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Queen Elizabeth II field and children’s playground re-

opens in July as we emerge from coronavirus “lock 

down” 
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Winterbourne Parish Council 
Councillor Dr Charles Penn (Chairman) 

01980 610979  chair-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk   

 Councillor Maureen Atkinson (Vice-Chairperson) 
01980 611311 matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk 

 

Councillor Mark Ansonia 

Councillor Dr Peter Biggins 

Councillor Rose Blenkinsopp 

Councillor Charlie Bruce-White 

Councillor Adrian Burrows 

Councillor Roy Judd  

 

Wiltshire Unitary Councillor Mike Hewitt 

Any parish related inquiries should be made in writing to the Parish 
Clerk in the first instance which will then be brought to the attention of 

the Parish Council. 

Melanie Thomas, Parish Clerk, Windrush, Kings Paddock,  

Winterslow, SP5 1RZ. Telephone: 01980 863802  

Email:         clerk-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk 

Web site:     http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com/  

Meetings of the Parish Council usually take place on the third Wednes-

day of every month except August, at 7.30pm in the Glebe Hall, Win-

terbourne Earls. The agenda would normally be displayed on the main 

Parish Council noticeboard as well as the Parish Council website. 

Due to recent Covid-19 restrictions and government guidelines, agenda 

are currently published on our website only, and meetings now take 

place via the Zoom video conference platform.  If you wish to attend a 

Zoom meeting as a member of the public, please contact the clerk no 

later than 6.00pm on the day of the meeting for the passcode. 

mailto:chair-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
mailto:matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
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Village Link 

A magazine produced by the Parish Council three times annually 

providing news, information and items of interest for the Winter-

bournes. 

 

Delivery helpers 

Heather and George Shepherd, Sue Davis,  Jenny Lloyd, Nikki Palmer, 

Maureen Homer,  Charles Penn,  Ian Berry-Bowers, Pam Newton, 

Ann Howell, Trevor Lewis, Margaret & Simon Ward, Neil Grace, Car-

ol Biggins, Rosemary Bolwell, Maureen Atkinson 

 

Deadlines for receipt of items for publication by the editor are: 

14
t
th November 2020 

Items that miss the deadline date are unlikely to be included. 

Whilst it would be preferable for items to be emailed, this is in no way 

compulsory and handwritten articles are also welcome.   

Email: winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com 

From the editor: 

I have been amazed and delighted at the way in which almost all of our 

regular contributors to this magazine have been able to do so for this 

issue. For the past 5 months we have been forced first to “stay home” 

and then “control the virus”, both to save lives. This means we have 

been able to do very little, especially anything involving others.  Never-

theless many of us have found ways to keep going, to communicate and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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do things together without being together. “Zoom” appears some 20 

times in this issue! 

We don’t know how the next few months will unfold. In our house-

hold (we are both public health scientists) we debate this most days. 

It does seem very possible that the epidemic may take off again in 

the UK as we get into autumn, and we will need to do what we can 

to limit spread and especially protect the more vulnerable individu-

als around us. What we have been doing so far (or more precisely 

what we have NOT been doing) does seem to be working. Reported 

in the news this week is that colds and flu have also been much re-

duced, evidence that our changes in behaviour do prevent spread of 

infections. 

So we have a difficult balancing act over the next months—we are be-

ing urged to get back to normal, but at the same time “stay alert, 

control the virus”.  But we must control the virus as few of us have 

had it so far and we don’t yet have a vaccine. What we do have is 

the flu vaccine, so when this is available DO have it! And if you go 

down with any of the symptoms, or if in doubt for any reason, DO 

get tested—its quick, easy and at the time of writing available at the 

Beehive Park & Ride. 

In this issue there is plenty of information on help and support, and 

who to contact when needed. 

With best wishes & keep safe.  

PS. The editor would also like to thank her husband who has pro-

vided more assistance than usual with this issue of the Village Link 

as working on the coronavirus has substantially increase my work 

commitments. He hopes you will enjoy reading it! 

Liz Penn 
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Wiltshire Council services' contact details  

(www.wiltshire.gov.uk/contact)  
If you believe a child or young person is at risk of significant harm, neglect or injury, report 
your concerns to the Children's Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0300 
4560108. 

Adult Care 0300 456 0111 AdviceandContact@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Automated Payment Line 0300 456 0119 

Benefits 0300 456 0110 benefits@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Blue Badges 01225 713002 bluebadge@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Building Control 0300 456 0113 buildingcontrol@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Children's Services Social Care (Wiltshire South) 01722 438165 

Council Tax 0300 456 0109 counciltax@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Early Years and Childcare 0300 003 4561 earlyyears@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Fraud Hotline (24 hours) 01249 706456 

Highways 0300 456 0105  

Homes4Wiltshire (housing register) 0300 456 
0104 homes4wiltshire@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Housing (Wiltshire South) 01722 434233 

Library (Salisbury) 01722 324145 

Pest Control, Noise and Pollution, Environmental Health 0300 456 
0107 customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Planning 0300 456 0114 developmentmanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Registrations Births and deaths 0300 003 4569 

Rubbish and Recycling 0300 456 0102 customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Schools Admissions 01225 713010 admissions@wiltshire.gov.uk 

School Transport 01225 712852 educationtransport@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Can't find the service you require? 

Contact Customer Services on 0300 456 0100 (lines open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

In an emergency 

In certain extreme circumstances, where there's an immediate threat to health and safety 
(out of our office hours),   call: 0300 456 0100 

This will give you a menu of options to choose from. 

 Emergency adult and child social care 

 Emergency housing needs 

 Emergency highway faults 

 Environmental health emergency service 

 Building control emergencies (dangerous structures) 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/contact
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/children-young-people-protection
mailto:AdviceandContact@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits
mailto:benefits@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parking-blue-badges
mailto:bluebadge@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-building-control
mailto:buildingcontrol@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits
mailto:counciltax@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/child-care
mailto:earlyyears@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-democracy-report-fraud
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways
mailto:homes4wiltshire@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/housing-home
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/pest-control
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/env-health-protection
mailto:customerservicescentral@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-new
mailto:developmentmanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/registrations
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling
mailto:customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning
mailto:admissions@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-transport
mailto:educationtransport@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Winterbourne Parish Council 

Chairman’s report 

Parish Council matters…….or does it? 

When our last issue of Village Link went to print in March, the coronavirus 

was just beginning to hit us.  I don’t think any of us truly understood just 

what was to happen, or for how long, and the future is still very unclear.  For 

the Parish Council the first impact was to prevent us from functioning legally 

– by law, we must meet in person (and in public) to take any decisions and 

the lockdown rules prohibited this. We were frustrated and it felt as if we 

were being given a message on our relevance in the face of the pandemic, but 

within a couple of weeks the government issued regulations which permitted 

us to hold meetings by videoconference.  This we are now doing and our 

monthly meetings are going on as scheduled and are accessible to all resi-

dents via Zoom.  The conference ID is provided in the meeting agenda (on 

our website) and a passcode is available from the parish clerk.  Do join us – 

effective video- or tele-conferencing requires a certain discipline to be effec-

tive, and we now find that we can complete our business in half the time we 

took for face-to-face meetings! 

So what have we done (or not done) to help? 

We have tried not to interfere or “take over” as our community was put into 

“lock down” and left largely to fend for itself. As a local council we are re-

quired to operate to certain laws, procedures and standards and those could 

prevent us from responding quickly especially on anything involving personal 

information or money. Instead we have tried to support the many communi-

ty and neighbourhood initiatives and activities (more on these below) 

through: 

Communication – 2 way. We have a team of volunteers who agreed to act as 

local focal points to cascade down and feedback information, needs and con-

cerns.  Take up has been low, but this may be of most value to those with 

limited access to web based information, and who in the early parts of lock-

down were largely confined to home. We have installed new noticeboards in 

some of the bus shelters, have been using the local social media sites 

(Winterbourne Facebook Hub and NextDoor) both to “listen” and to 

“speak”, and provided phone and email details so we can be contacted di-

rectly. 



8 

Money for grants/donations.  We have set aside money in our annual budg-

et for community support on coronavirus. We already have a scheme for 

donations to local community organisations (see our website) and we can 

consider applications connected with coronavirus at any time. Please get in 

touch. 

DIY. With many businesses and services (including Wiltshire Council ser-

vices) being restricted or less accessible, we have all (including the Parish 

Council) had to do more ourselves.  Some of us have been out there fixing 

and mending (even pest control), others ready by the telephone should you 

need to get in touch.  If you see something that needs sorting, do let us 

know. 

Far more significant is what YOU have done to help each other.  The ex-

tent to which the community has responded is heart-warming, awesome!  It 

ranges from good neighbourliness everywhere, through to more organised 

community initiatives such as local “love your neighbour”, the Winter-

bourne and Hurdcott Community Facebook Hub, and most recently the 

volunteer team for cleaning the playground equipment which is critical to 

keeping this amenity open. The Bourne Valley Link Scheme has continued 

to support those in need throughout, adapting to stay “Covid secure” as 

guidance evolves.  Local businesses have responded, to mutual benefit, in-

cluding the Winterbourne Arms delivering meals, deliveries of bread, eggs 

and other groceries from a range of suppliers who responded quickly to the 

need get their products to customers in new ways. These are just a few ex-

amples - there is much more. 

 

Where next?  Who knows….. I certainly don’t! The coronavirus seems like-

ly to stay with us for some time yet. As a parish council we will be monitor-

ing developments, guidance and regulations so that we can keep facilities 

available, restart as much as possible, and support the community as best we 

can (safely!).  The guidance is becoming more complex. At the start it was 

much clearer what we could and should do (and not do), whereas now the 

guidance is putting more emphasis on local decisions based on local cir-

cumstances and risk assessment.  This gives us more control (in theory) but 

is harder to do. As an example, we were required (simply and unambigu-

ously) by law to close the amenity (QEII) field and playground in March, 

Our thanks go to everyone involved in these and other activities that 

have kept us going over the past 5 months. 
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and then in July permitted to reopen provided we could do so safely and in 

accordance with guidance – of which there was more than one set to con-

sider as the basketball net was subject to different guidance (sport & recrea-

tion) from the playground (outdoor gyms & playgrounds).  

We also need to learn from the experience of the past few months, and 

consider new needs for the future. There was an increased demand for lo-

cal recreation and fitness space as a result of school closures, working from 

home and restrictions on travel. We are now looking for ways to meet 

some of these needs (see next page), so if you have any thought or ideas 

please tell us! 

Which brings me to a final word – one of the many things we haven’t done 

is convene the Annual Parish Meeting.  This is still not possible, nor is any 

other public meeting unless done by video- or teleconference. So if you 

have ideas or views that should be considered or discussed please don’t 

wait. Do get in touch. 

Charles Penn, Chairman, Winterbourne Parish Council     

Community Days are coming back! 

The Parish Council have completed a Covid-19 risk assessment for the 

Community Days and will have measures in place to keep volunteers safe 

when helping to keep our village clean and tidy. 

We will start again during August and have the following tasks in mind: 

Litter picking throughout the village, including The Portway 

Clearing overgrown vegetation in the Glebe Hall car park 

Re-painting the white bridge at Winterbourne Gunner 

High viz jackets, gloves and masks (if necessary), plus all equipment, will 

be provided. 

Volunteers can meet up in the garden of the Winterbourne Arms for re-

freshments. 

If you are interested in helping, please contact Cllr Maureen Atkinson on 

01980 611311/07778 163180 or at matkinson-

parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk 

 

mailto:matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
mailto:matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
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Sport and recreation facilities – what do you need or 

want? 

We have a range of opportunities for sport and recreation in the Win-

terbournes. These include: 

 The QEII field with basketball net, children's playground equip-

ment, green space and the river bank 

 The Glebe Field with football goal posts 

 An extensive network of footpaths (see article in Village Link Win-

ter 2019) 

Privately owned and/or club operated facilities include: 

 High Post Golf Club 

 Cusses Gorse motocross 

 Fishing on parts of the River Bourne (Salisbury & District Angling 

Club) 

 Cricket Club (see page 24) 

With restrictions on travel, home working and closure of schools over 

the past few months, it has become clear that many would like more or 

better local facilities for sport, exercise and recreation.  The Parish 

Council has already received some ideas and comments and is currently 

considering a number of options which include: 

 Improving the quality of the football training space in the Glebe 

Field.  This may include installation of artificial grass in the goal ar-

eas, and white lining. 

 A small off-path cycle (pump) track. A possible location for this is 

in part of the wooded area in the QEII field. 

 Trim trail (outdoor gym) equipment. We could start with one or 

two items subject to level of interest. 

 Additional play equipment, including for older children. 

We would like to hear from all interested parties on these and any oth-

er proposals. We will also need to consider cost and feasibility, the best 

location for any new amenity and its impact on users of existing facilities 

and on the immediate neighbourhood. 

Charles Penn, Winterbourne Parish Council                                                                
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Glebe Hall Management Committee 
 

Since my March report, the hall has been closed as a result of the Covid

-19 pandemic lockdown, which would make everyone think there was 

nothing to bring to your attention. Despite the closure, work continued 

to ensure that the hall remained secure, the utilities functioned, mainte-

nance was still undertaken, fire and emergency systems functioned, li-

cences remained in place and annual maintenance checks of equipment 

were undertaken. All in accordance with insurance requirements.  In 

addition, contacts with regular users and those that hired the hall have 

had to be maintained, deposits returned and optimistic bookings taken 

for 2021. These activities continue in a financial climate of having no 

income but continuing essential expenditure. I will take this opportunity 

of thanking Maureen Atkinson for monitoring our finances and Cheryl 

Saffrey for dealing with the many enquiries from both regular and pri-

vate hirers.  

The stark reality of the current and developing situation is that whether 

the hall remains closed or allows restricted opening, we will have an op-

erating loss of between £12-13,000. We have managed to offset some of 

this with the receipt of a £10,000 grant from Wiltshire Council as part 

of UK government’s scheme to help community facilities.  Hence the 

remainder of this year and the next financial year will be financially 

challenging.  

Recent activity has concentrated on interpreting government guidelines 

and advice for community spaces to re-open. As a result we have put in 

place additional conditions for hiring the hall that reflect the need for 

social distancing, cleaning pre and post hire and undertaking risk assess-

ments to make the hall Covid-19 secure. This has necessitated review-

ing the numbers that can safely use the hall at any one time, advising 

hirers and regular users to undertake their own risk assessments to safe-

guard their parties and to be aware of the additional requirements out-

lined by the Glebe Hall committee.  We have also invested in Covid-19 

related equipment and materials that include protective equipment, wall 

mounted sanitizers for all to use as they enter and leave the building 

and a range of other anti-viral products for cleaning areas of the hall. All 

this activity is aimed at providing public confidence in hiring the hall 

and upholds our duty of care.  
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In order to start the process of using the hall, the committee requires the 

full support of its users to help ensure we take care of all individuals using 

the hall and leaving the hall safe for others that follow. The committee 

cannot be expected to do this in isolation and is dependent on everyone’s 

cooperation. In the short term, each request for hiring the hall will be re-

viewed to ensure that we are meeting our obligations under relevant regu-

lations and guidance before the booking clerk confirms the booking.  

May I take this opportunity to request anybody out in the community to 

consider helping to administer the Glebe Hall.  We have a number of va-

cancies that include requiring a secretary, fundraisers, external trustees 

and many of the organisations that regularly use the hall are also struggling 

to find active representatives to serve on the management committee. We 

will require volunteers with a range of skills to address the modern re-

quirements to run a community facility especially involving IT develop-

ment, marketing and publicity. At times during the year we plan routine 

maintenance to save money and would like to hear from any member of 

the community prepared to help out when they arise. Please contact me 

on 01980 551033 or Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311 

WE LIVE IN UNPRECEDENTED AND CHALLENGING TIMES.  

CONSIDER HELPING US TO KEEP OUR HALL AVAILABLE TO 

THE COMMUNITY. 

Graham Lloyd, Chairman, Glebe Hall Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

Winterbourne Glebe Hall Prices for Hiring 2020 

Vicarage Lane, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, SP4 6HA 

Registered Charity 279405 

 

*Discount may be available for Winterbourne residents — please enquire. 

**Small Meeting Room has self-contained access from outside, also may be 

available with access to kitchen & toilets — please enquire 

Booking Clerk: Cheryl Saffery 07840887842  glebehall1993@gmail.com 

website: www.glebehall.org.uk 

Description Price 

£ 

 

   

Daytime (whole premises) 18*  Per hour 

   

Evening (whole premises) 24* Per hour 

   

Small Meeting Room** 

(Ron Burton Room) 12*  Per hour 

   

Weddings 

(includes 6pm Friday to 10am Sun-

day) 

520* 

 

   

Cleaning after wedding 50  

   

Cleaning after special events 50  
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Amesbury Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team 

(extracts from Amesbury Rural Crime Reports for 

April and June 2020) 

Online scammers capitalise on  

Coronavirus pandemic 

Cyber criminals are taking advantage of the Covid-

19 pandemic via phishing emails, websites and text messages to scam mem-

bers of the public out of large sums of money and sensitive information during 

these uncertain times across the nation. 

 Criminals are experts at impersonating people and organisations you trust, 

even the Police and Government. They spend hours researching for their 

cons, in order to make you believe what they are saying, and even a brief mo-

ment with your guard down is often enough for their scam to be successful. 

  When online: 

 Stop. It is important to stop and think a moment before parting with any 

money or information. Neither your bank or the police will ever ask you to 

transfer money to any so-called “safe” account. 

Challenge the origin of your email, text or website. Could it be fake? Check 

with the sender using another method of communication.  

 Protect yourself with added security measures where possible and report any-

thing suspicious to your bank or Action Fraud. 

Fraud does not have to be through the computer. In April 2 people were ar-

rested in Winterbourne Dauntsey for “fraud by representation” – offering un-

solicited guttering work.   

 

Advice to parents in relation to keeping children safe online 

Keeping children safe online can be a challenging task. Kids are digital inhabit-

ants, and they have grown up with the widespread use of technology and often 

know more or at least are more switched onto new and emerging trends than 

their parents.  

To keep your child safe: 

 1. Talk to them about the possible safety implications of the platforms they 

are using. 

2. Teach them how to block users they don't want to talk to. 
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3. Encourage them to come to you or an adult they trust if anyone they talk 

to online does anything to make them feel upset or uncomfortable.  

More information and advice can be found at: 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers - Tips, ad-

vice, guides and resources to help keep your child safe online.  

https://parentzone.org.uk/parent-info - lots of advice on social media and 

parent guides to apps and features that they have.  

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ - helping parents explore and understand 

online life as kids know it.  

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-

safety/ - Lots of simple tips and advice for children, from staying safe online 

to cyber bullying and online gaming.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/ - Whether you’re and online expert of you’re not sure where to start, 

tools and advice to help you keep your child safe.  

https://www.internetmatters.org/ - Whatever their age, we can help you to 

find out more about what your children might be doing online and give you 

some simple, practical and easy advice. 

If you have any information about offenders or see something suspicious, please 

call Wiltshire Police on 101, or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. In 

an emergency, dial 999. 

If you have been a victim of a cybercrime, please report it to Action Fraud on 0300 

123 2040, or via their website at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk  

Breach COVID 19 regulations – Please use on line form : https://

www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/5951/Coronavirus-report-your-concerns 

POLICE We continue to react robustly to any reports regarding drug dealing in the 

area. This can be reported by calling Wiltshire Police on 101 or anonymously to 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.  

Visit https://www.police.uk/to check statistics, in more detail, for your area. 

Amesbury Rural officers: 

    PC 1390 Juliet Cox – Juliet.cox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

            PCSO 3961 Tina Roylance – Tina.roylance@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk                             

PCSO 9362 Jonathon Akehurst – Jonathon.akehurst@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly9zd2N5YmVyY3JpbWV1bml0LnVzMTcubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrP3U9ZTZiN2RiNzFlZDk1MzRmYjhlNzkzZGE1NiZhbXA7YW1wO2lkPTM0ZjEwZmZkYzYmYW1wO2FtcDtlPTA4YTdlYTQyZWY%3d&r=12765691221&d=11170122&p=1&t=h&h=f149b42caa865c5e
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/5951/Coronavirus-report-your-concerns
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/5951/Coronavirus-report-your-concerns
https://www.police.uk/
mailto:Juliet.cox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Tina.roylance@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Jonathon.akehurst@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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Volunteering 
 

  Bourne Valley Link Scheme 

Our volunteers provide neighbourly services to those in need 
in the Bourne Valley parishes of Cholderton, Newton Toney, 
Allington, Boscombe, Idmiston, Porton, Gomeldon, the Win-

terbournes and Hurdcott. 

Bourne Valley Link Scheme will continue to offer help and 

support to clients, although there are a limited number of 

volunteers available at the moment. If you need our help, please contact the 

Coordinator on 01980 611117 as soon as you know your requirements.  

The more notice we receive, the better chance we have of finding a volun-

teer.  For shopping and prescription collection we need a minimum of 48 

hours notice.  Health appointments need as much notice as possible, pref-

erably as soon as you have been notified. You’ll be supplied with a mask to 

wear and will be required to sit in a rear seat to protect you and your driver. 

The Bourne Valley Link Scheme AGM is due to be held on 19
th
 Septem-

ber, 2020 at Idmiston and Porton Memorial Hall, but due to current  re-

strictions on the number of people allowed to meet inside, we may hold the 

meeting online using Zoom. More details will be available nearer the date. 

A note for your diary:  

Saturday 28
th
November, 2020 Christmas Bazaar at  

The Glebe Hall, Winterbourne Earls.  

We hope that this will go ahead, but it is uncertain until restrictions con-

cerning social distancing are known nearer the time. 

We are still hoping to recruit more volunteers to help deliver this important 

local service so if you are interested in becoming a Link Scheme volunteer,  

please phone the Coordinator on 01980 611117.  

 

Registered charity number 1108029 

www.bournevalleylink.org.uk 
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Interests and Activities 
Bourne Valley Historical Society  

Although the Society has not been meeting during lockdown, the Committee 

have been meeting on Zoom and have been active in other ways. 

Our chairman, Tony Lyons has been working on a companion booklet to “A 

Wiltshire Village in the 1870’s,” by William Henry Swift, which describes the 

six years he spent as a young boy in Newton Toney Rectory, where his mother 

was the live-in housekeeper.  The original book is still available from St. An-

drews Church in Newton Toney. The companion booklet expands on the 

lives of the people mentioned by Swift.  Archivist Angela Armstrong has been 

dealing with a number of enquiries, requiring research in the archives and else-

where.  She is also continuing to categorise and list by village the items held by 

the Society, for ease of access and future display.  Committee member, Jenny 

Randle, assisted by her husband John, who manages the Society website, has 

been keeping a photographic record of local events during the last 4 months. 

Having lived in the Bourne Valley myself for nearly 50 years, I have been pass-

ing items of local interest to Angela that I have gathered over that time.  They 

will live on in the archives.  I am still acting treasurer as well as secretary and 

would dearly love to pass on the treasurer role, if anyone is willing. 

The Society would love to receive old photographs and documents to add to 

the archives plus pictures and written memories of life during lockdown.  All 

original documents can be scanned and returned.  History is happening every 

day! 

Future meetings (subject to Covid-19 regulations and guidance): 

September 17
th
  No meeting due to continuing Covid-19 restrictions 

October 15
th
   Jim Slater, “A History of Cinema – with Wiltshire in Mind” 

November 19
th
 Simon Wills, “How our Ancestor Died” 

All meetings commence at 7.30pm.  The Society does not meet in August and 

December. 

Visitors may attend up to two meetings for a donation, before they are asked to 

join. 

Membership of the Society is open to everyone.  For just £13 per annum per 

person, members have access to our archive collection, collected over the 72 

years of the Society’s existence, attendance at 10 lectures per year and 10 

monthly newsletters, containing a summary of the previous month’s lecture 
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and stories from the archives.  Although lectures have been cancelled during 

lockdown, the newsletters have continued. The vast majority of the infor-

mation within our archives is now held electronically, so is easily accessible 

through our archivist.  If you are interested in joining, please contact Maureen 

Atkinson on 01980 611311 or at maureenatkinson16@gmail.com  

Extract from the Summary of a Lecture by Professor Ryan Lavelle 

Alfred succeeded his brother Aethelred, as King of Wessex, at the age of 21 

and after an unsuccessful battle at Wilton, he made peace with the Danes.   In 

876 the Danes again advanced on Wessex but retired in 877 having accom-

plished little.  A surprise attack in January 878 came near to success.  The 

Danes led by King Guthrum seized Chippenham and used it as a secure base 

to devastate Wessex.  The West Saxons submitted, all except King Alfred.  

He withdrew to the Somerset marshes and built a fortified base at Athelney, 

summoning a mobile army of men from Wiltshire, Somerset and part of 

Hampshire to pursue guerrilla warfare against the Danes.  Athelney, known as 

the “Isle of the Princes”, was in the middle of nowhere but linked with the 

Royal estates in the area, such as Petherton, so food could be provided for the 

royal followers.  It is here that the story of the burnt cakes arose.   

In May 878 Alfred’s army defeated the Danes at the Battle of Edington and 

pursued them to their fortress at Chippenham.  After fourteen days of being 

held siege, hungry, cold and frightened, the pagan Danes surrendered and 

sought peace.  King Guthrum converted to Christianity, was baptised, with Al-

fred as his sponsor (godfather) and the Danes returned to East Anglia where 

they settled as farmers. A peace treaty was agreed between Guthrum and Al-

fred in 878, known as the Treaty of Wedmore but this didn’t survive.  A fur-

ther treaty agreed between 878 and 890 has survived. 

There are places in Wessex today, which were significant in Alfred’s time.  Eg-

bert’s Stone, marking the burial chamber of King Egbert, a forebear of Alfred, 

located at Kingston Deverill, where Alfred mustered his armies before the 

Battle of Edington.  He also stopped at Warminster, before the battle, which 

was another Royal estate. 

Alfred was exceptional in his attitude to learning.  He believed that Viking 

raids were punishment for people’s sins, which he attributed to the decline of 

learning.  Only through learning could men acquire wisdom and live in ac-

cordance with God’s will. Between 878 and 885, he invited scholars to his 

court from Mercia, Wales and Europe.  He learnt Latin himself and began to 

translate Latin books into English.  He also directed that all young freemen of 

mailto:maureenatkinson16@gmail.com
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adequate means must learn to read English.  He tried to revive monasti-

cism, founding a monastery and a nunnery, but there was little enthusi-

asm in England for this.  He established the Laws of Alfred (c885-899), 

using past laws and adding his own administrative regulations.  He also 

reformed the English coinage, which was minted in his burghs and re-

ferred to him as ’King of the English’. 

Alfred died in 899 and is buried in Winchester.  He was succeeded by 

his eldest son, Edward.  A full length biography of Alfred was written by 

the Welsh scholar, Asser in 893.  It is possible that Alfred suffered 

from Crohn’s disease. He was a man of great character and compas-

sion. 

 

Maureen Atkinson 

 

Porton Flower Arranging Club  

The club which usually meets at the Idmiston Memorial Hall Porton 

on the second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, has in common with 

other organisations seen the cancellation of meetings due to Covid-19 

restrictions over the past months, but thanks to the ingenuity of the 

NAFAS Wessex and Jersey committee, all was not lost! The committee 

organised a series of YouTube presentations by well known demonstra-

tors which took place on Saturday mornings and were much enjoyed by 

members throughout the area. The enterprising officers also organised 

a “virtual show” with a chance for all members to enter. It was great fun 

and enabled members who usually would not think of entering a com-

petition to have a go!  

We are hoping that we will be able to resume our meetings in Septem-

ber, subject to Covid-19 regulations and guidance, when our theme will 

be “Nature’s Pride”, followed in October by “Opposites/ Poles Apart” 

Looking ahead we have our annual Christmas demo, to be held in the 

Glebe Hall Winterbourne Earls on November 27th at 7 pm when our 

demonstrator will be area demonstrator Denise Bright. The evening 

will finish with the arrangements being raffled off! 
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So diary dates: 

Sept 9 Club meeting Natures Pride  

Oct 14 Club meeting Opposites/Poles Apart  

Nov 11 Club Meeting Contemporary Workshop 

Nov 27 Christmas Demo at Glebe Hall  

Dec 9 Club meeting Christmas Splendour 

Visitors are always welcome so why not join us and enjoy the members 

efforts and a chat over coffee !  

Sue Hibdige 

Bourne Valley Horticultural Society and Gardening Club 

We launched our 2020 programme of evening 

meetings at the beginning of March with a very 

well attended talk entitled ‘Look after your Back’ 

by Sandie Thorkeldse, a local chiropractor, 

whose love of gardening made her tips very rele-

vant to her audience. 

Shortly after this all meetings had to be cancelled 

due to Covid-19 including our May AGM. The committee members 

have kept in frequent contact with each other, and agreed to circulate 

written reports from the chairperson (Pam Taylor), treasurer (David 

Baker) and show secretary (Clare Grace) to all the members, in lieu of 

the cancelled meeting. The members were invited to inform the chair-

person of any specific issues that they would like to raise and were also 

given the opportunity to approve the current committee for another 

year. 

Disappointingly, our Annual Show scheduled for July, also had to be 

cancelled. We had already compiled the schedule for this, which will be 

added to our website. Hard copies had been printed and will be distrib-

uted by hand. If you have not received a copy, and would like one, do 

contact one of the committee members who will be able to help with 

this. Although the show cannot go ahead in 2020, all but one of the 

classes in the schedule will be identical for the 2021 show. The excep-

tion  is in the flower arranging division, where class 59 the large exhibit, 

will have a new title, yet to be agreed. In view of this, we felt that ad-
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vanced warning would give everyone a chance to practice their cake, chutney 

and marmalade making as well as apply their skills to cider and beer produc-

tion, new classes replacing some of the home made wine varieties of previous 

shows. Our horticultural produce for display is to some extent influenced by 

unpredictable weather, but many of the other divisions can be entered even if 

you do not have a garden. We look forward to a celebratory show with many 

participants next year to make up for the loss of the event this summer. 

Evening meetings are usually held at the Glebe Hall on the first Thursday of 

the month at 7.30 pm. All visitors are very welcome to attend for a small do-

nation towards the club’s expenses. We very much hope to resume these 

meetings in October, albeit with social distancing and extra cleaning measures 

in place. 

All being well, our October speaker is Frances Burroughes whose talk is enti-

tled ‘A Victorian Head Gardener’. This is the story of his father who started 

work as a gardener’s boy in the last years of the 19
th
 century on a large estate 

in East Anglia. He gradually worked his way up to be a head gardener and a 

nurseryman. It is a fascinating talk which some of you may recall was given by 

Mr Burroughes to the Historical Society some years ago. Its appeal is wide, 

from the horticultural aspect to a fascinating insight into the social history of 

the time. 

For our November meeting we have invited Claire and Mark Sines to come 

and talk about bee keeping, another topic which we hope will be of general 

interest. 

We will not be asking current members of our club to renew their annual sub-

scription of £15 until May 2021 because so much of our programme has had 

to be cancelled this year. Similarly, anyone who is not a member, but may be 

interested in joining us, will be very welcome to attend any of our meetings 

without charge until next year’s registration date. 

For further information about our programme of talks and events and enquir-

ies about membership visit our website www.bvhsgardeningclub.com  

We are always delighted to welcome new members to our small, friendly 

club. 

Clare Dunster  Secretary 01980 619121 

 

 

http://www.bvhsgardeningclub.com/
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Bourne Valley Singers 

Summer waffle! 

Five months with no singing and no conversation - a great deprivation for us 

all.  There are therefore no activities to report on.  We should have had a 

spring concert and be looking forward to our autumn tea party. We should be 

planning our Christmas programme - not possible at the moment unfortu-

nately with the likelihood that we will not able to meet until October at the 

earliest. All these months with no singing (or gossip), so sad. Some of us have 

seen one another in passing at a safe distance (masked and gloved?) and the 

grannies among us are reputed to have a WhatsApp group.  In the meantime 

here is a review of some of our past triumphs…….  

Our first performance was in the old Glebe Hall, when we held our first was-

sail party. In those (younger ) days we did all the work--preparation, cooking 

singing, serving and clearing up ourselves. The entertainment evolved into 

readings and sketches appropriate to the season.    We went on to our first 

celebration event-- 'We'll Meet Again' which was to mark the an anniversary 

of the end of the war. This was a great success and we took it “on tour” to sev-

eral different locations, with appropriate references to local happenings. We 

loved this one and it was great fun to do.  Our Victorian evening was another 

successful effort, complete with a melodrama. We progressed to Easter 

events, in various churches through the valley and have sung at the Christmas 

Tree Festival at St. Thomas's for many years. We have progressed from four- 

course suppers to cream teas and 'light' refreshments, and always seem to in-

volve food in our concerts. The choir, quartet and trio have entertained at the 

hospital and various care homes for several  years and we have been the en-

tertainment at birthday and anniversary parties and various fund-raising 

events.  

During this time, we have raised a considerable amount of money for local 

charities.  We have been supported by many good friends in the lovely villag-

es of the Bourne Valley, including Maureen,  Joanne, Bill and the lighting 

team, and those who sold tickets, provided raffle prizes and all the other 

things which made our efforts so worthwhile.  We thank you all, especially 

Anne our MD without whose hard work we wouldn't exist.    

   We've been going now for over forty years during which time the children 

have grown up and have children of their own; the mums have become gran-

nies.  We have lost many dear friends along the way, supporters as well as 

members.  We have kept going over the years with replacements giving us a 
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suitable balance of youth and maturity.  Let's hope that we can get back 

to some semblance of normality before very long - we are desperate to 

sing (and chat) again.  BVS may be dormant, but is not yet ex-

tinct!  Meanwhile watch this space!  

Glenys Hollingdale–Smith 

 

Winterbourne Cricket Club 

It’s hard to imagine a more frustrating time for cricketers than right now 

(at the time of writing). Lockdown was announced the very week we 

planned to begin our pre-season training and then we’ve had to watch 

the glorious spring weather pass us by when we should have been out 

playing cricket in the beautiful sunshine. 

While that has been hugely frustrating, the good news is that we man-

aged to start our junior coaching sessions at the club using our superb 

new practice facility that was secured with some Lottery funding earlier 

in the year. We have some great young cricketers at the club, and it is 

brilliant to see them back outside playing cricket. Huge thanks to the 

coaches for giving up their time to ensure that our local youngsters can 

get outside and exercise again. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the senior league has been cancelled for the 

summer, but we are still hopeful of getting some friendlies played in the 

late summer should there be a change in stance from the government. 

One thing that has moved forward is the pavilion helped by a generous 

grant from the Amesbury Area Board. We are hugely grateful for their 

support and recognition of the work we are doing to provide opportuni-

ties for our local youngsters and look forward to working closely with 

them in the coming years to provide even more opportunities. 

Ryan Hughes Chairman  chairman@winterbournecc.com 

www.winterbournecc.com  
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Club Friday 

As the lockdown restrictions are easing, we are busy planning our re-

turn to seeing our members in person. We have managed to stay in 

touch on the telephone and know that many are waiting to see each oth-

er again.  

Part of our planning involves how we might be perceived by both guest 

members and volunteer helpers, we are considering a new name and 

producing some new marketing materials. 

 We have vacancies for volunteer helpers, drivers and committee mem-

bers. One role that we must fill is that of treasurer, if you have any rele-

vant experience of working or volunteering in a similar role, please do 

get in touch as soon as you can. The other vital role is that of a volun-

teer driver, collecting guest members, dropping them off and possibly 

taking them home again later in the day. We do not necessarily need 

you to be available each week, nor even for both journeys. However, we 

do need you to be willing to undertake a DBS check, show evidence of 

your insurance, and in the current climate to comply with all relevant 

Covid-19 regulations and guidance. 

If you would like to know more about volunteering as part of our team, 

or about becoming a guest member, do get in touch for further infor-

mation.  

Lisa Stubbs 07870 203374  

 

Missing Links 

Due to the restrictions of the past few months, and with uncertainty 

over the near future, some of our usual contributions are missing. We 

hope to see the following back in the next issue, and in the meantime 

do keep an eye on the noticeboards and other media for information 

and updates on events and activities including: 

 Jumble Sales    Bourne Cafe 

 Moviola     Newbourne Players 
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Churches 
 

Bourne Valley Methodist Church 

Minister: Rev Steve Hawkes 01722 334833  revdsteve@outlook.com 

Senior Steward: Joy Davey  01980 611857 

 

Dear friends 

Well, this has certainly been a strange few months hasn’t it? All of our 

usual social gatherings have had to be cancelled and that also includes 

services every Sunday. However, technology has come to our aid and as 

many will already know, we have continued to hold our Sunday morn-

ing worship via YouTube. For those unable to access the wonders of 

the Internet, hard copies of services have been posted, along with audio 

CD’s as requested. 

But I have been reflecting during this time, on the importance of being 

together, and I’d like to share a brief story with you about the im-

portance of ‘togetherness’. 

An American veteran who was part of the D-Day invasion described 

meeting Churchill prior to the launch of that bloody offensive against 

the forces of Nazism. He said D-Day was the most frightening experi-

ence of his life. "In fact,” he said, “I don't think some of us would have 

been able to do what we did if it weren't for a visit we got just before we 

crossed the English Channel." That visit was from Winston Churchill. 

He rode up in a jeep, got out, and mingled with the troops. "He shook 

hands with us and even hugged some of us," the veteran recalled. "He 

spoke of his own wartime experience and identified with our emotions. 

Then, he stood up in his jeep and gave a five-minute speech. He spoke 

the whole time with tears in his eyes."  

Here's what Churchill said: "Gentlemen - I know you are afraid. I re-

member being afraid when I was a soldier. I had the privilege of de-

fending my country...through dark days when we didn't know whether 

we would accomplish what we had been given to do. But this is your 

moment. We are counting on you to rise to the occasion and achieve 
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everything you have set out to do. The fate of the free world rests on 

your shoulders. May this be your finest hour." The veteran said  

"Needless to say, our group of frightened soldiers turned into a band of 

men who were ready to take on anybody." Togetherness - it's a powerful 

thing when you put it into practice! 

We have all been ‘doing battle’ since the beginning of ‘lockdown’ with 

Covid-19, and sadly the threat has not completely gone away. However, 

we are hopeful that we will be able to meet again very soon, although 

it’s clear that any social activity, including Sunday services, will look ra-

ther different for a while to come. The Salisbury Circuit of the Method-

ist Church is advising that we postpone re-opening for worship until the 

beginning of October, but we are looking forward to being able to prac-

tise ‘togetherness’ again as it really is a very powerful thing. 

All of us at Bourne Valley Methodist Church hope and pray that you 

have been able to keep safe during this difficult time, and that we will be 

able to meet again very soon. 

Yours in Christ 

Rev Steve Hawkes 

 

Anglican Parish News 
The Rector:  Rev Peter Ostl i -East  01980 611350 

revpeterbvt@gmail.com 

 

The Rector writes: Since the last edition of the Village Link, in March 

this year, pretty much everything that had been advertised, in the way of 

church services, the Fete, and annual meetings, has been cancelled or 

postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic that has become the defining 

feature of our lives, locally and throughout the world, during 2020.  

Now we are cautiously emerging from ‘lockdown’ and beginning to ex-

plore the new environment of life being lived in a way which is not just 

socially distanced but, for many, still comparatively isolated, and with a 

considerable level of anxiety. How are we to adapt? Are there lessons 

we can learn from this experience? Will life ever be ‘the same’ again, or 

does the ‘new’ normal give us an opportunity to re-think some of what 

we used to take for granted (both good and bad) and make changes in 
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order to improve the future?  Since mid- June, both St Mary’s Church 

in Winterbourne Gunner and St Michael & All Angels in Winter-

bourne Earls have been open for private prayer for at least some parts 

of each week, and we plan to start some Sunday services in the Winter-

bournes during August.   

On Sunday 2
nd
 August, St Mary’s Winterbourne Gunner will hold a 

Book of Common Prayer (BCP) service of Holy Communion at 

9.30am. Under social distancing requirements, St Mary’s can only ac-

commodate a congregation of up to 21 (individuals or households) and 

anyone wishing to attend should please contact the churchwarden Si-

mon Ward on 01980 611262 or by email sabward@btinternet.com to 

book a place. Please arrive in good time for the service, and wear a 

facemask (to protect yourself, and others). Sadly no singing is yet al-

lowed in church, and Communion will be received in just one form (ie: 

the wafer), but I hope being able to gather for worship in church will 

bring spiritual comfort to all who would like to come along. It is intend-

ed that services at St Mary’s will continue on the first Sunday of each 

month, for the time being, and the church will be open for private pray-

er from the Wednesday following such Sundays until the Wednesday 

preceding the next Sunday service – subject to any other requirement. 

Please check with Simon Ward if you are in any doubt, or wish to ac-

cess St Mary’s at any other time. Thank you. 

Looking ahead, St Mary’s plans to hold a Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

at 10.00am on Sunday 4
th
 October which will be followed by the meet-

ing of parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and 

then, all being well, a Bring & Share Harvest Lunch at 12.30pm. Please 

do come along and take part in these events. 

Traditionally, on All Souls’ Day (2
nd
 November each year) St Mary’s has 

hosted the annual ‘Service of Remembering’ for the Bourne Valley. 

Due to present circumstances, this Service will now be held in St Mary’s 

at 4.00pm on Sunday 1
st
 November. This is an opportunity to remem-

ber, in gratitude and prayerfulness, all those who have passed through 

the gateway of death into God’s heavenly kingdom, and whose memo-

ries we treasure. Please make a note of this date and time, and contact 

Simon Ward (as above) if you would like to attend. 

At St Michael & All Angels Winterbourne Earls we plan to hold a Ser-

vice of Holy Communion (Common Worship) at 11.00am on Sunday 

mailto:sabward@btinternet.com
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9
th
 August and again on Sunday 23

rd
 August and thereafter, generally, on the 

second and fourth Sundays of each month. However, Sunday 30
th
 August is 

Rev’d Phil Osler’s last Sunday with us in the Bourne Valley before his retire-

ment, and there will be a ‘Team service’ at 10.00am in St Michael & All An-

gels, to say ‘Thank you’ and ‘Farewell.’ Phil has been with us for four years, 

based at the Rectory in Porton, and his ministry throughout the Bourne Val-

ley has been much appreciated.   

On Sunday 27
th
 September, St Michael & All Angels will hold its Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service at 11.00am which will be followed by the meeting of pa-

rishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and then, all being 

well, a Bring & Share Harvest Lunch at 1.00pm. Do come along and take part 

in these events.  

Looking further ahead, we anticipate being able to hold the annual Remem-

brance Sunday service, at 10.45am on Sunday 8 November in St Michael & 

All Angels this year, but more details about the practicalities for that service 

are yet to be finalised.  

 

 

While St Michael & All Angels has greater capacity than St Mary’s, it would 
be helpful if you could contact me, by phone: 01980 611350 or email: 

revpeterbvt@gmail.com to say you will be attending any of our services, and 
you will be asked to ‘sign in’ with your name and a contact number (or email) 
when you arrive. Please arrive in good time for the service, and wear a face-
mask (to protect yourself, and others). Sadly no singing is yet allowed in 

church, and Communion will be received in just one form (ie: the wafer), but 
I hope being able to gather for worship in church will bring spiritual comfort 

to all who would like to come along.  

Since the nature of the situation in regard to Covid-19 is still very fluid, and 

Government advice and guidance remains subject to change, please be aware 
that the above events may have to be cancelled or adapted at short notice, so 
don’t hesitate to contact me (as above) for any updates in the coming weeks 

and months. Thank you, and every blessing. 

 

 

  

mailto:revpeterbvt@gmail.com
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Update on St Michael & All Angels bells & 

clock restoration appeal: Frustratingly, we 

have had to accept delays to the possibility of 

work starting on this project, and we still need 

to raise £5,000 (having missed out on the tak-
ings from the Fete this summer, which would 
have been very helpful).  Can you please help us meet our fundraising 

target?  

Any gift would be very gratefully received – cheques can be sent to our 

church treasurer, Richard Scott at 11 St Edward’s Meadow, Winter-

bourne Dauntsey, or to the Vicarage, payable to: St Michael’s Church, 

Winterbourne Earls. Alternatively, Richard can let you have bank de-

tails for a direct payment, by email: rjwscott@gmail.com  Thank you 

very much. 

Please contact the Rector, Rev’d Peter Ostli-East on 01980 611350 or 

by email at: revpeterbvt@gmail.com or speak to a churchwarden or any 

PCC member, for more information about activities at the Anglican 

churches in the Bourne Valley.   

You can also visit our website at: www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk and 

please let us know your thoughts, ideas and comments. 

If you enjoy having a regular magazine for your local news and infor-

mation, you may be interested in subscribing to the Bourne Valley Mag-

azine… The BV Mag is managed, edited, printed and distributed by 

people connected with the Churches in the Valley, from Cholderton to 

Ford, and it carries adverts and articles about events and activities 

throughout the Bourne Valley. 10 editions are produced each year, ie: 

monthly except for July/Aug and Dec/Jan, which are ‘combined’ issues, 

and the annual subscription is now £6.00 (60p per edition). Profits at 

the end of each year are shared between the parish churches, in propor-

tion to the number of subscribers from each parish.  If you live in Win-

terbourne Gunner, please contact St Mary’s churchwarden, Simon 

Ward 01980 611262 or sabward@btinternet.com to subscribe.  If you 

live in Winterbourne Earls, Winterbourne Dauntsey, Hurdcott or 

Ford, your parish church is St Michael & All Angels, and Rev’d Peter 

Ostli-East will be very pleased to hear from you …  also, if anyone 
would be willing to help with (or take on) managing BV Mag subscrip-

tions and deliveries here in the Winterbournes – or might like to assist 

the Editor, please don’t hesitate to get in touch, thank you. 

mailto:ostlieast@gmail.com
http://www.bournevalleychurches.org.uk/
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Pétanque in the Winterbournes…   

Unfortunately, pétanque on Sunday after-

noons at the Vicarage hasn’t been possi-

ble so far this year, but we hope to be able 

to welcome you before too long.  At the 

Winterbourne Arms, however, the oppor-

tunity is already being taken to play now – 

with appropriate care and caution, keep-

ing adequate distances from players of different households – although 

sadly the much anticipated Hopback Friendly Pétanque League fixtures 

became a casualty of the  ‘lockdown.’  To look on the bright side, it 

gives us all more time to hone our competitive skills, ready for the 

HFPL season that we hope will take place in 2021.  If you would like to 

play pétanque, or find out more about it, please get in touch with Peter 

01980 611350 or enquire at the Winterbourne Arms  01980 619351, 

while enjoying a meal, a pint, a glass of wine or similar…  Cheers…! 

 

Remember, the Churches are here for YOU, and need your pres-

ence and support if each Parish Church is to flourish and remain 

viable – do come to our Annual Meetings, as shown above, to find 

out more about how you could become involved. 
 

Peter Ostli-East 

Letter from the Rector’s Wife Mari… 

It used to be said that there was ‘nothing new under the sun’ and that 

held true for centuries of human social interaction when a few people 

thrived, and a great many people suffered, with a few cultures develop-

ing social systems along largely gentle and supportive customs, and lots 

around truly barbaric practices. On the whole tribes and countries were 

mostly concerned with their own local troubles.  Then aeroplanes 

opened up the world to many, many more people than the select few 

who could afford travel, and we became used to the notion of the world 

as a “global village” with all the ease to experience other peoples, and 

(Continued on page 34) 
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COVID-19 USEFUL INFORMATION 

Very many thanks to all those who volunteered their help in the village over the 

last 4 months.  Your support has been so much appreciated, whether it be col-

lecting shopping and prescriptions, having a distanced chat, making a phone call, 

passing on information – or sharing surplus products and vegetable plants. 

FOR GENERAL ADVICE AND HELP PLEASE CONTACT YOUR WIN-

TERBOURNE PARISH COUNCILLORS:  

CHARLES PENN 01980 610979   

chair-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk   

MAUREEN ATKINSON 01980 611311  

matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk  

ROSE BLENKINSOPP 01980 611530   

rblenkinsopp-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk    

 

HEARING AID BATTERIES AND ADVICE 

 Drop-in clinics are closed but if you are a Salisbury audiology patient, batteries 

can be posted to you and you can obtain advice on how to get the best from your 

hearing aid – daily cleaning, etc. 

Call Gill Drayson from Action for Hearing Loss on 01722 580014 mobile 07570 

670 643 or email Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk 

 

BOURNE VALLEY LINK SCHEME  

For help with shopping, prescription collection, transport for appointments, etc.  

Call the Coordinator on 01980 611117.  There is no charge but users are invited 

to make an anonymous donation towards the charity’s running costs. 

 

MOBILE POST OFFICE 

Every Tuesday 1.50-3.45pm and Friday 11.35-1.30pm in the car park next to the 

Winterbourne Arms 

 

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY  

You may be able to arrange home delivery by contacting your surgery.  You can 

also register for free delivery with Pharmacy 2U at www.pharmacy2U.co.uk.  

Boots and some other pharmacies also have delivery services but check whether 

they are making a charge.  

mailto:chair-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
mailto:matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
mailto:rblenkinsopp-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
tel:01722%20580014
tel:07570%20670%20643
tel:07570%20670%20643
mailto:Gillian.drayson@hearingloss.org.uk
http://www.pharmacy2U.co.uk
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REEVES THE BAKER 

Bread orders to the villages have now ceased but home deliveries are availa-

ble.  For free delivery the minimum order value is £10.  Orders under £10 have 

a £5 delivery charge.  Order online at   https://reevethebaker.co.uk/ 

KINGMAN’S BUTCHERS, AMESBURY.  Tel:  01980 622155 Will deliver 

for a £5 charge.  Will also include items from Amesbury Pet Stores. 

EGGS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 

Call Keith on 07767 786189.  £3.40 per dozen.  Cheaper by the tray of 2.5 doz-

en. If his phone is busy – keep trying! 

WINTERBOURNE ARMS 

Have signed up for the Government “Eat Out to Help Out” scheme.  As from 3rd 

to 31st August 2020 diners will receive 50% off food and non-alcoholic drinks up 

to a maximum of £10 per person.  This will apply Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday 12noon to 2.30pm and 5pm to 9pm.  No voucher is needed.  To 

book a table call 01980 619351 

BLACK HORSE AT HURDCOTT 

Now open from Wednesday to Sunday from 12noon to 2.30pm and 5.30pm to 

10pm. 

Food served from Friday to Sunday 12noon to 2pm and 5.30pm to 8.30pm.  To 

book a table call 01980 619089 

THE WINTERBOURNES & HURDCOTT COMMUNITY HUB 

Check this out on Facebook for local news and chat. 

 

BEWARE OF SCAMS 

Don’t give your bank card and pin number to someone you do not know and 

trust.   

Be sceptical if you receive  an e-mail, text or WhatsApp message about Coro-

navirus and never click on attachments or links.   

Don’t give out personal data, such as name, address and date of birth. 

Never agree to pay for works in cash from a stranger at the door.  If works need 

doing, ask a friend or neighbour for a recommendation.  

https://reevethebaker.co.uk/
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ways of doing things, with the ability to retreat if there were things you 

didn’t care for, and embrace that which we found agreeable. 

Covid-19 has changed all that. There is a new situation under our sun, a 

virus that in a few short months has shown us humans how puny our il-

lusions of control are. We are not looking on through our televisions at 

the troubles of other countries. Virtually every country in our world is 

focused on this epidemic and the need to control its spread, and 

enough of them may actually work together to accomplish good for eve-

ryone in the development of a vaccine.  

Yet, apparently, there are other dark forces at work. Brexit negotiations 

seem to make no progress. Russia and China seem to be doing their 

best to undermine democracy, and Trump as the leader of the “free 

world” beggars belief. There is now very little acceptable space to ‘agree 

to disagree’ about a whole range of subjects, and the ease with which 

poison is spread by social media, making life unbearable for so many 

vulnerable people, seems so often to outweigh its benefits. But thank 

heavens (!) for Zoom and other internet systems which have allowed us 

to keep in touch with friends and loved ones during this time.  

Will we ever return to life as we knew it? And should we…..? We are 

still trying to explore outer space as an escape from this world, when we 

have ruined it with thoughtless greed - and then we will be able to trash 

the universe!  Nostradamus made a prophecy in the 16th century sug-

gesting that when human kind reaches a point of complete decadence, 

there will be a great closing of something in the world. Could this 

prophecy be coming true? 

Covid-19 has affected people differently in this country. The amount of 

grief and confusion for many has been horrific, the problem of unem-

ployment is a spectre hanging over many lives and an uncertain future 

hangs over all of us, no matter how comfortable our circumstances. It is 

a good time to continue to build on good will and fellowship in our 

communities, and to remember God’s direction to us: that we should 

act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with Him.  

Bless you 

Mari 

(Continued from page 31) 
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From the Community 
Susan Downie writes 

“Could you add a BIG THANK YOU  for all who contributed to the LOVE 

YOUR NEIGHBOUR effort during lockdown.  

We had numerous donations from very generous members of the community 

and also a great comradeship built up during the bread deliveries and collec-

tions at the Glebe Hall. It was lovely to connect with neighbours and to be a 

point of contact for all who just wanted to see another human being once a 

week.  

We ran it for over 12 weeks and it was much appreciated by many. Reeves are 

now providing home deliveries and this came as a result of the success of their 

initiative to villages during lock down.  

We also had donations to help with others and we were able as Advent 

Worldwide Charity to help a number of neighbours with food bags and extra 

bread and it was always God’s grace and mercy that allowed us to experience 

moments of extra bread for a neighbour in need.” 

 

And from Nikki Palmer & 

Georgi Judd:  

This is a Facebook group created 

at the beginning of lockdown for 

residents and others as a place to 

help and support each other with 

things that you might need, or 

any news/events that are happening locally. Members can advertise their busi-

ness (but are asked to not bombard the site) share relevant local information 

or items for sale etc.  It has been especially helpful over the last few months, 

sharing such information as where to find your nearest ‘Mask Tree’ or how to 

place grocery orders for delivery, warnings about rogue traders or lost pets 

etc. The admins for the group are village residents and in order to join up all 

you need to do is be on Facebook, search for ‘The Winterbournes & 

Hurdcott Community Hub’  and request to join, then answer two simple ques-

tions (1) Are you a resident? (2) Do you agree to abide by our rules?  This has 

been a great way to stay connected with what has been going on outside whilst 

we have been unable to leave our homes, and it will continue to provide resi-

dents with local information long after Covid-19! 
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Countryside Matters 
On the allotment…… 

The allotment site, not surprisingly, has been 

busier than usual this year.  Fortunately for those 

of us who rent a plot the government recognised 

very early on that allotment gardening is a safe 

form of exercise with built in social distancing 

and is a good source of healthy food. We have 

been allowed to keep digging throughout the 

pandemic. 

So far this seems to be a good year for us – a rel-

atively mild winter and a very warm spring have brought everything on 

well (including the weeds and just about every pest and plant disease go-

ing!). We use a lot of dried beans in 

the kitchen, and currently have five 

varieties growing on the allotment – 

in the picture is Czar, a runner bean 

with white seeds used as butter beans. 

Behind these a new addition to the 

repertoire is a bean called “Trout”.  I 

thought this might be the closest I 

would get to one this year, but we 

were eventually allowed to start fish-

ing in June. 

….grow your own corona……. 

No, not the virus, or even the beer, but Crown Prince squash (the virus 

gets its name from the crown like appearance under an electron micro-

scope). We have switched to these in 

preference to the more familiar but-

ternut as they seem to keep much 

better through the winter, and are 

easier to grow. The allotment is a 

great place for them as they take off 

like wildfire, even outrunning the 

bindweed. 
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All the plots on the Down Barn Road allotment site are now occupied, 

but if anyone is interested in taking one on do get in touch with the Par-

ish Council. Vacancies do arise from time to time so it is best to be on 

the waiting list. 

Charles Penn 

ANNUAL PARISH FOOTPATH WALK 

SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 

1.30pm to 4.30pm 

Meet in the Glebe Hall Car Park 

Come along at any time during the afternoon to collect your 
free guide and map. 

All we ask is that you take a questionnaire and report back on 
the condition of the Footpaths, so that the Parish Council can 

undertake any necessary remedial work. 

Walking every footpath annually helps to keep them open. 

For further information, contact: 

Maureen Atkinson on 01980 611311 or at  

matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk 

DOG OWNERS 

YOU MAY DEPOSIT BAGGED DOG 

WASTE IN ROADSIDE WASTE BINS 

YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT DOG OWNERS BY LAW MUST PICK UP ANY MESS 

MADE BY THEIR PETS IN PUBLIC PLACES, SUCH AS FOOTPATHS. 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS CAN ISSUE ON THE SPOT 

PENALTY NOTICES TO OFFENDERS AND DOG FOULING CAN BE REPORTED 

TO lostdogs@wiltshire.gov.uk 

HELP TO KEEP OUR VILLAGE SAFE AND CLEAN 

mailto:matkinson-parishcouncil@thewinterbournes.org.uk
mailto:lostdogs@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Young Winterbourne 
 
Bourne Valley Explorer Scout, Scout, Cubs and Beaver 

Groups 

 

First of all I hope you are all managing to keep 

well and stay safe in these strange and difficult 

times. 

You may be wondering why I am writing a report for the magazine 

when face to face Scouting is not able to take due the Covid-19 pan-

demic. Well I can assure you that Scouts will not be beaten and there is 

plenty of Scouting at Home being done by all sections.  Through this 

strange time our Scout motto, Be Prepared, hasn’t changed so our chal-

lenge to them now is, instead of “be prepared to enjoy the great out-

doors” as we usually do, to “be prepared to enjoy the great indoors”! 

In July the group had it’s AGM via Zoom. As well as the business of the 

evening Beavers, Cubs and Scouts were awarded their certificate for the 

woggle of commitment and Chief Scout awards for the various sections. 

We were also able to award Pete Redwood the certificate for his award 

for merit, awarded by the Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, for exceptional ser-

vice for over 12yrs.  

Young people and leaders have taken the challenge to keep our mem-

bers scouting and are acting on it by organising and taking part in a myr-

iad of activities. All sections, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts commemorated 

St George’s Day, helped the Scout Association to hike to the moon, 

took part in a world record for the most people camping out on the 

same night, and commemorated VE Day. 

St George’s Day 23
rd
 April 

St George is the patron saint of Scouting, he demonstrated all the quali-

ties that Scouts promote amongst their members of all ages. That is: to 

persevere in adversity; to challenge themselves; be kind, be a good citi-

zen; and to have a belief in themselves and their abilities, to name just a 

few.  Historically on St George’s Day the District has a parade, celebra-

tion of Scouting and remaking of our Scout promise. We asked every-



39 

one to fly the flag of St George, wear their uniform and remake their promise. 

I was very pleased to receive lots of photos from those members who did ex-

actly that. 

Hike to the Moon 

Also on 23
rd
 April, the day of the Comic Relief and Children in Need, the ‘Big 

Day In’ on Radio and the ‘Big Night In’ on TV, Bear Grylls challenged all the 

Scout movement, young people, adult volunteers and parents to hike to the 

moon. If we all hiked a mile then collectively we could do it and we did, and if 

I’m not mistaken, if we didn’t hike all the way back we nearly did! Some did it 

on their daily walk but lots of us didn’t even leave our premises or gardens but 

did our mile anyway! I did my 2 miles as did our group chairman around our 

garden, getting some very funny looks from our neighbours!, and then we do-

nated to the NHS charity. 

 #CampAtHome  

Exactly 1 week later it was the challenge to camp at home and try for the 

world record of people all camping on the same night. The criteria was, par-

ticipants had to erect a tent in their garden or build a den in their house, and 

sleep in it, pack an overnight bag, build a virtual campfire, help cook a meal 

and do something scouty! For the something ‘scouty’ lots of them toasted 

marshmallows over candles, BBQs or found some other way of toasting them! 

Some, myself included, made a flag for our tent or den. It was great fun and in 

the Bourne Valley we had 54 campers to add to the world record of 95,342!  

VE Day 

Everyone was asked to celebrate VE Day virtually so that was what we did 

here in the Bourne Valley. Members from across all the sections in the group 

put up bunting, decorated their houses and gardens, observed the 2 minute 

silence either in uniform or in some cases army attire and took part in virtual 

street parties or picnics in their gardens. Everyone looked so happy in the 

photos they sent me. 

On the subject of photos I am not going to post any in this magazine, it would-

n’t be fair. I now have so many photos of young people and leaders enjoying 

their scout activities over the last 2 months that it wouldn’t be fair to just 

choose one or two. If you would like to see the photos they are all posted on 

the Bourne Valley Facebook site, if you belong to Facebook why don’t you 

take the time to have a look. I am sure you will be impressed. 
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Beaver Scouts 

As well as the above activities the Beavers have been decorating eggs for 

Easter and making leafy hedgehogs. They made a funny fruity face as part 

of healthy eating for the my skills challenge badge. A funny fruity face is 

just what it says designing a face using fruit and vegetables and then eating 

it of course! Eating is a favourite Beaver activity so I am sure they enjoyed 

this part of the challenge! They then started working for the health and fit-

ness badge by doing agility exercises, healthy snacks and designing a post-

er to promote health living. They have also been exploring what happens 

to their pulse when they exercise. Even though we are concentrating on 

the Great Indoors the Beavers have been getting outside when they can 

and making bee hotels and bug houses in their own gardens. In June they 

started working for their communicator badge. Firstly they decoded a 

message sent to them by Redwood and then wrote a message in code 

which they emailed back. They were also challenged to make a phone call 

to Akela to get an extra challenge, making a flag out of Lego.  A fun activi-

ty followed the badge work, designing and making cookies with character, 

not so healthy but lots of fun. Some of the Beavers completed the cyclist 

badge at the end of June, an activity organised by the Scout District. At the 

beginning of July the Beavers had their first Zoom colony meeting, great 

fun was had taking part in a scavenger hunt, the next Zoom meeting they 

played dragon racing. Recent activities have included designing henna 

hands and building a tower as high as themselves. Some of the beavers 

have also been working for other activity badges, navigator, cook, personal 

challenge and Chief Scout bronze awards. 

Cub Scouts 

Extra activities for the cubs have been working for their personal chal-

lenge badge, which involves challenging themselves to do two things that 

they find difficult. Cubs also have been learning Braille writing, decoding 

messages written in Braille and writing their own message. They have de-

signed a new District Cub badge, decorated eggs, learnt some first aid, 

found out about what effect that exercise have on the heart, and made a 

funny fruity face, part of keeping healthy for the Cub our skills challenge 

badge. In May some of the cubs managed to complete the athletes badge 

which had been adapted for the Great Indoors. Then they started the sci-

entist badge. For this they have completed 6 of the following experiments:

- 1. creating a tornado in a jam jar; 2. exploring what plants need to grow; 
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3. growing crystals; 4. exploring what happens to the pulse and breathing dur-

ing exercise; 5. taking fingerprints; 6. making an egg float and sink; and 7. 

building a strong tower. In between the experiments the Cubs have been mak-

ing bee hotels and bug houses, pizzas, designing making and eating their cook-

ies with character and making and sailing teeny tiny twig rafts. Some of the 

Cubs have also been working for other activity badges, chef, book reader, per-

sonal challenges and also some Chief Scout silver awards. The Cubs have now 

had 4 Zoom meetings once a fortnight. During the meetings they have had a 

scavenger hunt, made mug cakes, played Bingo and made paper aeroplanes 

and finally did a show and tell and made paper boats, the latter with some suc-

cess and some failure as origami over Zoom is tricky!!! 

Scouts 

The Scouts have also been busy. They were challenged to have an Easter 

lockdown camp as well as the #CampAtHome at the end of April. The Easter 

lockdown camp also involved a set of 20 challenges to keep them busy and 

out of mischief. Examples of the challenges were sleep in a tent or den, toast a 

marshmallow, mini pioneering, build a camp gadget, build a flagpole, make 

some eggy bread and write an article for a virtual camp journal to name just a 

few. The scouts had an online quiz as well as  some virtual meetings on 

Zoom. The online quiz was photos of items in a leaders patrol box, myself as 

quartermaster at Scout camps, couldn’t work out some of them! The Zoom 

meetings included practicing some knots and making origami peace doves. 

These are much more difficult than anything the cubs have attempted, very 

tricky via Zoom but most of them achieved it eventually. They had a task 

maker challenge at one meeting and an escape from Hogwarts escape room 

activity on the final meeting of the term. 

The weekend that this report is due members from across the sections are 

joining the rest of the district camping at home in tents and dens and making 

campfires either real or virtual. If they make a real one they have been chal-

lenged to cook something on it and if a virtual one they have 2 choices to 

make the healthy option using fruit, breadsticks and cheese or the less than 

healthy one using marshmallows, Twix and KitKat bars and Smarties or 

M&M’s!!!  

So as you can see that Scouting in the Bourne Valley is very much ALIVE 

AND KICKING and will continue to be so, Covid-19 won’t beat us!  

Group Contact Shirley Moores Group Scout Leader 01980 611614 shirleya-

moores1953@gmail.com 
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1st Winterbourne Rainbows    

Sadly we haven’t been able to meet face to face at all 

since the lockdown in March – but this hasn’t stopped us 

joining in with Guiding activities! 

Lots of the Rainbows have been completing different badges whilst they have 

been at home, including animal lover, construction, recycling and nature badg-

es!  

 

Verity and Emily doing their construction badge!          Izzy has been doing  

             some yummy cooking! 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie-Louise and Savannah have been busy doing their drawing badge and El-

eanor has grown some lovely sunflowers for her nature badge! 

The Rainbows have also taken part in the county camp at home event which 

involved them building their own indoor or outdoor dens and tents at home, 

sleeping overnight in them, having a campfire sing song and making a snack to 

eat in their tent! We were so excited to see their photographs of what they had 

been doing and on top of all the fun the girls also got to earn their nights away 
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badge! See some of our awesome dens below!! 

We also had great fun joining in with lots of VE Day activities in May and had 

our VE Day Bingo cards to complete! The Rainbows had to try and cross of as 

many activities as possible from their card which linked to VE Day. These in-

cluded making bunting, playing 1940’s games and trying out some wartime 

cookery! 

 

 Ella busy making her 

bunting! 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of the girls also joined in with the Guiding stay at home festival in May 

and enjoyed participating in many activities which allowed them to earn pro-

gress on some skill builder badges. 

During the lockdown we have had 4 of our Rainbows earn their silver awards 

through some amazing badge work and this takes them another step nearer to 

earning their gold award which is the highest award you can receive at Rain-

bows! We’ve also celebrated lots of birthdays and have sent out lots of cards 

and birthday badges to those lucky Rainbows!!  

Well done to Ella, Poppy, Hattie and Verity for achieving their silver awards. 

To round off our ‘virtual’ term we had an online meeting which was very excit-
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ing! We had a Rainbow scavenger hunt in which the girls had to find 

objects that were the colours of the rainbow! We also held our pot of 

gold meeting online and said a sad goodbye to the 8 girls that will be 

joining Brownies in the new term and wish them all well on the next 

stage of their Guiding adventure! 

We hope that in the next few months we will all be able to meet face to 

face as guidelines change but for now we would like to wish all our 

Rainbows and their families a very safe and happy summer and thank 

you for all your continued support through these unprecedented times 

and we look forward to seeing you all soon!  

Emma Marsh (AKA Lavender) 

        

Guiding in The Winterbournes 

What a strange few months it has been, our  last entry 

for the village link talked of plans for the term and a 

district outing to PGL which of course has to be can-

celled but Guiding hasn’t stopped in the Winterbournes.  1
st
 Winter-

bourne Guides continue to hold a weekly virtual meeting over zoom 

and Brownies and Rainbows are completing activities and LOTS of 

badges at home.  We have girls who have even managed to achieve 

their bronze and silver awards too during these difficult times. 

This weekend, we held a virtual sleepover with 24 hours of challenges 

resulting in all of the girls earning their camp skills builder 

badge.  They were pitching tents, making and lighting fires, cooking 

dinner and s’mores and making night lights.  We even managed to fit 

in promise ceremonies for 5 girls and 2 adults. Girlguiding has very re-

cently allowed us to meet small groups of girls in person and we took 

advantage of this by ensuring all of our paperwork was in place in order 

for us to meet 12 Brownies and 12 guides for a picnic lunch and a scav-

enger hunt on Saturday, the first units to meet in the County. It was so 

nice to see them in person after all of these months and we are hopeful 

that from September we will be able to on a more regular basis.  If not, 

we will be back to zoom and setting more, exciting challenges for them 

to do. 

Sarah Laver 

District Commissioner, Bourne Valley District 

Brown Owl, 1
st
 Winterbourne Brownies 
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Winterbourne Earls Church of  

England School                                             

This summer’s school article will be quite different 

to our usual one. We often begin by telling you 

how lovely it was to welcome all the children back 

after the Easter holidays but, sadly, that was not the 

case this year.  Although we have remained open 

to key workers’ children throughout the lockdown, 

we have been unable to open for all pupils. That said, there is plenty of 

positive news to report, both in school and from our hardworking children 

(and parents) at home. 

Our team of teachers and support staff have worked tirelessly to ensure 

that children have access to their learning and the children, both in school 

and at home, have risen to the challenge in good spirits and with determi-

nation.   

Our Reception Class children have been super busy learning about rep-

tiles, aliens and becoming engineers for a week. They have built houses 

from boxes, watched beans grow from seeds and studied classroom cater-

pillars. All of this on top of adding up and taking away to 10; exploring the 

teen numbers; doubling and halving; and measuring and weighing. 

Year 1 children took inspiration from 70s favourites The Wombles by 

looking at recycling and thinking about how to make good use of things 

that are usually thrown away. They made some lovely Womble sock pup-

pets and designed vehicles in which to transport them.  

As this would have been an Olympic year, children throughout the school 

have been looking into its history and created their own countries to com-

pete in the games. They also learnt about Wimbledon and used it as a fo-

cus for writing, maths, science experiments and even design, when they 

designed a women’s trophy. 

Storytelling, bubble making and designing board games are just a few of 

the other activities children have been involved in at home and at school.  

Year 6 did not have the leavers activities and events that were originally 

planned, however, with some creative thinking and hard work, Mrs Rawn-

son, Hannah Rogers and a fabulous team of Y6 parents ensured they were 

able to have a truly memorable leaving celebration to mark the end of 

their primary school education. 
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Sports 

Although our sporting calendar has looked very different this year, we have 

remained active. During the early days of lockdown, many of our children 

(and staff) enjoyed PE with Joe Wicks. Since then we have focussed on fit-

ness, wellbeing and sporting skills. 

In July, we held a virtual sports day where children in school and at home 

completed a series of events including running, throwing, jumping and ob-

stacle courses. Their individual scores were then collated and added to 

their overall team scores. 

Mrs Carter and her running club did not let their training go to waste as 

they completed a virtual mini marathon. Children completed a 20 minute 

run and measured how far they had managed to get during that time. We 

were so impressed with their efforts – very well done to all those children 

and parents who took part.   

Wellbeing 

The wellbeing of our children and their families is always at the heart of all 

we do. Our pastoral and wellbeing manager, Mrs McEwan, put together a 

fantastic resource on the school website with a wealth of information on 

mindfulness and mental health support, aimed at both children and their 

parents. You can find this resource by following the link below: 

https://www.winterbourneearls.org/winterbourne-wellbeing-for-parents-and-

children/  

With a view to raising spirits, our team rose to the ‘Toilet Roll Challenge’ 

and put together a little video which can be found on the school website, 

under the ‘Children’ -  ‘Gallery’ sections. 

https://www.winterbourneearls.org /gallery/  

 

As you can see, life in and out of school has remained busy for our chil-

dren, staff and parents. We are so proud of how the children have adapted 

to new ways of working and playing.  We would like to take this opportuni-

ty to wish everyone a very well deserved, restful and happy summer and we 

look forward to welcoming everyone back to school in September. 
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Some Entertainment  
 

Ghost Stories from The Winterbournes 

I was going to leave these ghost stories for a cold 

winters’ night by the fire but decided a warmish 

night was by far a better choice. Especially if you 

believe in ghosts. 

 

 

The Manor Winterbourne Dauntsey. Taken from Mrs Mary Hatcher 

Remembers 17th February 2005. 

“These are some of my memories, I could go on and on. But I will tell 
you about the ghost stories relating to the Burt household and the grey 

lady said to haunt Wilbury House and Park. 

 It is said that one very severe winters night a traveller rang the bell 

which was on the side of the house at Winterbourne and asked for 
food and shelter for the night. He was turned away, and next morning 
his frozen corpse was found in the snow. Sometime later the Burt fam-
ily were to leave by coach to attend a dinner party at Roach Court 

Winterslow. A daughter of the house complained that she could not 
go as she was feeling unwell and would retire to her bed. As she got to 
the top of the stairs she turned and looked back and saw this ghostly 
figure standing in the hallway, the shock of which caused her to fall 

headlong down the stairs. Her injuries were such that she never walked 
again. I have seen her grave among other Burt members in St 
Michaels Churchyard. The last member of the Burt family was cared 
for by a Miss **** who had been a nurse and when he died left her 

the manor. I questioned her on the subject, and she told me that some 

very strange things happened in that house, quite definitely haunted.”  
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Headless donkey and Sir Thomas Beckett. Taken from Miss E Med-

lam, born 29 July1883. Infants school teacher. 

“My uncle Martin was a young lad who had to help my grandfather 

fetch the cows and help in the dairy. Now in this field near the spring of 
water was a very old elm tree with two hollow trunks and was supposed 
to be haunted by a donkey with no head. It is falling to pieces now but, 
in those days, it was very strong and sturdy, and I lived in fear and trem-

bling that the donkey would appear at our gate. There were two 
thatched cottages at the bottom of Mrs Carter’s garden and the one 
nearest the old elm tree was occupied by us. But I was frightened to go 
into that field and play because of the donkey who might come from 

the trunk at any time. The cows were sent to graze in that field and my 
grandfather called Martin early in the morning to fetch the cows so that 
milking could be started as soon as possible in the farmyard. The cows 
were standing some thirty yards away from the gate and seemed in no 

hurry to come across from the field. Martin sauntered into the field and 
grandfather stood by the gate and waited. But Martin had a terrible 
fright as the cows turned to the opposite end of the field. Martin drove 
the stragglers round the side of the barbed wire nearest the spring of wa-

ter and leading to the haunted tree. “Mercy me” said Martin “Whatever 
is going on here”. As soon as they reached the tree they stampeded and 
if they had been capable of speech they would have echoed Martin’s 
cry,  for standing beneath that tree was a shining and heavenly figure 

most beautiful to behold and the cows needed no driving, they went 
across to the gate as if they were possessed by demons and my grandfa-
ther had to jump out of the way or he would have been knocked down 
by the scampering animals. Into the yard they went with Martin fleeing 

behind them. “You young rascal”, shouted my grandfather, “What do 
you mean by driving the cows in that fashion and nearly knocking me 
down”. “There is an angel standing near the tree not far from the spring 
and the bright light from him frightened the cows out of their wits and 

frightened me too as I have never seen an angel before”. “Good Heav-
ens, boy you must have seen St Thomas himself, for years ago he 
walked over to Winterbourne from Clarendon Court and sometimes 

passed by the bridge, which is called by his name, St Thomas Bridge.”  
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“It is believed that there are ghost stories of Winterbourne that should 
be recorded, and I would welcome any tale from the older inhabitants. 
Was there not a wagon or coach, that went up the village street at mid-

night?” 

Taken from box 19-3 The History of the Three Winterbournes. 

 

I can only reiterate the writing from above. Does anyone have or know 

of any other ghost stories in our villages that I could add to the collec-

tion? 

 Angela Armstrong 

Archivist, Bourne Valley Historical Society 
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Forthcoming Events 

Farleys Malone Community lunches have taken on a different 

look during Covid 19!  We are so very aware how hard the seclusion 

of lockdown has effected our older and vulnerable population especial-

ly those who have been required to shield.  We spent many hours try-

ing to find ways in which we could possibly alleviate some of feelings of 

isolation during this time and are now currently operating  -  

an on-line virtual lunch time experience every Thursday lunchtime at 

12.30  

For those new to the internet we have provided tablets which are all 

pre-prepared for logging in to our meeting so enable those who are not 

quite so internet savvy to achieve things they never thought possi-

ble!  Each week we run either a quiz or a Bingo session (Bingo cards 

are delivered to each person in advance) and there is a prize for the 

overall winner each week.  If you have a broadband (internet) connec-

tion in your home, and would like to join us, please get in touch.  If 

you don’t have a device we will try to assist you, if you do we will help 

connect you.  These lunchtime sessions are full of laughter and an ex-

change of views as well as the quiz/Bingo and all are very welcome. 

Please contact Jan Tidd on 07743 730768 for more infor-

mation!  Come and join in, you will be very welcome. 

http://www.farleysmalonecommunity.org/  

http://www.farleysmalonecommunity.org/
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Advertisements 
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   Painting and Decorating Services 

Residential and Commercial 

Internal and External 

Professionalism and quality assured, with over 15 years of experience 

 

For enquiries or no obligation quote, please call Conrad on 079000 58325 

Email: conrad@ccbpropertymaintenance.co.uk. 

.                                                           
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Our advertising prices are given below. Our circulation is now 600 cop-

ies and our readership is much more. The magazine therefore gets to a 

lot of people in the area.  

It would help us to keep costs down if we use email rather than postage. 

Please could all advertisers include an email address where possible? 

When submitting an advert please send it to: 

winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com 

If you are not sending it by email please post it to the Editor: 

 

Our advertising prices for 2020 (still kept at 2016 rate) are given below. 

Please indicate how long you would like your advert to run (there are 

three issues a year) and what size you would like it to be, remembering 

that the magazine is printed in black and white and is in A5 format. 

Cheques should be made payable to Winterbourne Parish Council and 

sent to the Editor, Dr EJ Penn.  Alternatively payment can be made by 

BACS or standing order; please contact the Editor for details. 

Size of advert  Cost for 1 year *  Cost for 1 issue 

Full page    £120    £44 

Half page    £80     £29 

Quarter page    £48     £17.50 

*10% discount if you advertise for the whole year 

Advertising in the Village Link 

Dr EJ Penn 

Grange Cottage 

Gaters Lane 

Winterbourne Dauntsey 

SP4 6ER 

mailto:winterbournevillagelink@gmail.com
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Allotments               Roy Judd                           611751 

Amenities                  Maureen Atkinson                    611311 

Anglican Churches   Rev Peter Ostli-East                       611350   

Beavers                      Shirley Moores                        611614  

Kindred Winterbourne Earls Day Nursery                           611766 

BV Singers                   Anne French                          610062 

Brownies (2
nd
 Winterbourne)   Heather Shepherd             611376 

Brownies (1
st
 Winterbourne)    Sarah Laver                           610743 

BV Link Scheme Co-ordinator                             611117 

Cubs                            Shirley Moores                        611614 

Club Friday                            Lisa Stubbs                              07870203374 

Glebe Hall Bookings       www.glebehall.org.uk              07840887842 

Historical Society               Maureen Atkinson                       611311 

Horticultural Society         Pam Taylor                               619204 

Methodist Church             Rev Steve Hawkes             01722 334833 

Methodist Hall Bookings       Maureen Homer                  611172 

Newbourne Players         Tracy Cooke                          07795326916 

Pilates                                       Angie Sutton                           07876160706 

Porton Badminton Club          Jan Fower                               610063 

Porton Flower Arrangers  Penny Fleet                                       611815 

Rainbows                                  Emma Marsh                         07787313555  

Scouts                             Shirley Moores                               611614 

Sew, Knit & Natter                    Joanne Sankey                                   551118 

Village Link Editor         Liz Penn                                            610979 

Website             http://www.winterbourneparishcouncil.com            

Wiltshire Police (non-emergency)                                        101         

Winterbourne Earls School       Jenny Purchase                        611356 

Yoga                                           Lisa Mullineaux                     07528805984 

Useful Telephone Numbers 


