
Some reflections on the readings for Sunday, 31st October, All Saints Sunday

Dear sisters and brothers,

The long ‘Trinity season’ is behind us, and the countdown towards Advent and a new Church
year now begins. Our themes for the next month focus on the kingdom of God and the signs
of its coming on earth. We begin with All Saints Day (1st November but also commonly
celebrated on the nearest Sunday). We celebrate our citizenship with all Christians, living
and departed, giving thanks especially for those whose ‘Christ lights’ shone particularly
brightly and who are examples of Christian living and witness for us to follow. We also
express the hope of one day living with our Lord and all his saints in the fullness of
resurrection life, a life in which we already have a share as we follow him faithfully and try to
live as he taught and demonstrated.

Isaiah 25: 6 – 9
All Saints’ Day focuses on the hope of God’s ultimate triumph and the rescue of God’s
people. This prophecy expresses God’s love and salvation through a wonderful image of a
mountain on which there is a banquet of the finest food and wines, an image that Jesus
drew on in his parables. To this banquet all are invited. This passage is important as a
development in ancient pre-Christian religious thought, indicating a conviction of life with
God beyond earthly death, an idea that is not prominent in the Hebrew Bible (Old
Testament). The emphasis is on the corporate hope of the whole people of God. It will only
be fully revealed in the future, but there is an acknowledgement that the saving God is with
the people all along.

Psalm 24: 1 – 6
This psalm is a prayer commemorating the ceremony of the entry of the ark of the covenant
into the Temple. The first part is a sort of examination of conscience, asking who is worthy
to take part in the procession. The psalm reminded the worshippers of the holiness of the
Temple and the reverence and awe to be held by those who entered it. On All Saints Day,
this psalm serves as a reminder of how we are part of a great company of pilgrims travelling
together to our destiny in the eternal home of God.

Revelation 21: 1 – 6a
A popular reading at funerals, it represents the future hope in cosmic terms. But what is
noteworthy in this reading is that it is not exclusively about a life beyond this earth but also
of a future for the earth, a future in which God’s dream, God’s kingdom finally becomes
reality. Suffering, tears, mourning, death, are no more. Paradise, with which the Bible
began, is restored at its conclusion. God is making all things new. As the people of God, the
saints on earth today, we are called to participate in the transforming work of God in
building the new Jerusalem, the new world.

John 11: 32 – 44
A story which shows that, through his resurrection, Jesus has opened up the way for all who
trust in him to follow. Life lived in him is already a share in his resurrection. The story in
which Jesus raises a dead man to life is an image, a window, a parable that seeks to express
the hope that awaits us all. On the surface the story of the raising of Lazarus is ‘only’ a
restoring to mortal life of someone who would later die again. Read simply as an



astonishing miracle, it is hardly good news, especially for those who have mourned the loss
of loved ones or when we face our own mortal demise. But the heart of the passage is the
conversation between Jesus and Martha which reveals that faith and trust in Jesus provide
us with a share in the greater miracle: to live in the knowledge that death is no longer the
end but the gateway to a new, transformed life, with all whom we love, in the full presence
of God for ever.

A prayer for All Saints Sunday:

God of hope and Lord of the future, through your holy ones in every age and place you
inspire us today with new hopes for the future of the world. Help us to realize that with
your strength our boldest dreams can come true and even be surpassed: that justice, peace
and love are worth living for and dying for, and that one day you will crown your own work
in us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Just a little reminder for those of you who are able to worship with us here or elsewhere on
Sunday that the clocks will have gone back one hour overnight.

Wishing you every blessing for Sunday and the week ahead.

With love and prayers,

John


