
One of the first hymns or worship songs that I learnt as a young child was ‘Jesus

bids us shine with a pure clear light, like a little candle burning in the night. In

this world of darkness so we may shine; you in your small corner and I in mine.’

However childlike it may sound, it is very appropriate for our worship today!

The theme of light is very prominent in our scripture readings, especially

through Christmas and Epiphany. And today, 40 days after Christmas Day we

have this ancient festival of light recalling the presentation of the infant Jesus

by his parents in the Temple, and at its heart those words of the old prophet

Simeon, that Jesus is a light to lighten the Gentiles, the nations.

This biblical imagery of light is perhaps best explained as a metaphor, an

analogy, of the love, the compassion, the character, the goodness of God; and

how this expression of who and what God is has been made known on earth in

the person and life of Jesus. Jesus brings God’s brightness and illumination

where there is darkness and despair. And we who follow Jesus are to walk in

that light. As he said to his disciples during the Sermon on the Mount, ‘let your

light shine before all people, so that they may see your good works give glory

to your Father in heaven.’ As disciples of Jesus today, we are share with him in

being light for the world. We are to venture to act and speak in such a way that

our behaviour becomes a light to others, showing them how to live fully and

drawing them to the knowledge and love of God.

So how should we live our lives so as to ‘shine as lights in the world?’ As

followers of Jesus, we have to look at his life and try to share his vision and

values. His was a life of love, a love that demonstrated justice in an unjust age

and society. It was a life in which people of many different backgrounds,

conditions and histories were embraced and welcomed. His ministry, his

teaching, his works of love and healing gave hope and encouragement to the

men, women and children of his generation. In the prologue of the Gospel of

John, we read that he was the real light that gives light to everyone…….yet the

world did not recognise him, and many of his own people did not accept him.

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God,

children born of the Spirit of God, born all over again. And through that Spirit,

present in the lives of Christian disciples throughout the ages, the light of Christ

has continued to shine.



Hopefully this is a calling that each one of us who claims the title Christian, a

‘Christ One,’ has a growing conviction and share. We are to have the eyes of

faith like those of Simeon which can see the salvation that God has prepared

for all people, and be prepared to make that salvation real in the Church and

the world, and particularly in our own small corner.

And so we come to worship. We come to bathe in the light of the risen Christ,

so that we may be able to share it more deeply and reflect it more clearly in

our daily lives. That experience is never more pronounced than when we come

together to do this, to share in the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, where we are

gathered in a mystical and Holy Communion with our risen Lord and with all his

saints, the living and the departed, together expressing our membership of the

Body of Christ, and enabling Christ to form us more and more into our identity

as the children of God.

This service has several names, three of which I have just mentioned. But I

have always taken a leaf out of George Orwell’s book, when he said, ‘never use

a long word when a short one will do.’ So my favourite word for this service is

the shortest one, the Mass. Our Roman brothers and sisters use it all the time

but there is absolutely no reason why the whole church should not use it, given

its huge significance, in addition the most prominent word, Eucharist.

Mass comes from the Latin word ‘Missa’ which is how our Spanish and Italian

friends still pronounce it. It indicates a meeting, particularly an important

coming together as a community from which we are then sent out to do

something. We retain the word and sense in English at the conclusion of our

service. It is called the ‘Dis-missal,’ when we are told to ‘Go in peace to love

and serve the Lord.’ We are sent out from this Missa, this gathering, essentially

to go and live and work according to what we have been strengthened and

encouraged to do in our worship. In other words, we are dismissed to live out

our Missa, our Mass in the world. And our response and responsibility is

described by the related word, ‘Mission.’

Mission is about everything we are and do as Christians. It is about our own

continuing growth in prayer and discipleship; it is about supporting and

encouraging one another and welcoming and nurturing others in the faith; it is

about acts of loving service, working for peace, challenging injustice, and



looking after our planet, God’s creation, each one of us and together doing our

bit in our own small corner, and when we can, beyond it. It is essentially about

our working in partnership with God to build God’s kingdom on earth.

We don’t need to be specialists to be involved in this divine enterprise. We just

need to be faithful and focused, and to allow the light of Christ to grow, and

glow ever more brightly in our lives so that others can see it and be drawn to it,

and hopefully, in due course, be transformed by it.

We will conclude our worship today with the ceremony of lighted candles. May

they be a true symbol that Jesus does indeed bid us shine with his pure clear

light, that we who share Christ’s body today, go out from this temple of his

presence and live his risen life; may we whom his Spirit lights give that light to a

world that so desperately needs it.


