
I can hardly believe that it is now three years since our area Bishop David came

out to preside over a Confirmation Eucharist at San Blas, confirming or

otherwise receiving into full membership of the Anglican Church candidates

from our own Church community and from All Saints in the north of the island.

The readings at that service were the same as we have today. And what a

message of encouragement the Bishop was able to give to those candidates as

he expounded the Gospel: Jesus says, ‘Blessed are you who are poor….

Blessed are you who are hungry……Blessed are you who weep…….Blessed

are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you and

defame you on my account.’ Not a job description which would attract many

applicants today, but for the newly Confirmed, it was a kind of welcome to full

communicant membership of the Church, the loving and suffering community

of the followers of Jesus Christ.

Last Sunday we heard of the call of the first disciples of Jesus, and how they left

everything to follow him. But would their change of life and vocation be easier

for them? There was certainly no promise of that. But is that such a bad

thing? It may sound daunting from a reasonably comfortable Western 21st

century perspective. But is anything worthwhile or rewarding in life ever easy?

Many is the time that you hear people talk about their work being difficult or

challenging but at the same time rewarding. Is it even possible for what is

rewarding to be otherwise? In the Gospel Jesus is surely trying to suggest that

the easy life is not good for us. If we live in the lap of luxury, we can too easily

lack creativity and worse still, compassion. Very often our best work is done

when we are up against it, challenged by something unexpected perhaps. We

may be tempted to ask God to give us our heart’s every desire, but thankfully,

God ignores that sort of prayer, because to get everything we ask for would be

the ruin of us.  Spoilt children are horrid, are they not?

Whereas when the difficult times come, that can often be a time of growth, of

learning to endure the pitfalls, the problems or the pains with courage.

Adversity is essential to our humanity. It is there to build us up not knock us

down. When we look at the lives of the Church’s heroes, the saints, we can see

that none of them had an easy life, not even those who were rich or royal.

Rather each of them showed greatness in the way they coped with adversity.



Our Old Testament reading today perhaps introduces us to a good role model

for a disciple. Jeremiah frequently came to grief as he spoke God’s truth to the

people and the leaders of the nation. His reluctance to be a prophet was clear.

He said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.’ But God overruled his

reluctance and commanded him to ‘go to whatever people I send you, and say

whatever I tell you to say, and fear none of them for I am with you and will

keep you safe.’ So in today’s passage, speaking in God’s name, he curses those

whose way of life is one of dryness and fruitlessness, those who put their trust

in human achievement alone, for this leads to a solitary and dehumanising

existence. But he blesses those who trust in God for they are the ones who will

flourish and find life.

Today, there are still those whose faith, such as it is, appears to be on their own

terms. Life outside the faith is what really controls them. We often joke,

though with some sadness, about ‘Sunday-only Christians,’ those who are

happy to attend church when it suits, but don’t worry too much if they can’t

make it or don’t feel like, and for whom the faith and the Gospel have little

bearing on the rest of their lives; there are also the ‘gypsy Christians,’ who

never really settle in one Church community but go around from church to

church to see what they can get out of it. And then there are the ‘joyride

Christians’ – people who enthuse about the happy side of faith life, including

those who are always willing to tell you how good the Lord has been to them

when things are going well for them – health, wealth, success and so on. But

when the chips are down, they lose heart and fade away. Their faith is too

conditional on things turning out in a certain way. Now none of this meant to

be negative or critical. Any one of us may have been or may still be on these

sorts of level. Coming to an authentic Christian faith and commitment is a

process of growth, and in our churches we strive to encourage and facilitate

that growth.

For those whose faith is an integral part of their lives, for whom God is an

experience not just an object of belief; those who have a genuine calling to

follow Christ without counting the cost, are those who take the rough with the

smooth. They keep going. They accept that this is how human life on planet

earth works, that it serves up both good and bad. It is inherent in nature, in

the creation, and in the human character. But such people know that the



presence and the love of God is never absent from them no matter what has

happened or how they happen to feel. They know that the Jesus who called

them to his service is the suffering servant. By coming to grief himself he has

turned our grief, our sufferings, into part of the honour, the privilege, of serving

him. But he has shown us too that no suffering, no misfortune, not even death

itself, is either meaningless or final.

Jesus promised us and demonstrated that in this world we will have our share

of trouble, but that we must not lose heart because he will in due time

transform it, but meanwhile, he will strengthen us as we journey along the

often difficult road towards that transformation. In trusting him, in following

him faithfully we find his healing and peace. More than that, we become

partners in his loving mission. We are then able to help others in their

difficulties and bring them hope. We become what God has created and called

us to be.  We become Christ to others.


