
A couple of years ago during the lockdown, I was having a haircut, a much

needed one. I was relieved that my local hairdresser had reopened for a few

hours a day to deal with a lot of us involuntary long-haired customers. I was

looking at my unfortunate masked self in the mirror when I started thinking

about God, the Holy Trinity (as you do!). Trinity Sunday was approaching.

Although we were not holding services in church at that time, I was sending a

weekly letter and a Sunday service that could be followed at home, so I started

to look for inspiration to write something interesting to those of you on the

receiving end of my mailings. The moment of light came when, Isabel, my

hairdresser, broke the strap of my mask as she tried to move it to cut behind

my left ear. For a brief moment my full face appeared in the mirror. Shock

horror and inspiration came all at once.

I remembered that the Greek word for mask is ‘prosopon.’ It specifically

referred to masks used by actors for their different roles. It is also the word that

was used for ‘person’ in when speaking of the three Persons of the Trinity –

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Except that it didn’t mean ‘person’ as we

understand it in English today, that is, as an autonomous, individual human

being. The Latin translation of ‘prosopon’ is ‘persona.’ It is where we get the

word ‘person’ except that it too meant a mask that a person speaks through.

We use the Latin word in English when we talk about someone’s ‘public

persona,’ for example. As the Oxford dictionary explains, it is the aspect of a

person’s character that is presented to other people. It is their mask, their

disguise, the aspect of themselves that they communicate to others.

When we apply this word in its original sense to the Holy Trinity, it suggests

that God is known because God has communicated to humankind, and in three

primary ways, aspects or dimensions, disguises, if you like. God is naturally a

holy Mystery, but as Fr Richard Rohr teaches, ‘mystery’ is not something that

can never be understood; it is something that can be endlessly understood. In

other words, there is never a point when you can say, ‘I’ve got it.’ It is the

mystery itself that gets you, you become caught up in it. It is experienced

rather than explained.

Another word for God that the early Fathers of the Church used was

‘perichoresis,’ a divine circle dance. It is where we get the word choreography,

literally the sequence of steps and movements in dance. The divine dance,



however, is not exclusive, but invites all to come to the party, to become

partners in God’s eternal dance of love and communion.

Back to my hairdressing experience for a moment. Looking at myself in the

mirror that day, especially when the mask slipped, I was suddenly aware that I

was looking at an image of God. That’s not boasting, it’s pure biblical and

theological fact. Just to make it clear. Isabel, the hairdresser was reflected in

that mirror too. She too is an image of God. I don’t know if she even believes

in God, we haven’t yet had that conversation. Being Spanish and of Latin

American origin she probably does believe at some level. The important

question is, if we human beings are created in the image of God, how do we

reflect the likeness of God, which is something deeper and more challenging?

How do we communicate our divine image to the world? If God is One yet also

plural, it is surely clear that we are called to live, even with our natural

distinctiveness and personal identity, as one: one with God and with each

other, one with everyone on the planet and with the creation itself.

The American theologian, Catherine Mowry LaCugna (1952 – 1997) wrote: ‘The

doctrine of the Trinity is ultimately a practical doctrine with radical

consequences for Christian life. It is the specifically Christian way of speaking

about God, summarizes what it means to participate in the life of God through

Jesus Christ in the Spirit. …..Jesus Christ, the visible icon of the invisible God,

discloses what it means to be fully personal, divine as well as human. The

Spirit of God, poured into our hearts as love (Romans 5: 5, from our second

reading today), gathers us together in the body of Christ, transforming us so

that “we become by grace what God is by nature,” namely, persons in full

communion with God and with every creature……’

God bestows the fullness of divine life in the person of Jesus Christ, and

through Christ and the actions of the Holy Spirit we are made intimate

participants in the life of the living God. That is surely clear in the long prayer

of Jesus in the Gospel of John, especially the verse we read a couple of Sundays

ago: ‘As you Father are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that

the world may believe…..’ Other verses too confirm that we, the disciples of

Jesus are one with him in God and with the world which God loves. If we

choose to participate in the life of God, we will want to be connected, in



relationship with everyone and everything else. We will want to go with the

Trinitarian flow.  We will want to be partners in the divine dance.

This means that we will no longer be able to relate dispassionately to the world

and its sufferings. We will see God everywhere and relate to God everywhere.

This would not be possible if God were purely transcendent, remote, distant.

But God as Trinity equals intimacy, connection, relationship with all that is, and

wants those ‘made in God’s image’ to reflect this: to live according to God’s

nature, reveal God’s likeness, as God’s children, right here and now.

‘Living faith in the God of Jesus Christ means being formed and transformed by

the life of grace of God’s economy: becoming persons fully in communion with

all; becoming Christ to one another, becoming by the power of the Holy Spirit

what God is: love unbounded, glory uncontained.’
(Catherine Mowry LaCugna, God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life

(HarperSanFrancisco: 1991)


