
With the development of satellites and spacecraft we have all been able to see

footage of the world from the outside, though never able to share the direct

experience of the astronauts. One of them who had been on the international

space station recalled his first impressions of looking down on the Earth: ‘The

first day in space, we all pointed to our own countries. The second day, we

pointed to our continents. By the third day, we were aware of only one Earth.’

How much we all need that awareness today.

The great prophets of the Bible, from Isaiah of Jerusalem from whom he heard

our first reading today, down to John the Baptist who featured in the Gospel,

and St Paul with his message of hope in the second reading – they all had the

same kind of high and wide, even cosmic vision about life and the world, and a

vision of how things could be for the better. It is never easy to have a vision or

a hope of a better world when throughout history and all around us today

there is the reality of war, conflicts, killings, violence, division, hatred,

extremism, the list is endless. And as for the wolf and the lamb living

peacefully together, as in Isaiah’s vision of the future, we know only too well

that in reality it is so common for two neighbours, two members of the same

family (or even church!), to fall out and refuse to speak to each other.

It would be tempting to conclude that these great visions of a new world order

of peace and love and harmony are nothing more that fanciful, wishful

thinking, the stuff that fairy tales are made of. But thankfully they are not.

Because these things are really the deepest longings of the human heart.

These visions of a better world have kept people going at the darkest of times,

given them hope and courage and energy, and slogans like ‘we shall overcome

some day.’ They have also enabled people of faith to understand better what

God is all about, and what God’s desire for us really is.

The prophets of old lived in the real world, and they were just as upset by its

horrors and injustices as we are. Yet they had an undying dream of a new

world, a new life, free from injustice and conflict and hatred, division, and fear.

Through faith in God and God’s promises they were able to rise above the

dismay and despair which can so easily overwhelm human beings. But they

knew that for their dream to become reality, they had to urge people to change

their negative and destructive ways and habits and attitudes, and instead seek



God’s ways. In practice that would mean putting the concerns of others above

those of the self.

This remarkable vision – why remarkable? we must continue to protest - this

vision in which all war and violence and their causes have been overcome and

all people live in harmony and unity with each other across all the so-called

boundaries of human life, and with the creation itself, is central to the Christian

Good News, the gospel. Our attention is drawn to it especially in this season of

Advent, the season which looks to the future in hope. We prepare to celebrate

the birth of Jesus precisely because he himself embodied and proclaimed that

hope.  Jesus had a word for the new world.  He called it the kingdom of God.

Many people have mistakenly assumed that this kingdom is about a future

blissful state of life which will be possible only after life on earth has come to

an end. If Jesus had meant that, he would not have used up so much energy in

teaching people how to live life properly on this earth. He would not have

called and continue to call men and women in every age to carry on his work of

reconciliation and healing and justice as a living and godly condition for human

life on this planet.

To follow Jesus means to strive to build his kingdom, God’s kingdom, right here,

in our lives, in the places where we are, among the people we relate to, and in

the activities we engage in. We who call ourselves Christians need to

remember that we are called and empowered by God’s Spirit to reflect, to

practice, to live by the norms, the standards, the values of God’s eternal home,

right here and now.

This liturgy, this Eucharist, is always a celebration and demonstration of a

greater, deeper life, and a continuing invitation to us to share in it. Every time

we come together to do this, we pledge ourselves to work for peace and build

up our common life as Christians and human beings, and in token of this we

exchange a sign and words of peace. We then enhance that pledge with an

even deeper expression of our life in Christ. We break and share his bread and

drink from his cup, those awesome symbols of his self-giving, sacrificial love for

God and for the world. These signs, words and actions are to help and inspire

us to continue to embrace his vision of radical inclusiveness for human life,

with peace at the heart of all our relationships and dealings with others, and



where such things as compassion, forgiveness, care, kindness, honesty,

encouragement, and service are normal rather than exceptional.

So in the tradition of the prophets and in the footsteps of Jesus, may we always

keep the big picture before us, dream the dream of a new and better world

with eyes wide open, and have the courage, the wisdom and the energy to

work for it, to live it out in our lives. Instead of encouraging us to escape from

real life, this beautiful vision always calls us to get involved in real life and help

to make it better for everyone. May our hearts always long for a world that is

free of evil and despair and of all things that divide and separate people from

each other: a world which, with God’s help, we can all help to build and enjoy

together, until finally, by God’s grace, we come to share its fullness and

perfection beyond the world and life we know now. Today, and every day, may

we each and together have the courage and enthusiasm to respond to the

lonely voice of John the Baptist that calls out to us across the centuries:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’


