
The Second Sunday of Epiphany – a liturgy for worship at home 

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
On this Second Sunday of the Epiphany, we consider the call of God to us as                
Christian disciples. It is about how we came or come to know Jesus and so               
follow him. In our worship today let us experience his invitation anew that we              
may come to know him better, see what he is about and what he expects of us.                 
This message is also appropriate for us as members of Christ’s worldwide            
Church. Tomorrow, the annual week of prayer for Christian unity begins, so in             
our worship today and throughout the week let us pray that we may resolve to               
work diligently with our brothers and sisters of other Christian traditions that,            
even with our natural human diversity, we may learn to live as one family of               
God once again. 
 
Act of Penitence 
If only we had heeded more the word of the Lord. Let us ask him to forgive us                  
now for the times we have failed to listen to him. 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us through your Spirit, prompting us to do and say               
what is good and just and right.  Help us to hear your voice: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us when our shepherds and prophets remind us how              
we can serve you and our neighbour.  Help us to hear your voice. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us when people appeal to our sense of justice, mercy               
or compassion.  Help us to hear your voice. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Forgive us, Lord, for the times that we have turned a deaf ear to you when you                 
spoke to us. Help us to be attentive to your word and your will, and keep us on                  
the road to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 
Act of Praise 
The Gloria as follows or some other hymn of praise 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give             
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away                
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the                  
Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most                 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our              
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known                
your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and              
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                
Amen. 

 
Today’s readings 

A reading from the first book of Samuel                                      (3: 1 – 10) 

 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, 
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.  
 
Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay down.  
 
The LORD called again, “Samuel!”  
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
 
 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  
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Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore, Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 139: 1 – 5 & 12 – 18 
O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down 

and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You mark out my journeys and my resting place and are acquainted with all my 

ways. 

 For there is not a word on my tongue, but you, O Lord, know it altogether.  

You encompass me behind and before and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, so hight that I cannot attain it. 

 For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb.  

I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are your 

works, my soul knows well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was made in secret and woven in 

the depths of the earth. 

 Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished; already in your book were all my 

members written,  

As day by day they were fashioned when as yet there was none of them. 

 How deep are your counsels to me, O God!  How great is the sum of them!  

 If I count them, they are more in number than the sand, and at the end, I am 

still in your presence. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation                                     (5: 1 – 10)  

I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the 
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open 
the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly because no one was 
found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said 
to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
 

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He 
went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the 
throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls 
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: 
 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 
saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 
you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 
and they will reign on earth.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John      (1: 43 – 51) 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”  
 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly 
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 
get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!”  
 
Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily 
What or who comes into your mind when you hear about being called by God,               
as in the question, ‘When did you get the call?’ I am always surprised to find                
that question still asked of me because I am one of those strange group of               
people known collectively as the clergy, those who have the ‘Reverend’ title in             
front of their names. The question often assumes that the call of God is              
something exclusive to us, the ordained few. The same questioners would           
probably not think of asking others about their call to the Christian faith. 
  
The important truth is that whoever and whatever we are, if we are living the               
Christian life we have responded to a call from God. This call came in many               
and various ways. It may have been an inner voice, a Wesley-style warming of              
the heart, a growing conviction or a particular experience, or as a result of              
somebody’s help and teaching. 
 
We can learn a lot from the biblical accounts that are presented to us today.               
We began with the experience of the young Samuel. He was serving as general              
dogsbody to Eli, the old priest who was in charge of the run down shrine of                
Shiloh in the territory of Samaria. Eli was ineffectual. His sons and would be              
successors were corrupt. The local worshippers who attended the shrine and           
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temple had little hope or encouragement, for we are told that ‘the word of the               
Lord was rare in those days’ and ‘visions were uncommon.’ It was a church in               
decline and decay if ever there was one. There was, however, one ray of hope               
for its future, the young Samuel. 
 
In this familiar story, it is night, and Samuel has gone to bed when hears a                
voice calling to him. He immediately goes to Eli thinking, quite logically, that             
the old priest has called him. But Eli sends him back to bed; he must have                
been dreaming. Three times Samuel hears his name being called and each            
time he goes to ask Eli what he wants. And then Eli realises that this might                
actually be the Lord who is calling Samuel. The fourth time, Samuel, as advised              
by Eli, responds: ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’ This is where our             
reading ends.  But for Samuel it was only the beginning. 
  
Samuel continues with his normal duties, but as he grows up, his reputation             
spreads. God’s presence is once again experienced in Shiloh and ultimately           
Samuel is recognised as a prophet and becomes an outstanding leader of the             
people of Israel. 
 
To consider another significant call of God. The feast of the Conversion of St              
Paul is with us in a few days’ time. But for our purposes today we’ll recall the                 
event now. In his letter to the Galatians he tells of the way in which the call of                  
God came to him. He reminds his readers how his very zeal for what he was                
convinced was the right way, the will of God, led him to lead a savage               
persecution of the young Christian movement. But his life took a new direction             
through one dramatic and shattering experience he had on the road to            
Damascus, where he was on his way to sort out some more of these followers               
of the crucified rebel from Nazareth. His experience of the presence and voice             
of the risen Jesus was so vivid for him that his way of life was suddenly and                 
very radically changed. The Christ hater became the most zealous Christ           
follower. 
 
In today’s Gospel we slip back just a few years to the beginning of the ministry                
of Jesus. It is a much gentler picture. Just prior to today’s reading John the               
Baptist has pointed Jesus out to two of his disciples who then leave John to               
follow Jesus. And one of them, Andrew, goes to find his brother Simon, who              
also becomes a follower of Jesus. Later, Jesus calls Philip, who in turn seeks              
out Nathaniel (who may be the disciple known as Bartholomew in the other             
Gospels). 
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This process of introducing people to Jesus, making him known to them is             
hugely important. It may just come from a simple invitation to someone to             
accompany you to church, or it may be that knowledge of your Christian faith              
and practice will arouse curiosity and enquiry from someone you know and            
give you the God-given opportunity to share it with them. Personal           
introduction or teaching is probably closest to the experience of most of us in              
coming to the faith, more so than the rather dramatic experiences of a Samuel              
or a Paul. But we have something important to learn from all three kinds of               
call experience. 
 

Samuel shows us the value of habit and routine that are essential in              
developing a life of faith. But Paul’s experience warns us never to be so              
entrenched in them that we fail to hear the word of God calling us to move                
forward, to grow and embrace new challenges and adventures in faith and            
worship and Christian service. Being a servant of God, a follower of Jesus             
Christ, living by the Spirit of God in Christ into which we were baptised should               
lead us to be humble, open, receptive, and willing to go forward, to change,              
however precious the past and the present, the familiar, may seem to us. 
 
In the first disciples we see the importance of introducing new people to Jesus              
in the prayerful hope that they too will follow him. We see this in today’s               
Gospel. Andrew and Simon Peter and Philip and the other disciples gave up             
their livelihoods and familiar activities to follow Jesus. And as they followed            
him and came to know him better, they became more and more ready and              
able to receive new truths, new perspectives and to be eager to share them              
with others. 
 
Because we are all different, calls from God may come in varied ways and on               
different occasions. It is never a once and for all matter. From youth to old               
age we need to be ready for new commissions, new challenges, new insights.             
Most of all, we must be people who are always open to God, listening,              
discerning, and ready to respond like Samuel: Speak, Lord, your servant is            
listening.  
 
A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
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We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Let us come before our Father, giving Him all the glory he so richly deserves,               
bringing before him the needs of the world and the Church.  
 
Father God, we remember your call to Philip which inspired him to encourage             
others to explore the wonder he beheld. We thank you for his witness and pray               
that your Church too will follow his example; so that all may find the true and                
Living God. 
 
Empower all who minister in your name; give them grace, courage and            
discernment as they lead your Church around the world. Bless our own Bishops             
Robert and David of the Diocese in Europe, and in our own parish John our               
priest; may they be enthusiastic carriers of your word to all whom they meet in               
their work. We pray for the work and witness of our charity shop and ask for                
your protection and blessing on it. 
Lord, hear us.........Lord, graciously Hear us. 
 
Father God, we pray for the world and its people. May those in government              
seek ways to bring equality for all. As Philip challenged Nathaniel's prejudice            
and disdain may we too speak out where there is injustice and bias. We pray               
that background, race and gender will play no part in how we treat others.              
Help us to see the person Christ loves in everyone. We pray today for the               
governments of Britain and Spain as they seek to deal with their diverse needs              
and problems, especially during this period of pandemic.  
Lord, hear us.........Lord, graciously Hear us. 
 
Father God, we pray for all who are caught up in war and turmoil, natural               
disasters and those who live without freedom of expression. Give them hope,            
sustain them in their time of need and help them to see you beyond their               
present circumstances. We ask your blessing on all relief and humanitarian           
organisations; keep them safe from danger and give them all that is needed to              
accomplish their tasks. 
Lord, hear us.........Lord, graciously Hear us. 
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Father God, we bring before you all those we have been asked to pray for,               
those who are sick in mind, body or spirit. We especially pray for Margaret              
Rainton, Carol Hart and Petrina Thomson. We pray for all who have been             
affected by Covid 19 and ask that they will soon be restored to full health. 
To those who care for them, give protection, strength and patience. 
Lord, hear us……Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
As there comes a time for us all when this earthly life will be over; help us all to                   
be ready. For friends and families who watch and wait with loved ones whose              
time is short we pray for peace and comfort. 
We pray for the recently bereaved and those whose loved ones have passed             
on in years gone by. Help them, we pray, to find comfort in past memories and                
good times.  
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour             
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
In Jesus’ words we pray to our heavenly Father that we may always respond to               
his love by seeking and doing his will: 
Our Father……. 
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death by my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes 
when, with your saints, I may praise you for ever.  Amen. 
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Concluding Prayer 
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is himself the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in 
all the world.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Blessing 
In our worship today we have encountered the Lord. We have heard his voice              
calling to us to continue to be his disciples and the community of his Church.               
Each of us has his or her own gifts with which to keep responding to that call.                 
May we be diligent and dedicated so to do.  
 
May Christ, the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden                
you hearts with the good news of his kingdom. And the blessing of God              
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with               
you and with those you love and pray for, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us go in the peace of Christ, may he be our constant companion in life.                
Thanks be to God. 
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