child, that is, to acknowledge our total
dependence on God. For the rich man, his possessions are more important to him than his
wish to inherit eternal life. Are we prevented by money or other material comforts or



anything else that prevents us from giving priority to God, from recognizing our complete
dependence on God, and from loving God and our fellow human beings with total
commitment?

Let us pray to God for the wisdom to follow Jesus without hesitation:

Lord God, comforter of the disturbed and disturber of the comfortable, your living word so
challenges us because you give the first place in your kingdom to the last and the least in our
poor mortal judgement:  you call the poor rich and blessed and ask the rich to become poor.
Give us, we pray, the wisdom of living for the things that really matter. We ask for grace and
courage to follow your Son in embracing the great commandment to love you completely
and love our neighbour as our own self, that we may become secure in your presence and
know how to live this life as you intended us to live it. We ask this through Jesus Christ our
Lord and Saviour.  Amen.

Wishing you every blessing for Sunday and the week ahead.

Love and prayers,

John


