
There was once a wise king who one day sent for one of his servants. This

servant was known to be a cruel, mean man, who had no friends. The king said

to him, ‘I want you to go and travel the length and breadth of my kingdom and

find for me a truly good person.’ So off he went, probably only interested in

the payment he would receive for undertaking such a complex mission, and in

the course of his travels he met and spoke with a great number of people.

Then after some considerable time he came back to the king and said, ‘I have

searched the whole kingdom as you asked me, but I couldn’t find even one

truly good person. All of them, without exception are mean, cruel, deceitful, if

not truly evil.  The good person you seek is nowhere to be found.’

While this servant had been on his travels, the king had sent out another

servant, a man known for his generosity and kindness and who was loved by

everyone. The king had asked him to travel the length and breadth of the

kingdom to find for him a truly evil person. After a considerable time during

which he met and spoke with many people, he returned to the king and said, ‘I

have failed in the task you gave me to do. I found people who are misguided,

misled, mistaken, people who act in blindness or in passion, but nowhere could

I find a truly evil person. All of them have good in them, in spite of the bad

things some of them have done.’

A story, a tale, but one that reveals truth about the human condition. So often

we see people not as they are but as we are. If we are always critical, always

finding fault with them or putting them down, we would do well to take a

serious look at ourselves and consider whether we may be saying more about

ourselves than about those people. But once our hearts are open to others, we

may discover some positive things about them, signs of good, even though

these things may be often hidden.

John the Baptist in today’s Gospel could have ignored Jesus, or criticized him,

or been jealous of this man who now appears to upstage him. Instead, John

sees someone after his own heart, and praises him publicly, even encouraging

his own disciples to follow him. Jesus too saw immense good and potential for

great things in his faltering followers, otherwise he would never have persisted

with them, and they would never have grown in their discipleship. The

Christian faith would never have begun.



Jesus never condemned others. He was certainly irritated, even angry with

people like the Pharisees who were full of themselves, always condemning

others and promoting themselves as good and upright citizens and servants of

God. Jesus would expose their hypocrisy and ask them to be serious about

themselves instead of living an illusion.  But he condemned no one.

That doesn’t mean that he thought that everyone was alright and didn’t need

to change. He came to call people to turn themselves around, change their

way of life. But he did so, not by condemning them and keeping his distance

from them, as the religious establishment people did, but by befriending them,

coming alongside them. He saw their real humanity, their goodness, and their

potential to grow in it. He put them in touch with their own goodness and he

evoked his goodness in them. In this way he healed the diseases that had

made so many people less than what God had created them to be.

Jesus befriends us too. He comes close to us. He evokes goodness in us,

something which can overcome so many negative attitudes and reactions in

our lives. Our worship today, and every time we come together to do this, can

be a tremendous help. Here, we have the opportunity to meet Jesus the risen

Lord in a very practical and loving way. Here we can experience the Lamb of

God, as the Gospel describes him, making himself known to us in the scriptures

and the breaking of bread. All we need to do is what the disciples in our

Gospel did, that is, open the hearts and eyes of faith so that we can discern his

presence and receive his love, healing, and liberation. He comes to share his

life with us; he comes to strengthen and lift us up to walk with him in

confidence.

This Eucharist is always a special channel of God’s grace and healing, a loving

encounter with our risen Lord. For here is Christ himself, once visible for a

time on earth but who remains with us and comes to us again and again

through the Holy Spirit in this sacramental encounter to assure us of his

continuing and constant presence in life and to help us to embrace his

goodness and loving ways. And in this regular worship encounter he calls us to

share in his life ever more deeply.

This week, on Wednesday, the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

begins. It is relevant to today’s message, because it reminds us so clearly that



there is too much brokenness of life in our world, and if we are the Church as

Christ called us to be, we must show the world a better way. We simply cannot

continue to live and think and worship and relate in isolation to our brothers

and sisters of other Christian traditions and experiences. The sins and mistakes

of history need not continue to keep us apart. The diversity of Christian

worship and traditions that reflect human diversity itself need not keep us

apart. And it is not just about our unity as Christians. The message of Jesus,

the gospel, and therefore the Church, is to bring all people back into

relationship with one another, to understand that we are all one in God. We

Christians have a special responsibility to make this vision present and active by

living out that relationship, living in a way that will make an impact, a

difference in the world. When we allow God’s goodness and love to grow

within and among us, we become whole and healed, set free, as God intended

us to be, and we will help to make our world, our families and communities,

better and happier places in which to live.


