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A Note From Pastor Marty:  A Flock of Lessons...

Dear Members of the Flock:

Fall is the time of year that geese form flocks and 
begin their journey south. Consider the following facts 
about geese and the lessons we can learn from them:

FACT: As geese flap their wings, they create an 
“uplift” for the birds that follow.  By flying in a “V” 
formation, the whole flock adds 71 percent greater 
flying range than if each bird flew alone.

LESSON #1: People who share a common direction 
and sense of community get where they are going 
quicker and easier when they lift each other up along 
the way!

FACT: If a goose falls out of formation, it feels the 
drag and resistance of flying alone.  So, it quickly 
moves back into formation to take advantage of the 
lifting power of the bird immediately in front of it.

LESSON #2: If we have as much sense as a goose, 
we will stay in formation with those headed where we 
want to go.

FACT: When the head goose tires, it rotates back 
into the formation and another goose flies to the point 
position.

LESSON #3: It pays to share leadership and take 
turns doing the hard work!

FACT: Geese flying in formation honk to encourage 
those up front to keep up the pace.

LESSON #4: It is important that our honking be 
encouraging.  Otherwise it’s just – well, honking!

FACT: When a goose gets sick, wounded, or shot 
down, two geese drop out of formation to follow it 

down to help and protect it.  They stay with it until it 
dies or is able to fly again.

LESSON #5: When one of us is down, it’s up to the 
others to stand by us in our time of trouble!

This is a time of transition in Grace’s life.  Pastor 
Courtney is on medical leave and we don’t know when 
she will be able to return.  In the meantime, as your 
interim pastor, I am at the front of the “V” formation 
leading the FLOCK forward, while your Congregation 
Council is busy taking their turns up front, “honking”, 
and “flapping” and making sure the “flock” is secure. 
During this transition it is extremely important for the 
FLOCK to work together.  So, I invite and encourage 
you to apply the above lessons – to find your place 
in the formation – to share the work of the flock – to 
participate in encouraging honking – to volunteer your 
giftedness!  So, where are you in the formation? 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it.  And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership…  (I Cor. 12:27-28)

“Honk!”  “Honk!”
Pastor Marty
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News

Pastoral Acts
Charlie Erzkus was born on November 

12, 2020.  Parents Pastor Courtney, Pastor 
Ben and Alice are all well as Pastor 
Courtney prepares for more aggressive 
cancer treatments. 

Roy Grove passed away on November 6, 2020.  There 
was no official service in accordance with Roy’s wishes.  

Sandy Stauffer passed away on November 8, 2020.  A 
Celebration of Life Service was held on November 13, 
2020 at the Red Lion Cemetery where she was interred.  
The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS officiated. 

Thalia Jones passed away on November 16, 2020.  A 
Private Celebration of Life Tribute was held in Red 
Lion Cemetery where she was interred.  The Rev. W. L. 
Barnes III, STS officiated.

Happy December to everyone.

A quick overview from the Council Meeting.

A reminder the Congregational Meeting has been 
rescheduled for 01/31/2021.  We will have an option for 
you to join by a conference call for the meeting and 
cast your ballot by mail.  However, in order to cast a 
vote you must be in attendance in person or by phone 
for the meeting.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions.

Nominations:  We are still accepting nominations for 
Council for next year

Christmas Eve Services:  We will be having a 6:30 
– Contemporary and 9:30 – Traditional Services this 
year.  We are asking everyone to sign up if you plan on 
attending.  You can do this online, in person, or call the 
office.  It is very important for us to have a count prior 
to Christmas Eve so we can make sure we are taking 
the proper steps to ensure everyone’s safety.

Pastor’s Christmas Gift – We had a number of members 
ask if we could take a collection up for a Christmas Gift 
for Pastor Courtney.  If you are interested please place 
a check in the box outside of the treasurer’s office.  
Please mark on the check how you would like us to 
use the money.  Whatever is collected will be added to 
the $500.00 already committed by Council.

Last but not least, I hope everyone has a joyous and 
wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  In 
closing to quote a line from a famous play, “God bless 
us, everyone.”

God’s Peace-
Joe Turek

Reserve your spots now for 
the Christmas Services.  The 
Contemporary is at 6:30 p.m. 
and the Traditional is at 9:30 
p.m. You can sign up online, in 
person or by calling the office.

Online only via Facebook.com
Dec. 6  –  Second Sunday in Advent
Sermon: “God the Unpredictable One” (based on 

Jeremiah 31:31-34)  *not one of the assigned lessons

In Person - Holy Communion Every Sunday at both 
Services

Dec. 13  – Third Sunday in Advent
Sermon: “Waiting in Living Rooms” (based on 

Second Lesson: I Thessalonians 5:16-24)

Dec. 20 – Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sermon: “Trustingly Surrendering” (based on 

Gospel: Luke 1:28-38)

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve 6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – 
Contemporary  9:30 - Traditional Sermon: “There’s 
Always Room in the Stable” [Accompanied by Power-
point Slides at Contemporary] (based on Gospel: 
Luke 2:1-20)

Dec. 27 – First Sunday of Christmas:  One Service 
at 10:00 a.m. A Service of Lessons & Carols No 
Communion (led by a layperson as Pastor Marty is 
OFF)

December Worship Schedule

Council Update:

We had our first confirmed COVID-19 case at Church.  
We have followed our procedures and contacted 
everyone who could have been in contact with the 
individual.  As a precautionary measure the executive 
committee decided to suspend services for the next 
2 weeks and close Grace Lutheran until December 7.  
During this time, we will sanitize the church building 
in preparation for services to begin on December 13.

As we evaluated the event, I believe our procedures 
worked as planned.  If you have any questions please 
feel free to call me to discuss.

Thanks,  Joe Turek
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Daybreak Dawnings from Pastor Marty
He Came – He Comes – He Will Come Again

Advent Greetings!

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word 
adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation 
of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that 
during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, 
Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism 
of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, 
the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by 
the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), 
his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist 
(John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1). 
During this season of preparation, Christians would 
spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to 
prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little 
connection between Advent and Christmas. By the 6th 
century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent 
to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had 
in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger 
in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds 
as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle 
Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to 
Christ’s first coming at Christmas.  Today the church, 
during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s coming in 
celebration while at the same time looking forward in 
eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom 
when he returns for his people, as well as celebrating 
his constant presence in our midst in Word and 
Sacrament.  

During Advent all three tenses (past, present, and 
future) of our Lord’s Comings are part of our Sunday 
morning celebrations.

HE CAME -- Throughout the O. T. we find prophets 
who longed for and foretold of the coming of the 
Messiah. We Christians believe that the Christmas 
Event – the birth of Jesus – was the fulfillment of God’s 
promise.  One way of understanding the story of Jesus 
is to say that after all those years of God speaking and 
acting through the prophets, the Creator’s head shook 
in heavenly exasperation and God said, “Look, you just 
don’t get it; so I’ll show what I’m all about and how I 
want you to live.   I’ll become one of you!” And so God 
CAME into the midst of humankind in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth.

HE COMES -- We are Christians precisely because 
HE CAME, died and rose for us; and therefore because 
He Comes!  Not just in the past, but in the PRESENT!  
Not just to the disciples, but to you and me today and 
every day!  HE COMES to us: in the Word and the 
proclamation of the Gospel, in bread and wine around 
his table, in the word of forgiveness we receive in the 
liturgy or from one another, and in the fellowship of 
the church, in the very people who will cross our path 
today.

HE WILL COME AGAIN -- This future coming 
has many names: Some call it the “Second Coming.” 
Some the “PAROUSIA.”  Some the “Consummation” 
and “Rapture.”  Some the “final triumph of Jesus 

Christ.” The theologians call the whole subject matter: 
ESCHATOLOGY. In the early church, in addition 
to preparing the faithful for Christmas, Advent also 
became the season of preparation for the Parousia. As 
the one who came to Bethlehem is identical in the faith 
of the church with the one who will come at the end of 
time, so the memory and hope of believers joined and 
then merged the two advents into one. The lessons for 
Advent, therefore, reflect this duality, looking both to 
Christmas and to the Parousia.

Six points can be gleaned from scripture: 1. Contrary 
to the popular Left Behind series of books and movies 
on this subject, which espouse an eschatology of escape 
and the politics of fear, the Second Coming of Jesus is 
a story of HOPE!  2. the biblical talk of the Parousia 
affirms that the God who created and redeemed the 
world will bring this to completion.  It affirms that 
God, not humans, is finally in control.  3. Scripture tells 
us that the end is shrouded in mystery. We don’t know 
when it will happen; or what it will be like.  All we 
know, is that it will come, unexpected, like a thief in the 
night.  4. The consummation, the fulfillment of God’s 
purpose, is consistent with and flows from the work of 
Jesus Christ. We should, therefore, not separate end-
talk from middle-time and past-time talk.  5. Although 
it is outside of history, the consummation takes history 
seriously.  It will indeed happen according to God’s 
schedule. Therefore, it will do us absolutely no good 
to plot the end prematurely, simply because we are 
frustrated and impatient with God, history and the 
world. And personalizing it by saying, “The coming of 
Christ takes place in your heart and that’s all that really 
counts” will not change the truth of scripture.   6. We live 
in the time between the times. We are, therefore, to live 
in the midst of time expectantly and even impatiently 
awaiting the end. Yet we are also to live as if we are a 
part of God’s kingdom and labor for the reconciliation 
of this world to God. The Left Behind series of books 
proclaimed a fatalistic view of the future and a 
degenerative view of history.  But we live in Hope! The 
final triumph of Jesus Christ allows us to wait eagerly, 
because we who know of our Lord’s presence in the 
world which he has redeemed and which he works 
continually to transform. Although Christ will come at 
a time known only to God, he will surely come, and no 
amount of delay or suffering in the interim ought to 
dissuade us from that firm conviction. The expectation 
of that second advent should keep us alert and faithful 
to our Christian duties in the meantime.

Because He Came, we pray: stir up your power, 
O Lord, and come!  Come in the future to fulfill and 
complete your work, but come also in the present, 
filling us with your forgiving Love, equipping us for 
service, transforming our lives that we may be your 
instruments for bringing your kingdom to others. 
We live in HOPE, that the Light will overcome the 
darkness and have the final word.  Maranatha – Come 
Lord Jesus.  Amen.



We have decided to hold 
a December Book Club 
meeting because we love 
reading so much.  We will 
meet in person if possible 
or via zoom if not.  If you 

would like to join us, contact Jennifer Rudolf or Geri 
Jacobs for a copy of the book.  Our December meeting 
is on the 17 at 6:30 p.m.  The book for this month is 
Finding Chika by Mitch Albom.  MitchAlbom.com 
gives this synopsis:

I realized families are like pieces of art: They can be 
made from many materials.  Sometimes they are from 
birth, sometimes they are melded, sometimes they are 
forcibly constructed, and sometimes they are merely 
the confluence of time and circumstance, mixing 
together, like eggs being scrambled in a Michigan 
kitchen.  But they are all real. Chika was a daughter 
to a number of people. And for the last two years, she 
was ours, gloriously ours… We did not lose a child. We 
were given one.

— Mitch Albom, “Chika’s Story” in the Detroit Free 
Press

Chika Jeune was born three days before the 
devastating earthquake that decimated Haiti in 2010. 
She spent her infancy in a landscape of extreme 
poverty, and when her mother died giving birth to a 
baby brother, Chika was brought to the Have Faith 
Haiti Mission & Orphanage that Albom operates in 
Port-au-Prince.

With no children of their own, the forty-plus children 
who live, play, and go to school 
at the orphanage have become 
family to Mitch and his wife, 
Janine. Chika’s arrival makes a 
quick impression. Brave and self-
assured, even as a three-year-old, 
she delights the other kids and 
teachers. But at age five, Chika 
is suddenly diagnosed with 
something a doctor there says, 
“No one in Haiti can help you 
with.”
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

erma’s inspirations

Some of our wonderful 
angels at church have baked 
several dinners for those in 

need.  There are various sizes for couples, 
singles, and families.  The meals are frozen 
and only need reheating to be enjoyed.  Get 
in touch with the church office or Carole 
Wagner for more details 
about how to take advantage 
of this ministry in your time 
of need.

The Legend of the Robin

A small brown bird was perched on a beam
 in a stable in Bethlehem,

Watching people from many lands
Come with gifts to worship the newborn 

Christ Child.
After the visitors departed

And the Holy Family settled down to sleep,
The little bird noticed that the fire, 

Built to keep the Christ Child warm, 
Was dying out.

The bird flew down and fanned the coals with 
his wings.

Soon the fire became brighter and warmer,
And the fathers on the bird’s breast

Began to glow a brilliant red.
The bird stayed by the fire all night,
Fanning it to keep the blaze bright

And the Christ Child warm.
Since that first Christmas night,
The robin has had a red breast,

A symbol of his love
For the Babe in the manger.
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MARY'S DREAM
I had a dream, Joseph.  I don't understand it, not 

really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration 
for our son. I think that was what it was all about.  
The people had been preparing for it for about six 
weeks.  They had decorated the house and bought 
new clothes.  They'd gone shopping many times and 
bought elaborate gifts.

It was peculiar, though, because the presents weren’t 
for our son.  They wrapped them in beautiful paper 
and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them 
under a tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph right in their house.

They decorated the tree also.  The branches were 
full of glowing balls and sparkling ornaments.  There 
was a figure on the top of the tree.  It looked like an 
angel might look.  Oh, it was beautiful.  Everyone was 
laughing and happy. They were all excited about the 
gifts.  They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to 
our son.  I don't think they ever knew Him. They never 
mentioned his name. Doesn't it seem odd for people to 
go to all that trouble to celebrate someone's birthday if 
they don't know him.

 I had the strangest feeling that if our son had gone 
to this celebration, He would have  been intruding.  
Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so 
full of cheer,  but it made me 
want to cry.  How sad for Jesus 
- not to be wanted at His own 
birthday  celebration.  I'm glad 
it was only a dream.   How 
terrible, Joseph, if it had been 
real.                                                                   

                                                                                                          
Author Unknown
Submitted by:  Janet Murphy

Join us each Sunday morning of Advent at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Spirit Cellar, for a lesson from the YouVersion 
Bible app called "Wonders of His Love: An Advent 
Devotional Inspired by Christmas Carols."

Week One/November 29: “Joy to the World” using 
Psalms 17:7, 1Timothy 2:6, and John 3:17

Week Two/December 6: “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel” using Luke 1:67-80 and Lamentations 
3:22-23

Week Three/December 13: “Deck the Halls” using 
Psalms 16:11 and Psalms 37:4

Week Four/December 20: “O Holy Night” using Luke 
1:39-45 and Hebrews 6:19

NOTE:  Due to the recent closing of the church, The 
publisher is not sure what is going to happen with this 
event.  

Spirit Cellar Advent services

Due to a case of COVID at Grace Lutheran 
Church, we are going to take precautions and 
close the building until December 7.

We ask that anyone requesting access to 
the church between now and then receive 
permission from Joe Turek at 443-243-6295.

The first two Sundays of Advent will be spent 
worshiping online together on Facebook with 
Zion Lutheran Church in East Petersburg.  It is a 
live streaming service at 10:30 a.m.

Here is the link for you:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / Z i o n -

E v a n g e l i c a l - L u t h e r a n - C h u r c h - E a s t -
Petersburg-101554356564139

We are grateful for you and praying that all 
will be safe at this time.
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Wedding Anniversaries

December Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

December’s flowers:

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

06 – Grace Lutheran
13 – In honor of Donna & Sterling Krout 
     & in memory of Joe & Sandy Stauffer 
     by Sara, Maggie, Kelly & Jud Stauffer
20 - In memory of Bernice & Clark Jacobs
      by the Jacobs family.
24 – Grace Lutheran
27 - In memory of Cheslin & Lottie 
     Wagner by Dean & Linda Anderson

26- Dee & Tom Kerr
27- David & Shelley Fishel

02- Grant Stanley 
02- Sharon Stein
03- Carol Coeyman
03- Grayson Frey 
03- Megan Knaub
05- Keith McCleary
05- Emeline Osterhaus
05- Ofelia Osterhaus
06- Jessica Johnston
07- Scott Hildebrand
07- Madison Ruth
08- Carolyn Noll
08- Andrea Sprenkle
10- George McCallum 
11- Karen Traina
13- Jennifer Golden
13- Kevin Shaffer
15- Cindy Strobeck
16- Blaine Howard
17- Josie Flory 
17- Jamie Golden
17- Hazel Hammers
18- Angie Kicas
18- Krista Kiehner
18- Gary Krout
21- Markley Krout
21- Brayden Krout
21- Samuel Hont
25- The Holy Child
26- Chris Jacobs
28- Mark Rehman
29- John Jones
29- Amy Shoffner
31- Paul Vigna

The Lutheran camping 
corporation, which includes 
camps Nawakwa, and 
Kirchenwald, as well as The 
Wittel Farm, is continuing to 
attempt to provide worship 
opportunities in nature during 
COVID.  While some events have 

to be canceled this year due to COVID, others are still 
being held.  Please go to the website, lutheringcamping.
org for more details.  

Advent/Christmas in the Barn - December 20 from  
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at the Whittel Farm.  

Volunteers Wanted!
We are seeking members of our Church who would 

be willing to serve on the Church Council for a three-
year term, beginning in January 2021. The Council 
meets once a month to conduct the business of the 
Church. Many Council Members also participate in one 
of the Church Committees, most of which meet either 
quarterly or monthly. If you are interested in serving 
as a Councilperson, or would like more details, please 
contact Peggy Gardner, Wes Smith or Sam Laucks.
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