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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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From the Pastor’s Desk:

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

This changes EVERYTHING!

on what we had heard and experienced. It would take
me hours and hours to unpack everything we talked
about, but let is suffice to say: the National Youth
Gathering made a remarkable impact on everyone
who participated.
I was excited to attend the National Youth Gathering
before we left for Houston, but I had no idea how
amazing it would be. To hear nationally celebrated
speakers and leaders in our church, to worship
alongside over 30,000 other faithful Lutherans, and to
be blessed by the hospitality and hope of a city like
Houston, has the potential to change the course of
someone’s life, and faith-life, forever. This is why I
hope you can start to see how important this kind of
event is for the faith formation of our youth. Whether
you are a parent whose child will go to a Gathering in
the future or a member of our Grace Lutheran church
family who is striving to fulfill the promises we make
at the time of someone’s baptism, to support them in
their life of faith, this kind of event is something that all
of us can use to bless others and be blessed in return.

Can I just tell you how proud of and inspired by our
youth I am? After seven whirlwind days in Houston,
Texas for the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering, I left
feeling, yes, a little exhausted, but a whole lot of hope
for God’s work in our world through the faith and
leadership of our emerging adults. To see how our six
teens dug deep into their faith, trying new experiences
and seeing how they, in all their beautiful uniqueness,
are beloved children of God, was a powerful reminder
for me of the role of a faith community, the importance
of wrestling with difficult questions, and the continual
work of the Holy Spirit. It was truly an experience
centered around the truth that “Jesus has changed and
is changing everything!”
Each day of the National Youth Gathering we had a
different theme to focus our study, service, fellowship,
and worship: God’s call changes everything, God’s love
changes everything, God’s grace changes everything,
God’s hope changes everything, and Jesus changes
everything. Each evening we were blessed at the Mass
Gathering with different speakers that spoke of how
these different blessings of God had changed their
lives, especially in the darkest moments. After our Mass
Gathering, which was jam-packed with speakers and
music, we would gather to debrief the day and reflect

I cannot thank each and every one of you for the
support you provide for programs such as the National
Youth Gathering, through prayer, financial support,
and the encouragement of our youth. It may not be
a ministry that you experience firsthand, but let me
tell you, it is one in which the Holy Spirit is moving
and shaking, and reminding us that God has and is
changing everything!
Your sister in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney
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Pictures from
houston

News

The big issue at this month’s
Council meeting was the church’s air
conditioning
system. A representative from the Property Committee,
Bob Fishel, detailed the many problems with our A/C
and the time has come for it to be replaced. Since this
will involve a significant expense a special meeting will
have to be called to obtain congregation approval. Bob
pointed out that the unit which cools our food pantry
needs immediate replacement as our food pantry is
subject to state regulation which includes maintaining
a 70⁰ temperature. Council approved this request.
For our devotions, Pastor Courtney had us read and
reflect upon the previous Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 6:
1-13). We were asked how we are called as individuals
and as a church in the context of this reading. Pastor
was pleased to report that 13 kids from the community
had registered for our Vacation Bible School (VBS).
She suggested the church advertise our services in the
Red Lion/Dallastown Community Courier. Council
approved this. She also wants to put together an
audit committee to do an internal audit and is seeking
candidates.
Finally, we welcomed Connie Walters who has filled
our vacant seat on Council.

New & returning member
class offered

Have you sensed that the Holy Spirit is calling you to
commit to being rooted in a faith community? Grace
Lutheran Church will be welcoming new and returning
members in worship on Sunday, September 9 at 10:00
a.m. If you would like to respond to God’s call to serve
the Lord with all you are all you have here at Grace
Lutheran in Red Lion, we invite you to join us for
our new and returning members class: both Sunday,
August 12 and Sunday, August 25 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
A dinner meal will be provided on both dates. Please
talk with Pastor Courtney to sign-up!
“Returning members” would be those who have at
one point been active members at Grace but have not
communed or given
a recorded tithe in
the past two years
and would like to
re-commit to being
active and voting
members again.

Special Sunday School August 12
Wet Worship
Come to Sunday School prepared
to experience the story of the
beginning of creation in a whole
new way.
Be sure to dress to get WET!
*In the event that it is too wet to hold
Wet Worship outdoors, it will be held on
Sunday, August 19.

Pastoral Acts

There were no Pastoral Acts this month.
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Strangers in Kenya
What we’ve been up to these last
From coast to coast to coast
With family and churches on the East Coast and four months…
family and churches on the West Coast, the past few

Ryan attended his last on-campus class towards
his Master's from Dallas Theological Seminary in
May. After three more classes this year, he'll have his
degree, and this fruitful and challenging chapter of life
which began in January 2013 will be complete! The AP
program invited Ryan to be a Reader again this year,
and the flight to Kansas City is a whole lot shorter from
San Diego than from Kenya! He graded 1,225 papers in
7 days during June and worked alongside hundreds of
professionals from all across America.

months of home assignment brought us an amazing
number of visits enjoyed and miles logged. If you
were in attendance at one of our presentations, you
probably heard us talk about other coasts as well-like
the coasts of Tanzania and Madagascar. RVA has been
focusing on Unreached People Groups among the
student body the past few years, and this year, we've
seen a new expression of this. Each class has adopted
a people group to learn about and pray for. But it goes
much deeper than that! The people groups are ones
that students in that class work with. For example,
Micah's class of 2022 chose the Alagwa people. One
of Micah's classmates lives with the Alagwa when she
is not at RVA and her parents are building a church
among this group in Tanzania. The Alagwa aren't just
a name drawn from a hat. Their lives and destiny are
very much tied to our student body at RVA. As staff,
we celebrate these prayer emphases as well, because
none of us would be there if it weren't for a for love for
the unreached in Africa and the families that sacrifice
so much to see the Good News taken to every coast.

Heather led our home schooling efforts for Micah (8th
grade), Asher (5th grade), and Claire (1st grade) while
we were away from RVA. With the help of Gidgitte
and Joan Dougherty, she kept our kids motivated
and learning even with the San Diego sun beckoning
outside! It's hard to imagine that we've just completed
our fourth home assignment over the past 13 years of
ministry in Kenya.
Our next scheduled home assignment will be in
another three years (2021). However, we are reminded
of the words of Proverbs 16:9-"We make our own plans,
but the Lords decides where we will go." Whether God
decides that we spend one more year or twenty more in
Kenya, we pray for His leading in ministry, marriage,
and parenting. Thanks for being part of our team and
praying for the unreached in Africa and our work with
missionary kids.

We love seeing our own children grow in their
awareness of God's love that leaves the 99 to go after
the one lost sheep (Luke 15: 1-7). Asher's class of 2025
prays for the Zigua people of Tanzania and Claire's
class of 2029 prays for example the Antakarana people
of Madagascar. Please join with us in helping Isaiah
42: 12 becoming a reality among all church people
groups: "Let them give glory to the Lord and declare
his praise in the coastlands."

Attention Choir Members
and Handbell Ringers!
Choir rehearsals:
Begin Wednesday September 12,
2018 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary

Handbell rehearsals:
Begin Wednesday September 12,
2018 from 8:00-9:00 p.m. on the
balcony.

New members are most
certainly welcome to both!
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Book Club

Graceful Women
Because our picnic in July was postponed, we will
have our picnic at Nancy Golden’s home on August 2.
Please meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. Please notify
Nancy at 244-1994 if you are unable to attend. Last
names A-G, bring salads, H-P bring vegetables, and
Q-Z bring dessert.

The book club meets
every third week of the
month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Welcome Center. However,
we are not meeting in
August due to everyone’s
vacation schedules. Join us
in September. We are reading Wolf Hollow by Lauren
Wolt. Goodreads.com has this to say about the book:
“Growing up in the shadows cast by two world
wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady life
in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new
student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty
quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative,
and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things
quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran
Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others
have always seen Toby’s strangeness,
Annabelle knows only kindness. She
will soon need to find the courage
to stand as a lone voice of justice as
tensions mount.”

What’s In the
Display case?

Memories & Souvenirs

Our cabinet contains church
history.
W. W. Stauffer was
superintendent of Grace Lutheran
Church for over 35 years. When he
retired, Laura and Charlotte Wakley
and many helpers made a scrapbook
of memories for him. Several years ago his family
donated the scrapbook to our church. We are sharing
some of the writings and photos and believe some
of you will remember the people mentioned in the
pictures in the cabinet.

If you would like a copy of the book,
please see Jennifer Rudolf or Geri
Jacobs.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

How to submit to
the Newsletter

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

We’ll take care of the rest.

Save the new year’s
eve celebration!

As we approach this tremendous
outreach program here at Grace, it
is with despair that we announce
that we have lost several of our
leaders to other responsibilities
leaving Ellen Warntz as the major
organizer. You know that this ministry serves the
community in many ways including food, crafts and
music in a safe place for all families, free of charge.
Right now, Ellen is struggling with arthritis of the
hip, looking forward to a possible hip replacement.
Depending on the decision of the surgeon, she might
be out of commission for many weeks. If you are
interested in saving the New Year’s Eve Celebration,
please contact Ellen as soon as possible so that plans
can be made to get things moving in the right direction.
Your obligation would involve enlisting volunteers,
setting up and cleaning up the craft area and spending
time at church on New Year’s Eve from 4:00-10:00
p.m. Listen to God’s call upon your heart to keep this
ministry alive.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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Stewardship of our church

Christian love, trust, honesty, truth, forbearance,
forgiveness.

At all times there must be and remain one holy,
Christian church. It is the assembly of all believers
among whom the gospel is purely preached and the
holy sacraments are administered according to the
gospel.

Building: Our building is NOT the church, but
a tool of the church for ministry. We provide the
resources to maintain our building as useful for
the Gospel, but feel free to move on if it no longer
serves.

Augsburg Confession, Article VII: Stewarddiscipleship means taking care of all that God
has blessed us with. We think of our health, our
relationships and our money, but our church? You
bet! The church, the only organization whose primary
purpose is to bring people into intimate relationship
with God and also gather them as sacred community.
Without church, how would people grow in faith?
How would the Gospel be spread to all nations, as
Jesus commands in Matthew 28:19, 20? So what does
it mean to be a good steward of our church? Here are
some ideas:

Resources: Understanding that ministry to
God’s people takes resources, we give generously
of our time and talents. We strive to give a tithe
– 10 percent of our financial blessings. Faith
formation: It takes learning and practice to grow
closer to God, both as individuals and community.
We support and participate in studying the Bible
and theology. We promote and engage in spiritual
practices that feed our souls.

Focus: We are dedicated to God’s Word and
Sacrament as the means by which God’s grace is
poured into us and out to the world. Our service
projects and social events may flow from this, but
they are secondary.

Although we tend to think that our church has
a mission, it’s more accurate to say that God has a
mission, and that mission has a church. We grow in
faith as people and community when we dedicate
ourselves to good stewardship of our church.

Community: As the Augsburg Confession
(above) declares, the church is the community
of God’s people dedicated to Word and
Sacrament. We build strong community through
healthy relationships guided by principles of

--Rob Blezard Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard.
Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an
assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod
and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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Vacation Bible School is here! VBS 2018, God’s
Amazing Barnyard! will be lots of fun for our Pre-K
~ 6th graders. Don’t forget to register now!
A few items are still needed for Crafts :
Old newspapers
Empty 2 liter soda bottles
Potting soil
Canopy tents (for Sunday, Aug. 5).
There is a box in the church office marked "VBS
Donations" to place any of these items you can help
us out with.
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP!
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August Celebrations

Hunger
doesn’t take a
vacation

Happy Birthday

When summer comes, we
tend to take a vacation, not
just from work but also from
church activities. The work remains, however, so we
will be packing boxes on August 18 and 25 and need
volunteers to come to help, especially since we won’t
have the advantage of having high school students
help. If you can give your time, even an hour, please
join us at 8:30 a.m. on those Saturdays. We will be
blessed on the 26th of August as our summer Sunday
school attendees will be packing the health care boxes
for our clients. If you are interested in helping with
this activity, meet us downstairs in the food storage
room at 10:00 a.m. We continue to need your support
of time and money but right now we are still able to
meet the need of our hungry families when the call
comes. Our food distribution is scheduled for Monday,
September 10 with sanctuary set-up on the 9th. Please
mark your calendar now so that you can come to assist
the volunteers complete this work in a short period of
time.

01 - Kevin Grim
02 - Colleen T. Grove
03 - Cindy Golden
05 - Isaac Phillips-Cary
07 - John Fishel
08 - Kaitlyn Germick
08 - Sara Stauffer
10 - Betty Laucks
10 - J. Kenneth Laucks Jr.

Lutheran Camping

12 - Dawn Coeyman
16 - Ronald Golden
20 - Kristine Eveler
22 - Chase Traina
25 - Denise Kerr
27 - Deborah Warntz
29 - C. Richard Rhine
29 - Emily Shoffner
30 - Jud Stauffer

Wedding Anniversaries

The following events are
happening at our Lutheran
Camps this month:

04 - Robert & Joyce Arnold
05 - Marc & Marie Martin
08 - Cora Sue & Lynn Herbst
10 - J. Kenneth Jr. & Betty Laucks
11 - Kelby & Alisha Mundis
12 - William & Carol Coeyman
15 - Andrew & Deborah Warntz
16 - Michael & Jackie Atkins
18 - Charles & Janet Murphy
19 - Gerald & Connie Heiss
20 - Robert & Alana Haag
24 - Bradley & Wendy Mummert
25 - Freeland & Kathleen Shaffer
27 - Dennis & Connie Walters
27 - Jack & Ellen Warntz
30 - Darla Ray & Greg Hodson

•August 5-11: Family
Camp at Kirchenwald
•August 5-11: Family
Camp at Nawakwa
•August 24: Lutheran
Camping Night at the
Lancaster Barnstormers
For more information, visit the website, www.
lutherancamping.org/events/, or call (717) 677-8211
Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
August’s flowers are sponsored by:
05 - Gary Krout
12 - Jack Jones
19 - George McCallum
26 - Jean Grim
Barb Slavinsky (Pedestal)
September’s flowers are sponsored by:
02 - Richard Rhine
09 - Mrs. Edward Arnold
16 - Connie Heiss
23 - Barb Slavinsky
30 - Grace Lutheran

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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5:30 pm: New & Returning
Members Class

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

26
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

5:30 pm: New & Returning
Members Class
19
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

27

20
Beacon (Newsletter) ~
Due Date for next
month's issue

28

21

14

13

12
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:00 am: Wet Worship
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MONDAY

5
10:00 am: Special VBS Joint
Worship Service, followed by
VBS & SS Potluck with games,
face painting, and more!

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

9
6:30 pm: Church Council
meeting

23

29
30
6:00 pm: Financial Education

22

5:00 pm: Music & Worship
Committee

FRIDAY

10

3
5:30 pm: VBS - God's
Amazing Barnyard

31

24

16
17
6:30 pm: Men's Faith Huddle
at Mexitaly (with Zion
7:00 pm: Finance Committee Lutheran)

15
6:00 pm: Money Basics 101
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5:30 pm: Graceful Women
meet at church for picnic

1
2
5:30 pm: VBS - God's Amazing 5:30 pm: VBS - God's
Barnyard
Amazing Barnyard

WEDNESDAY

August
SATURDAY

25
8:30 am: Food Pantry Packing

18
8:30 am: Food Pantry Packing
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