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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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From the Pastor’s Desk:
Practice Informing Belief Informing Practice
You might miss it if
you aren’t looking, but
when Vanellope hears
the Communion liturgy
begin during worship,
she turns to make sure
her mom, Ashley, and
the rest of her family is
listening, and then she
turns toward the altar
and watches intently
with her hands open
in front of her. She
holds them as if she
is receiving the most
precious gift, and truth be told— she is, whether she
realizes the fullness of what that means or not.
Vanellope is the same three year old who, just a few
months ago, came forward in that same prayerful
posture to receive Holy Communion, decked out in a
full Owlette PJ Mask costume that included a bright red
bodysuit, a superhero’s mask, and a cape. As she stood
in line with her mom, you could tell that underneath
the mask she was excited to put her hand out to receive
the precious Body of Christ.
Oftentimes, we focus on how we worship based on
what we believe, but through our sweet sister-in-Christ
Vanellope, and so many of our amazing youth, I see
how one of the most important roles our community
of faith has is to help belief and understanding grow
based on how we worship.
Let me put it this way: I can teach you about the
concept of Holy Baptism, I can tell you the history
and scriptural basis of baptism, and we can discuss
its implications for relationship with God and one
another. But what will speak to us first and even more
powerfully is not this in-depth knowledge about the
gift of baptism, but how it feels when we dip our hands
in the cool water at the font and mark the sign of the
cross on our foreheads to remember our baptism. The
catechism will give us knowledge, but the act of having
water sprinkled on your head by the aspergillum or
evergreen branch will shape how you absorb your
baptismal identity even more. I can tell you how
important it is for us to remember our baptisms and
how that shapes every aspect of our lives, yet you
having the experience of going to the font regularly to
enact this belief is what will transform your body and
mind. Praxis informs belief.

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

This is why the words
we pray, the songs we
sing, the movements
we make (or abstain
from) during worship
matter so much. Because
little by little, what we
practice will turn into
what we preach. If we
practice things that go
against our Lutheran
theology (things such
as theology of glory,
a prosperity gospel,
works righteousness, or
decision theology), those will slowly become the things
we believe, no matter how much I and other leaders in
the congregation preach or teach otherwise. However,
if the motions we practice in worship reflect our core
convictions and theological beliefs (grace, forgiveness,
loving all, being united as one body of Christ, the
centrality of the sacraments), little by little we will come
to right belief. Just look at our sister Vanellope! She is a
brilliant young woman but she probably cannot write
a treatise on the Real Presence of Christ (that Jesus is
in, with, and under the bread and wine as they are
consecrated as the true body and blood of Christ)...and
yet her eagerness to receive the Sacrament with Spiritled open hands proclaims what a precious treasure
“Jesus, given for her,” is. It is not her knowledge that
brings her to worship, but her worship (and the Holy
Spirit, of course!) that brings her to deeper knowledge
and faith.
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
And that’s why I want you to be in worship! I care
about your beautiful soul, and I believe that not only
is it right to come together to give God the praise and
thanksgiving God so deserves, but I also believe, in the
words of our Communion Liturgy, that it is salutary
(“beneficial, good for you”) for you to join with our
community to put into action the ideas we profess.
Because the act of worship will transform your belief
and in doing so transform our community. If we
continually begin with remembering our baptism,
how might that start to change how you see yourself
as a beloved and gifted child of God? If we make the
sign of the cross every time we say the Creedal words
“We believe in...the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting”, how might that bring to the forefront
of our minds the way we are linked to Christ’s death
and resurrection through our baptism? If we come to
worship and pray and sing even when we have doubts
or are angry with God, how might that remind us of
God’s presence and love for us regardless of how we
believe or feel? If we share the peace even with people
we disagree with or don’t like all that much, how will
that transform and strengthen our belief that they are
a sister/brother in Christ? If we confess that “we are
in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves” over and
over again, how will that transform our understanding
that we are sinners of Christ’s own redeeming?

Midweek Worship services

Did you know Pastor Courtney is
leading a mid-week Worship service
every Wednesday? It is at 9:30 a.m.
and is followed by light refreshments.
Please join us for worship and
fellowship.

Our practices shape what we believe, which is why
attention to both is so important. It’s why I would say
worship attendance is more important than the private
devotional you buy or the inspirational Bible quote
you hang on your wall. And it’s why children must be
in worship if we expect them to grow in their faith and
have a shot at attending church when they are older. As
a parent to a seven-month-old who is now starting to
crawl, believe me when I say I know how challenging
it can be to bring your kiddo to worship. But as one
who sees kids like Vanellope holding out their hands
with such care as we celebrate Holy Communion, or
kids like Christopher stomping and clapping as he
sings “Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy,” or kids
like Hayden who knows to start at the baptismal font
marking the sign of the cross on his forehead, or kids
like Georgia who knows to fold her hands and bow her
head as a way of centering herself for prayer, I see how
bringing your child or grandchild to worship, even
when they are acting like a ball full of wild energy, is
one of the most important ways you can fulfill your
baptismal promises to support a child in their faith and
teach them a life-giving theology.

Pastoral Acts

On Sunday, May 5, 2019, we celebrated
with Suzane Olivia Yendall God’s
promises to her through the rite of
Affirmation of Baptism at the 10:45 a.m.
worship service. Thanks be to God!
On Monday, May 6, Pastor Courtney led a service of
Christian Burial for Robert Murphy at Geiple Funeral
Home (Glen Rock), followed by the committal at
Susquehanna Memorial Gardens (York). Robert had
family connections to Grace in addition to being the
father-in-law of Helen Laughman’s niece. Please join
us in keeping Robert’s family and friends, and all who
mourn the loss of a parent, in prayer.
Pastor Courtney is excited to share with you all that
she learned and experienced during her Continuing
Education events at the end of April and early May. The
Orthodox Pascha experience and Institute of Liturgical
Studies conference were both deeply moving and rich
in meaningful ideas for how we can live out our lives
of faith in worship and day-to-day living!

Sometimes we say, “Actions speak louder than
words” and I think that often plays out in worship. The
ways we embody our beliefs (or when we have doubts,
the beliefs of the community) help to inform and teach
us what we believe. But don’t take my word for it, go
and try for yourself. Vanellope can show you how.

Members of our Congregational Council met at Grace
Lutheran on Saturday, May 18 for a Council Retreat
which began with helping out with box packing for
the Food Pantry and continued with a time centered in
scripture, prayer, and the Sacraments as they continue
to discern how God is calling our congregation to live
out our baptismal identity!

In Christ’s service,
Pastor Courtney
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As always, I hope this finds everyone well. As we
are heading into the summer, those of us on Council
have found ourselves being a bit more introspective.
We are asking questions about if we are doing the best
we can to lead our Church Family; and are we setting
up programs and activities that you want? With that in
mind, we have decided to ask you. You will find two
surveys included with The Beacon.

Strangers in Kenya
School Daze!

The school conundrum for 2019!
Rift ValleyAcademy's third term has started this
week, and we're grateful for a safe and positive
beginning. However, this email is to ask you for prayer
about what's next for us. While Heather and I are still
striving and working towards new jobs, our hearts are
really most anxious to find a great landing spot for our
kids. Read on for the details...
Most public schools operate on the system of
residence, right? However, we will probably be
residing in three different places in the upcoming year.
Three schools in one year doesn’t sound like a good
plan for our missionary kids coming from Africa and
to America.

The first is the Congregational survey. The purpose
of this survey is to see our thoughts and feelings about
the direction we are headed as a congregation. The
second survey is Time and Talent. Both surveys are
within The Beacon at the end.

So, our thoughts shifted to finding a Christian school
where our kids could all go together and could stay
enrolled even as we bounce around from house to
house. However, private schools are pricey. Both of
us would need to have full-time jobs to pay for that
option. And as of today, neither of us has a job lined
up for fall! (We do both have numerous interviews
lined up...so we are encouraged!)

This survey helps us understand two areas. The first
being what skills do we hold as a congregation and
what do we like to do for fun. This will help Council
understand if we have members with skills that
can help us on a particular project. As well as what
programs we can initiate that members would enjoy.
Basically, what we are asking is to help us help you.
I know I just stole a line from Jerry Maguire but I feel
it’s appropriate. On Council we have a desire to make
informed decisions about how we feel and where we
are as a congregation. I will THANK YOU in advance
for your thoughtful time you will put into completing
the surveys. We will also have them printed for
distribution on June 2 and 16. Once completed please
feel free to give them to someone on Council, place in
my mailbox or deliver them to the office.

You might say, “Eh, it’s only May 1...you have time!”
and you would be right. God’s timing is perfect, and
in our experience, He often likes to come through at
the last minute to teach us to rely on Him. But would
you pray with us...more on behalf of our kids than for
us? Pray that they can see soon where their future will
lie. It’s hard enough for them to have to say goodbye
to this place where they were raised and where they
still love...but it’s harder still to fly off to a world of
unknowns and uncertainty.

God’s Blessings to all,
Joe Turek

We appreciate your supporting our work on behalf
of missionary families in Africa...and we appreciate
your support of us. We have a link on the Africa Inland
Mission’s website where you can give directly to our
“Home Assignment” funds, which in our case are
really our “Re-assignment/Moving” funds. We fly on
July 19 with about 18 suitcases...and a whole lot of
excitement about the next chapter!

Graceful Women

At the June 6 meeting, Jim and Mary Loyer will
present pictures and information from their mission
trip. Everyone is welcome to attend, even the men.
Last December, Mary and Jim assisted with a
church construction project in Cuba. Through their
interactions with the Cuban people, they learned a
great deal about the role of the church in a country
where the need is so great. They spent the majority of
their time in the city of Matanzas.

With love,
Ryan for the Murphy 5 (Heather, Micah, Asher, and
Clair).

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Heather teaching the Easter story to the missionary
community children before our Easter egg hunt last weekend.
Ninety-three kids searched for 1,312 eggs on the elementary
school playground...and they found most of them!

Book Club

What’s In the Display case?

Last month, The Beacon
reported the wrong book. It is
actually this month that we are
reading Water for Elephants by
Sara Gruen. Goodreads.com has
this to say about the book:

The display case will feature graduates
and confirmands for 2019. In addition,
there will be a display of odd things
before we start our Anniversary Things
for July. Our theme for July is centered
around our 125th Anniversary.

‘When Jacob Jankowski, recently orphaned and
suddenly adrift, jumps onto a passing train, he enters
a world of freaks, drifters, and misfits, a secondrate circus struggling to survive during the Great
Depression, making one-night stands in town after
endless town. A veterinary student who almost earned
his degree, Jacob is put in charge of caring for the
circus menagerie. It is there that he meets Marlena,
the beautiful young star of the equestrian act, who is
married to August, the charismatic but twisted animal
trainer. He also meets Rosie, an elephant who seems
untrainable until he discovers a way to reach her.

------------125th Anniversary -----------WHO...
WHAT...
		 WHERE....
			WHEN.....

Beautifully written, Water for Elephants is
illuminated by a wonderful sense of time and place.
It tells a story of a love between two
people that overcomes incredible odds
in a world in which even love is a
luxury that few can afford.’

				HOW......

Anyone can join the book club and
we have a relationship with York Public
Library to borrow the books. See Geri
Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf for more
details. We meet on the third week of
each month in the Welcome Center at
6:30 p.m.). Our June meeting is on the 20th.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

Community Yard Sale

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

Our annual yard sale is coming soon! Every year,
Grace Lutheran participates in the Red Lion Yard Sale
days with some fundraising events. The yard sale will
be held on June 14-15.
Do you need a space to sell your wares or old stuff?
They are available on the church lawn at a very
reasonable price. Spaces are $10 for one day or $15 for
both days. Please call the church office (717-244-5987)
to reserve your spot(s).

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

Please consider giving an hour or two to help man
the food stand. It is an easy job; shade and a chair are
provided. You will have an opportunity to meet and
touch many lives during your time of volunteering.
If you are interested, please see Barb Taute or call the
church office to give your name to Jocelyn. Thank you
in advance for your help.
The monies realized by this event will be used for
special needs around the church. Previously, we
purchased new and safe ladders, helped to fund
New Year’s Eve celebration, bought a printer for the
treasurer’s office, and paid to have the social room floor
cleaned and waxed. This year, we hope to replace the
metal strips on steps that have caused some members
to fall and get hurt.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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Develop a Heart of
Generosity

The quarterly all committee
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
June 18 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Members of all committees
are asked to attend, with
the exception of the Finance
Committee.

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts
20:35b
A friend who regularly volunteers to serve meals to
the needy illustrates the truth of Jesus’ teaching.
“It’s so rewarding to help,” she says, explaining that
the time and hard work is worth it. “I think I get more
out of it than they do.”
It feels good to give, but we are blessed with so much
more when we give generously. The act of giving truly
blesses us by shaping our personalities and developing
our character. That’s a truth affirmed by research.
(Check out “The Science of Generosity” white paper
from the University of California at Berkeley, or
“The Science of Generosity Initiative” at Notre Dame
University!)

We are Active in
the Community
We have finished packing
boxes and are preparing for
our distribution on Monday, June 3. Sanctuary set-up
will begin following the traditional service on Sunday
the 2nd. We are still in need of health care products so
anything you can donate will be greatly appreciated by
our clients. We also need volunteers to help with the
sanctuary set-up which is a huge undertaking. Please
consider giving your time to help this worthwhile
activity.

Generous people tend to be the kind of good folk
we want as friends and neighbors. We often think
of generosity only in terms of financial giving, but
generous people go way beyond that, embodying
generosity with all they have and all they are. They are
not merely generous, they are generous-hearted.
Anyone can develop a generous heart, or a more
generous heart. Begin by deepening your relationship
with God, seeking guidance and wisdom in daily
prayer. Then simply begin to pour yourself out for the
sake of others, giving generously as a spiritual exercise
and discipline. Here are five action steps:
1. Give smiles: Smile at everyone you see. You
may be surprised at how it changes your outlook.
2. Give nice words: Say something nice to
everyone – family and friends, coworkers,
parishioners, store clerks, folks in an elevator.
3. Give courtesy: Hold a door open for the
person behind you; stop for pedestrians; let
someone go ahead of you in line.
4. Give your time: Serve people face-to-face:
tutor schoolchildren, serve meals, visit a shut-in,
teach ESL, volunteer at a homeless shelter.
5. Give your resources: Slowly increase your
giving to God’s ministry. Make tithing a longterm goal. Jesus said it is more blessed to give
than receive. When we give our time, talents and
possessions, God blesses us by developing in us a
generous heart.
--Rob Blezard Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard.
Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and he blogs
at www.thestewardshipguy.com
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHANGES

The Parish Education Committee recently met and,
following much discussion, have decided to make
some changes to our Summer Sunday School program.
Beginning June 16, Sunday school will be held during
the contemporary service from 9:10 - 9:30 a.m. As
we continue to have problems finding teachers and
children, it was felt that this change will give children
an opportunity to have Christian Education as well
as Passing the Peace and Communion in our regular
service. The young adult class will continue to meet at
10:00 a.m. in the church office. This change is designed
to be a test for summer but if it appears to be super
successful, it might be considered for the fall season. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact any
member of the committee or Pastor Courtney.

Our Memorial
Day Celebration

God in My Garden
I thank you for my garden, Lord,
Where with Your hand I grow,
I thank You for Your presence too,
The seeds and love I sow.
I thank You for the care that spills
From every budding flower,
And simply for the silent thrills
I gain there, by the hour.
Oh, the memories that fragrance brings,
To touch the distant years,
The beauty and remembrance
That fill my eyes with tears.
And, oh, my God – the temperance
Within my soul it brings,
Just to spend a time with You,
Creator of all things.
-James J. Huesgen
Submitted by Erma Grim
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June Celebrations

Pastor Courtney is available
by appointment to meet
with parishoners. If you
would like to meet with
her, please call or email to
schedule a time.

Happy Birthday
02-Marley Becker
03-Samuel Laucks II
03-Akyla Osterhaus
04-Dennis Walters
05-Randy Arnold
05-Carolyn Sheppard
06-Chad Coeyman
06-Joseph Laucks
08-Tristan Mummert
08-Cara Ann Warntz
09- Riley Bowles
10-Donna Fishel
10-Suzane Yendall
13-Helen Laughman
14-Malissa Smith
16-Jenah Dellinger-Eaton
16-Freeland Shaffer
17-Sandra Fishel
17 Barbara Krout
19-Jean Rhine
19-Priscilla Turek
21-Will Bennett
24-Greg Hodson
25-Dustin Bucher
27-Heather Manahan
28-Jackie Fales
30-Leif Ericson

Lutheran Camping
The
Lutheran
Camping
Corporation hosts many events at
their campsites in the Southcentral
area.
For more information
about events held at Nawakwa,
Kirchenwald or Wittel Farm,
see their website: https://www.
lutherancamping.org/upcomingevents/
DINNER CHURCH
On June 2 and 16 at 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. The Wittel Farm
presents a time of fellowship and worship around a
picnic feast. Simple songs and creative expression
mark this unique worship opportunity.

Wedding Anniversaries

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

15-Marley & Janet Becker
21-Jack & Doris Jones
21-Joe & Priscilla Turek
24-Rae & Jeanne Williams
28-Courtney & Benjamin Erzkus
28-Steven & Ellyn Gross
29-Allen & Judy Dellinger
30-Brian & Bobbi Jo Shaffer

June’s flowers:
02 - In memory of Dawn from Wanda and
Diana
09 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the
Jacobs Family
16 - In memory of Sallie & Ammon Kinard
by Erma Grim
23 - NO FLOWERS - Church Picnic
30 - GRACE LUTHERAN
July’s flowers:
07 - In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Preston
Smith, and Elden L. Sprenkle by
Andrea Sprenkle
14 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by the
family
21 - In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Anthony
Slavinsky, Mr. & Mrs. John Schubarer
and Tony Slavinsky by Barb Slavinski
28 - In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Spurgeon
Coeyman by Dawn Coeyman
and family

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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MONDAY

30
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

23
24
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

16
17
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

2
3
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar - 8:30 am: Food
Contemporary Worship Distribution
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional
12:15 pm: Food Pantry Sanctuary Set-up
6:00 pm: Confirmation
Class
9
10

SUNDAY

25
6:15 pm: Spirit
Cellar Band
Rehearsal

THURSDAY

26
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal

14

7

20
21
Beacon
(Newsletter) ~ Due
Date for next
month's issue
6:30 pm: Book Club
6:30 pm: Men's
Faith Huddle at
Mexitaly (with Zion
Lutheran)
27
28

13
6:30 pm: Church
Council meeting

5
6
7:00 pm: Choir
7:00 pm: Graceful
Rehearsal
Women
8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY

12
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pm: Finance
Committee
8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal
18
19
6:15 pm: Spirit 7:00 pm: Choir
Cellar Band
Rehearsal
Rehearsal
8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal

11
6:15 pm: Spirit
Cellar Band
Rehearsal

4
6:15 pm: Spirit
Cellar Band
Rehearsal

TUESDAY

June
FRIDAY

29

22

15

8
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SATURDAY

Congregational Survey
Organizational Characteristics
1-5 Strongly Disagree to Strongly Agree (Please Circle)
1. Members are well informed about what the various committees and groups in the church are doing.
1
2
3
4
5
2. The activities taking place in the congregation are well publicized to the surrounding community
1
2
3
4
5
3. Study of the needs of the congregation and the
community is regularly undertaken as the basis for church planning
1
2
3
4
5
4. Members and groups get a lot of support and encouragement for trying something new in the
congregation
1
2
3
4
5
5. Members are encouraged to discover their particular gifts for ministry and service
1
2
3
4
5
6. Lay leaders are provided the training they need for their committee and task assignments
1
2
3
4
5
7. Every member who is capable and interested has an
equal opportunity to hold key leadership positions
1
2
3
4
5
8. The theological and biblical implications of important decisions are regularly discussed
1
2
3
4
5
9. Important decisions about the life of the church are rarely made without open discussion by church le
aders and members
1
2
3
4
5
10. Disagreements and conflicts are dealt with openly rather than hushed up or hidden behind closed
Doors
1
2
3
4
5
11. It is easy to summarize for visitors and non-members
how our congregation differs from other congregations in the area
1
2
3
4
5
12. Members help each other out in times of trouble
1
2
3
4
5
13. Cooperative programs with churches of other denominations are highly valued in our church
1
2
3
4
5
14. The current morale of our church membership is high
1
2
3
4
5
15. There is a sense of excitement among members about our church's future
1
2
3
4
5
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