
This coming Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which effectively
brings Christmas to an end. The Lord’s baptism is the second of the great Epiphany signs.
The first was the story of the coming of the Magi to the infant Jesus in which he is revealed
to the Gentiles (nations) as the Saviour of all people. The third sign will be the water into
wine episode in the Gospel of John, next Sunday, in which Jesus is shown as the new
creation for the life of the world. This Sunday, at his baptism, he is shown as the Son deeply
loved by the Father on whom the Holy Spirit rests, the Spirit that will guide him through his
ministry, works, teachings, suffering, death and on into resurrection, the full life of the Spirit.
This Sunday’s Eucharist will or should remind us all how we too, through baptism, are deeply
connected to Jesus as beloved sons and daughters of God, and how the fire of the Spirit
should inflame us as we live this life.

Isaiah 43: 1 – 7
The anonymous prophet usually known as ‘Second Isaiah’ addresses the Israelites in
Babylonia who are soon to be permitted to return to their homeland after 50 or so years of
exile. He reminds them that God is deeply committed to his people, assuring them that he
has not abandoned them but is going to bring them home. The powerful images of creation
and exodus, of water and fire, remind us as Christians of the greater event that followed –
the new creation and liberation through water and the Holy Spirit in the coming of Jesus
Christ.

Psalm 29
‘This is among the most ancient of psalms, originally a Canaanite celebration of Baal, the
storm god, who is often represented as standing on a bull about to hurl a thunderbolt. It has
been adopted and applied to Yahweh, the Lord. The sevenfold ‘voice of the Lord’ in nature,
storm and earthquake is reminiscent of the imagery of Sinai, describing the earth-shaking
phenomena of Israel’s first experience of the Lord. The magnificent cedars of Lebanon and
the daunting solitude of Kadesh are powerful phenomena dwarfed by the divine strength.
The psalm is full of raw power. The divine name resounds like a battle-cry throughout the
psalm, which may well have served as a sort of victory hymn’
– Henry Wansbrough  (Introduction to Psalm 29 in the Revised New Jerusalem Bible)

Acts of the Apostles 8: 14 – 17
After the first great persecution of the young Christian movement in Jerusalem which
included the martyrdom of Stephen, the Christian mission has spread to other districts of
the Jewish homeland. Philip the Deacon has gone north to Samaria preaching and healing in
the name of Christ. His success in enabling many conversions among the Samaritans has
drawn the attention of the apostles in Jerusalem. It appears that the Samaritan baptisms
have not been completed, something is lacking. So the apostles go to lay hands on the
newly baptized as means of ensuring that these baptisms had the sanction of both the
apostles and the Holy Spirit.

This passage has often been taught as the origin of the sacrament of Confirmation.  It is not.
Confirmation came along much later when infant baptism became the norm. Theoretically
at least, Confirmation was to enable those who were baptized in early life to make their own
affirmation of their baptismal promises when they had grown up and could understand what
their baptism meant and what it required of them.



Luke 3: 15 – 17 & 21 – 22
The baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of his ministry. But it is more than that. It
signifies the beginning of the ‘last days,’ the age of the Spirit and the reign of God. Jesus
reveals this in his own person and life.  The Spirit of God dwells uniquely and fully in him.

The earliest Christians found the whole idea of Jesus submitting to John for baptism as
rather embarrassing. Luke’s solution is seemingly to remove John from the scene (verses 19
and 20 which are omitted in today’s reading) by referring to his arrest by Herod the Tetrarch.
The focus is then purely on Jesus following his baptism. It is then, while he is praying, that
the Spirit is described as descending on him, and the voice from heaven declares his divine
Sonship.

Luke shows Jesus at prayer at all the important events in his life. An example surely for us to
follow.  Do all our actions and decisions begin with prayer?

A prayer for this Sunday:

God our Father, with your whole people reborn in baptism we give you thanks.
We thank you that in Jesus, each of us has become your beloved son or daughter.
We ask you to fill us with the fire of your Holy Spirit, the Spirit who guided and strengthened
Jesus in life and death.
May this Spirit set us free to serve you and one another with unselfish, grateful love.
We ask this in the name of your Son and our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.


