
A thought for the day
‘Hope is the patient and trustful willingness to live without full
closure, without resolution, and still be content and even happy
because our satisfaction is now at another level, and our Source is
beyond ourselves.’ Richard Rohr

A prayer for the week for ourselves
Lord, may I always know you as the One who is coming; may I

experience my loneliness as the space for your company, my
darkness as the stretching of my sight to your vastness, my coldness
as the need for your warmth, my inertia as the sleep to restore your
energies.
And then, Lord, take me and use me to be the One who is coming
for others. Make me caring towards those who are neglected,
sensitive towards all who are hurt. Use me as good news for those
who do not know you or cannot find you, and as the spark of joy for
those who are low in spirit, anxious or depressed.  Amen.
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Walking together in faith

Sunday, 12 th December 2021; Third Sunday of Advent

The Sunday Eucharist
10.15am San Eugenio, Pueblo Canario, Playa de Las Americas
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur
6.00pm Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes

Welcome to everyone to our worship. A new Church calendar year
has begun. It is Year C of the three-year liturgical cycle. The
Gospel readings over the next 12 months will be predominantly from
the Gospel of Luke. The liturgical colour is purple indicating
penitence and preparation.  The Gloria canticle is omitted.

On this Third Sunday of Advent the liturgy urges us to rejoice!
This is Gaudete (Rejoice!) Sunday. For the Lord is coming. In fact,
he is already in our midst. It is a feast for the Lord to be with us,
but is it a feast for us too? Let us open ourselves to the joy of the
coming and lasting presence among us of the Lord. He comes to us
with his peace, his love, his compassion and forgiveness, not only on
the great feast of Christmas but in every Eucharist and every day
and every situation when we are willing to make God’s love and
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peace grow in us and in our world. Let us rejoice that the Lord is
here among us.

In our prayers today:  Carole Hart;  Tom Watson:  Rest in Peace.
Prayer at the Advent Wreath
People of God:  return!   You are called to be God’s own.  From the
mountains announce the good news.  God comes in justice and peace to
all who follow his ways.   You are God’s children.
Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ today and for ever.
Amen.

Today’s readings
Zephaniah 3: 14 – 18 The Lord will come in your midst
To a people surrounded by enemies the prophet announces:  the Lord is
with you, he will forgive you and bring you joy.  The Lord will live among
you and renew you by his love.  As people of the New Covenant, we
should hardly need to be reminded that the Lord is with us always!

For the Psalm:  Isaiah 12: 2 – 6, with the response:
Shout and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One

Philippians 4: 4 – 7 Rejoice, the Lord is near!
Paul is saying that Christians should always be joyful people, even in the
midst of their troubles.  It is because the Lord is near and here, meaning
that our troubles are his too.   Our joy must be contagious without being
showy.

Luke 3: 7 – 18 Concrete actions!
John the Baptist reminds us, like those who came to him, that we wait and
prepare for the coming of the Lord by doing well the everyday things that
our calling demands, particularly with regard to others.   Jesus expects to
meet people and to bring them his loving, healing words and touch
through us.

Eucharistic Prayer: E, pages 14 – 15, with a Preface for Advent,
followed by the Lord’s Prayer, page 21.

After the services all are welcome to some fellowship time at the usual
cafes.
Church financial giving
At this time of Covid-19 precautions. no collection is taken at the
Offertory, so please place your offering in the basket provided at the back
of the church as you leave. Alternatively, or additionally, contributions
will be most welcome by bank transfer to either our euro or sterling
accounts.  The details are as follows:

For Euros:
Bank:  Santander
Account Number:  0049 5857 71 211 600 2325
Account Name:  Capellania Anglicana de Tenerife Sur

For Sterling:
For security reasons the information has been withdrawn from the pew
sheet.   Please contact our treasurer Gwen Furmston for the details on
sgfurmston@gmail.com

If you would like to set up a regular payment and you pay UK tax, please
contact Gwen for the necessary declaration form which will increase your
donation by 25% at no cost to you.

Our Charity Shop, Los Gigantes
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. Closed on Mondays
until further notice. Come along and look for the bargains. Donations of
suitable items always most welcome.
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The Thursday Eucharist at Espiritu Santo, Los Gigantes is cancelled,
this week only.

Next Sunday, 19th December.  Advent 4
Eucharist: 10.15am San Eugenio; 12 noon San Blas
Carol Service: 6.00pm Espiritu Santo

Details of Christmas services are now on our website and will also be
published in the pew sheet next Sunday.


