
Thought for the day
‘The spiritual question is this: Does one’s life give any evidence of an
encounter with God? Does this encounter bring about through us any of
the things that Paul describes as the “fruits” of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22)? Are we any different from our surroundings, or do we
reflect the predictable cultural values and biases of our own group?' -
Richard Rohr

A prayer for the week for ourselves
God our Father, you have entrusted to us your people, the mission of
Jesus, your Son. Help us to strengthen the weary, to give hope for
the discouraged, to be near to the poor and the weak and to lift up,
with the gentleness of Jesus, those sitting down by the roadside of
life. Remember us too, for we are but weak and stumbling people,
and stay with us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Contacts
The Revd John Poole, Priest-in-Charge
Tel: 922 74 20 45.  Mob:  629 371 664
Or, especially for texts/WhatsApp please use +44 7899 793805
ejpoole165@gmail.com (rest day:  Tuesday)

Marisha Carter, Licensed Reader & Secretary to Church Council
Please note Marisha’s new phone number:
- 822 69 71 13; marishacarter@hotmail.com

Jean Kelly, Warden – 922 786 777
jjkelly.clam.15@hotmail.com

Val Sainsbury, Warden – 711 009 685

val.sainsbury55@yahoo.co.uk

The Anglican Church of St. Francis, South
Tenerife

www.anglicanchurchtenerife.com
www.facebook.com/stfrancistenerife/

Walking together in faith

Sunday, 11 th December 2022 Third Sunday of Advent

The Sunday Eucharist
10.15am San Eugenio, Playa de Las Américas
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur
6.00pm Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes

Welcome to everyone to our worship. This third Sunday of Advent is
often called Gaudete (meaning ‘rejoice’) Sunday. We mark it by lighting a
brighter coloured Advent candle instead of the more penitential purple.
We are celebrating that the Lord is near, so we can rejoice and be happy.
The waiting for something great to happen brings with it a lively joy,
sometimes greater than the possession of what we had been waiting for!
Our joy during this Advent season comes from an awareness that the Lord
is already with us and that if we let him, he will become ever nearer to us
and make us more like him. With real joy let us welcome the Lord among
us today.

Prayer at the Advent Wreath: People of God: return! You are called to be
God’s own. From the mountains announce the good news. God comes in
justice and peace, to all who follow his ways.  You are God’s children.
Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ today and for ever.  Amen.
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Important information regarding the reception of Holy Communion
Holy Communion is distributed in both kinds. You are, of course, welcome
to receive in one kind only if you prefer. To receive from the chalice,
please take it in your hands and sip from it. Intinction (dipping the wafer
bread into the chalice) is more infection risky and is strongly discouraged.
Today’s readings
Isaiah 35: 1 – 10 Joy to those who suffer
The prophet unfolds God’s plan for a new age, painting for the dispirited
exiles a glowing picture of rescue, restoration, healing, and freedom from
enemies. There will be relief and joy for those who are dedicated to
following God in trust and obedience.

Psalm 146: 4 – 10, with the response:
Come, Lord, and save us

James 5: 7 – 10 Be patience:  the Lord is coming
A letter of encouragement for the Christians to be patient, for the Lord’s
coming is near. The writer urges them as they wait, not to give way to
doubt or allow frustration to erupt into criticizing others. They must
remember that they too will face the discerning eye of the Judge.

Matthew 11: 2 – 11 Good News of the kingdom of God
John the Baptist is mystified: can this man (Jesus) really be the Messiah?
Healings, mixing with sinners, teaching about loving one’s enemies –
where is the divine judgement in all that? Jesus’ response is to ask John to
think over the evidence. The healings and proclamation of good news
fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah ushering in a new age (see first reading).

Eucharistic Prayer: E (pages 14 – 15), with the Preface for Advent,
followed by the Lord’s Prayer and Communion rite (page 21)

Church financial giving
If no collection is taken at the Offertory, please place your offering
in the basket provided at the back of the church as you leave.
Alternatively, or additionally, contributions will be most welcome by
bank transfer to either our euro or sterling accounts. For security
reasons the details have had to be withdrawn from the pew sheet.
Please contact our Warden Jean Kelly in church (San Eugenio) or by
phone or email as on the back of this pew sheet.
If you would like to set up a regular payment and you pay UK tax,
please contact Jean for the necessary declaration form which will
increase your donation by 25% at no cost to you. (Gwen, our
treasurer, is on holiday)

Our Charity Shop, Los Gigantes
Open 10.00am. to 2.00pm, Tuesday to Saturday.

Thursday, 15th December
Eucharist: 10.30am at Espiritu Santo.
(a church Christmas lunch is also being arranged, details to be
announced verbally)

Next Sunday, 18th December Advent 4
Eucharist:
10.15am San Eugenio
12 noon San Blas (followed by a church Christmas lunch. Numbers
needed today, please see the menu and sign the list).

Carol Services:
6.00pm San Blas and Espiritu Santo
There will be our usual collection of toys for needy children at the
Espiritu Santo (Los Gigantes) service.



Grand Christmas Draw. A whole range of fabulous prizes to be
won.  The draw will take place after the Carol Service at San Blas.
Tickets available in church at 5 euros a strip.

Eucharist of the Nativity:
Saturday, 24th December 6.00pm Espiritu Santo.
Sunday, 25th December 10.15am San Eugenio; 12 noon San Blas.


