
Good morning everyone,

Before we resume our Sunday worship themes for ‘Ordinary Time,’ we have a major feast
this coming Sunday which sets the scene of what our faith is about: our relationship with
God and what it means to be a Christian. We celebrate God, the Source of all being, Eternal
Word, and Life Giver, or Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity, one God who has
revealed Godself in a plurality of ways. Of course, we celebrate this every Sunday as people
with a Trinitarian faith, but now we simply pause to consider the wonder and mystery of it
all!  The readings for this Trinity Sunday are as follows.

Isaiah 6: 1 – 8. This passage is particularly memorable for me as the first I ever read publicly as a

youngster in a church service. I think I was as nervous as Isaiah must have been as he underwent his

unexpected visionary experience of the presence of God in the temple. This is Isaiah’s call to be a

prophet in the year 740BC (the year that king Uzziah of Judah died). Why is this text being read on

Trinity Sunday? Perhaps because of the familiar threefold angelic praise of God: ‘Holy, holy holy is

the Lord Sabaoth (Lord of hosts). And the voice of Lord, saying ‘Whom shall I send, who will go for

us?’ God speaking in the singular and plural in the same sentence. The method of God’s call is

significant. Isaiah hears it as an open question. God is wondering whom he can send. God’s glory,

mercy and invitation lead to Isaiah’s positive response and his agreement to be God’s voice in leading

the people to change their dissolute and disobedient ways.

Romans 8: 12 – 17. The concept of God as Holy Trinity had not been defined when the New

Testament was being written and was still centuries away from becoming an established doctrine of

the Church. Yet its foundations were being laid, and this passage can be described as one of them.

There are two possible paths in life, one led by the ‘flesh,’ the other by the Spirit. By ‘flesh’ Paul

means the stubborn, selfish and self-indulgent side of human nature which is alien to life in the

Spirit. Those who are led by the Spirit are God’s children. We call God ‘Father,’ a relationship we

share with Jesus who is the pattern for our life on earth and of all our relationships and experiences,

including the struggles and the suffering. Led by the Spirit in the love of the Father and the life of the

Son, we encounter God the Holy Trinity in our daily life.

John 3: 1 – 17. This rather complex passage is likely have had its origins in a homily or testimony

given by John about the significance of Jesus. It is highly unlikely that Jesus would have talked about

himself (and in the third person) in this way in his earthly lifetime, so this passage like many of the

other long discourses in this Gospel are Spirit led interpretations of Jesus for later generations. John

was clearly a Spirit-filled Christian who had a deep grasp of the mind of the risen Christ. He is

effectively able to communicate the impact of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection and continuing

presence through the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church, which provide the power, motivation and

atmosphere in which he writes.

Nicodemus appears to be a representative of members of the Pharisee party who had a more

positive view of Jesus and the Christian Way, some of whom became Christians. In the present

story he comes to Jesus ‘by night,’ a reference most likely indicating the theological and spiritual

darkness or blindness in which Nicodemus has so far lived. In coming to Jesus, he is coming into

God’s light.



In the dialogue Nicodemus learns that he must be born all over again, born in the Spirit, if he is to

enter the kingdom of God. The fact that he, a Jewish teacher, does not understand any of this and

can only imagine rebirth in a literal and fleshly way illustrates that the old religion based on

meticulous following of ‘the book’ and the letter of the Law had failed. It could no longer produce

life (see the previous chapter story of the Wedding at Cana which expresses that the old religion had

dried up, it had ‘run out of wine’). Life, eternal life (the usual equivalent of the kingdom of God for

John) is a gift of God through the Spirit and could be attained by believing (loving, following, basing

one’s life on) Jesus (v.16). His cross and resurrection show that eternal life does not prevent human

death but overcomes and transcends it.

In Jesus, heaven and earth are connected as never before. He brings the life and wisdom of the

world beyond. In the sending of the Son to live and to die, and in the breath of the Spirit of life, God’s

kingdom comes. The ‘night’ of this world is drawn into the light of God. Eternal life is the gift and

purpose of God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

A Collect for Trinity Sunday:

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth and

draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, that we may truly worship you, Father,

Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Every blessing for your Sunday worship and for the week ahead.

Love and prayers,

John


