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Daybreak Dawnings with Pastor Marty: 
God’s Great Uprising!

Dear Fellow Lenten 
Pilgrims:

Our journey through 
Lent is drawing to a close.  
The path up ahead leads 
to an upper room dinner, 
a betrayal, a horrible death 
on a cross, an empty tomb 
– God’s Great Uprising!  
Won’t you walk with me on 
this path?

Here are some things you 
can see/hear/experience 
along the way:

On April 1 – Maundy Thursday – 7:00 p.m.
   a special service of Holy Communion 
On April 2 – Good Friday
   No Service this year
On April 4 – Easter Day
   a celebration of God’s great uprising against death!

I pray that you have journeyed with me from ashes, 
through the “Challenge of Starting All Over Again” 
to waving palm branches last Sunday; and will now 
move to sadness, betrayal, torture, and tragedy, before 
climaxing in astounding victory!  Easter is God’s great 
uprising against death!  

Think about this: have I resigned myself to death, or 
am I ready to participate in God’s wonderful uprising?

When you and I aspire only to the things of the earth 
-- wealth, power, control, influence, safety, comfort, 
good health, security, status, etc.; -- when buying lottery 
tickets and winning the lottery is more important to 
us than contributing generously to charity and God's 
work through His church; -- when we are more willing 
to spend time doing all sorts of things for ourselves, 
then we are in setting time aside to worship God or to 
pray to him or in giving service to others;  -- when 
we live by the world's standards as opposed to living 
according to God's will for us as his people; we have 
resigned ourselves to death!

On the other hand, wherever a heart, overcoming 
selfishness, violence and hate, turns in a gesture of 
love toward someone in need, there Christ rises again!  
Wherever a victim of a broken relationship turns and 
embraces his/her offender with forgiveness, there 
Christ bursts the bonds of death!  Wherever in active 

commitment for justice 
a true desire for peace 
emerges, there death gives 
way and the life of Christ is 
affirmed!  Wherever there 
dies someone who has lived 
in faith, love and suffering, 
there the resurrection of 
Christ celebrates its final 
victory!

The last word of God on 
the human condition is not 
death, but LIFE; not despair, 
but HOPE!  Christ, who for 

us came into the world and for us underwent death 
on the cross, through this death he gives life back to 
us; so that our life is now hidden with Christ in God.  
The Easter message is a testimony to this hope and a 
challenge for you and me to receive it in faith; and to 
act on it in love.  To do so is to join with all the saints, 
past, present, and future, in sharing and participating 
in God's great uprising against death -- against your 
sin and my sin -- against all the violence and ugliness 
and brokenness of our lives!

I’ll be looking for you on the path to victory to shout 
with you, “God has raised up his Son, Jesus Christ!  
Let the whole world rise with him!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
Alleluia!   Amen.”

Your fellow pilgrim,
   Pastor Marty
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News

Pastoral Acts

The March church council meeting kicked off 
welcoming two new council members and two who 
agreed to extend their service. 

A number of topics were covered including election 
of new officers, a date for new council member 
installation and committee reports.  Pastor covered his 
plans through Easter Sunday and his ongoing efforts 
to contact the shut-ins.

New officers are as follows:
- Riley Bowles - secretary
- Suzane Yendall - treasurer
- Joe Turek - vice president 
- Scott Hildebrand -  president 

A spirited discussion was held centered on the 
building/grounds and the upcoming program to 
upgrade the outreach infrastructure inside the church. 
We now sit at the beginning of a very exciting journey! 
"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step"

Graceful Women
The Graceful Women group has decided to 

postpone meeting until they feel ready. They 
hope to resume in late spring or summer but 

will notify everyone with an update as soon as 
they have one.

Pastor Marty has visited and communed 
with all of Grace’s Homebound members.

 
Funeral: J. Kenneth Laucks passed 

away on March 23, 2021.  A viewing and 
service was held at Burg Funeral Home 
on Monday, March 29, 2021.  He will 
be interred at Susquehanna Memorial 
Gardens.

Spring Is Here
You are invited to spring clean-up at Grace Lutheran 

church on Saturday, April 10, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
Winter was quite devastating to our yards and flower 
beds so we will focus our work details on the outside 
spaces. Please bring your own tools and gloves.  If you 
have a wheelbarrow, we will need several of them 
to move the giant clods of earth that the snow plow 
deposited in our lawn.  Because we now have a super 
cleaning company and have not used the kitchen at all 
for a year, we will not be doing any work inside.  Our 
fall clean-up hopefully will include the kitchen and 
sanctuary so those who love to wash down cabinets 
or dust pews stand by for fall to arrive.  We are 
planning to provide Dunkin’ Donuts for all volunteers.  
Registration is not required but many hands make the 
task easy and the time spent short!  We will probably 

still wear masks but 
this may be an 
individual decision. 
If the weather is 
inclement, we will 
set up another date. 
Hope to see you on 
the tenth.

April Worship Schedule

April 1 – Maundy Thursday
Sermon: You Are What You Eat
(based on Hebrews 10:15-39 & Matthew 26:17-30)

April 4 – The Day of Resurrection
Sermon: Finishing the Story
(based on Mark 16:1-8)

April 11 – Second Sunday of Easter
Sermon: On A Mission from God
(based on Gospel: John 20:19-31)

April 18 – Third Sunday of Easter
Sermon: Touch Me & See
(based on Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48)

April 25 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Lay Lead Worship
Sermon: Known by the Good Shepherd
(based on Gospel: John 10:11-18)

erma’s inspirations

May God grant you always…
A sunbeam to warm you,

A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering angel so nothing 

can harm you.
Laughter to cheer you.

Faithful friends near you.
And wherever you pray, 

Heaven to hear you.

-An Irish Blessing
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What’s In the Display case?

Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Our Anniversary Memory Book 
is continuing to fill our cabinet with 
events of the celebration of our 125 
years at Grace.  Individuals wishing 
to contribute written articles or 
pictures of events related to the 
anniversary are to contact Janet or 
Keith.  We are anxiously looking 
forward to the completion of our 
Anniversary book.  

The book club is reading 
the book, The Lilac Girls 
by Martha Hall Kelly.  
Goodreads.com has this to 
say about the book:

New York socialite 
Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at 
the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. 
But Caroline’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s 
army invades Poland in September 1939—and then 
sets its sights on France.

 
An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a 

Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing 
as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for 
the underground resistance movement. In a tense 
atmosphere of watchful eyes and suspecting neighbors, 
one false move can have dire consequences.

 
For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta 

Oberheuser, an ad for a government medical position 
seems her ticket out of a desolate life. Once hired, 
though, she finds herself trapped in a male-dominated 
realm of Nazi secrets and power.

 
The lives of these three women are set on a collision 

course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is 
sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration 
camp for women. Their stories 
cross continents—from New 
York to Paris, Germany, and 
Poland—as Caroline and Kasia 
strive to bring justice to those 
whom history has forgotten.

Our next meeting is on April 
15 at 6:30 p.m. If you would like 
a copy of the book and more 
information about joining us, 
contact Geri Jacobs or Jennifer 
Rudolf.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

Grace Food Bank’s spring 
distribution took place on March 
22.   108 clients were served.  
Each received an Easter ham in 
addition to canned goods, dry 
goods, cleaning supplies/toiletries 
and perishables.



By Chris Golden

Just 13 years after 
the Borough of Red 
Lion was incorporated 
(1880), the first 
members of Grace 
Lutheran Church 
began meeting in a 
pavilion in Fairmount 
Park.  The services 
were started by Rev. 
A.M. Hellman of 
Dallastown.

At this time, Red Lion was widely known for its cigar 
manufacturing industry with over 30 different cigar 
factories.  The population was around 700 people, 
primarily made up of English Quakers and German 
immigrants.  Most German immigrants belonged to 
the Reformed and Lutheran faith.

On June 10, 1894, the first cornerstone of the first 
Grace Lutheran Church was put in place on the corner 
of North Charles and West High Streets on land that 
was donated by Catherin Meyer, who is commonly 
referred to as the “Mother of Red Lion.”

Did you know?

•In 1894, the total cost ot build the first church on the 
corner lot was $4,819.  The original congregation had 
16 charter members.
•In 1894, the United States only included 44 states.  
Utah (1896), Oklahoma (1907), New Mexico (1912), 
Arizona (1912), Alaska (1959), and Hawaii (1959) were 
later admitted.
•In 1894, the president was Grover Cleveland, the 
only president in American history to serve two non-
consecutive terms in office (1885-1889 and 1893-1897).
•Grace Lutheran Church shares a 125th annivesary with 
the Hershey Chocolate Company.  Milton S. Hershey 
sold this Lancaster Caramel Company to establish the 
Hershey Chocolate Company in Lancaster, PA in 1894.  
•The cornerstone for the first Grace Lutheran Church 
was laid before these famous reoccurring sporting 
events:

oThe first modern-day Olympic Games (Athens, 
  Greece, 1896)
oThe first Boston Marathon (1897)
oThe first Baseball World Series (1903)
oThe first Indianapolis 500 (1911)

•Grace Lutheran Church was established before these 
organizations were founded:

oBoy Scouts of America (1908)
oGirl Scouts of America (1912)
oU.S. Coast Guard (1915)

•In 1896, a nearby lot was purchased and the first 
parsonage was built at a cost of $1,750.

•In 1914, the church was enlarged.  The new addition 
and organ was dedicated at a cost of $6,000.
•In 1919, the church celebrated its 25th anniversary.  

During the first 25 years, these other world events 
occurred:

oPresident William McKinley was shot (1901)
oOrville and Wilbur Wright’s first successful flight 
  at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina (1903)
oSan Francisco Earthquake – 7.8 on Richter scale 
  (1906)
oSinking of the Titanic (1912)
oPanama Canal opens (1913)
oU.S. enters World War I (1917)
oWorld War I ends (1918)

•In the late 1920s/early 1930s, church confirmed 
membership grew to over 360 members.  This 
necessitated a larger worship area.  Even in the midst of 
the Great Depression, on May 15, 1932, the cornerstone 
of current Grace Lutheran Church was laid.  The church 
was dedicated on March 5, 1933 at a cost of $93,000.  
The church’s indebtedness was liquidated in 1946.
•In 1944, the church celebrated its 50th anniversary.  
During the second 25 yeares, these other world events 
occurred:

o19th Amendment ratified -Women’s right to vote 
  (1920)
oCharles Lindbergh flies the Atlantic nonstop and 
  solo, direct from New York City to Paris (1927)
oWork begins on Mount Rushmore (1927) and 
   completed (1941)
oWall Street Crash (1929) Great Depression begains 
  (1930)
oAmelia Earhart becomes the first female aviator to 
  successfully fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean 
  (1932)
oThe Boulder (Hoover) Dam is completed (1935)
oHindenburg busts into flames while attempting to
  moor at Lakehurst, New Jersey (1937)
oWorld War II begins (1939)
oJapanese attack Pearl Harbor- U.S. enters World 
  War II (1941)

•By the mid-
1950s the church’s 
c o n f i r m e d 
m e m b e r s h i p 
was over 500 
members.  The 
Sunday School 
membership was 
over 550.

(Continued in 
the May issue of 
The Beacon.)

Grace Lutheran Church -Celebrating 125 years of Grace
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Wedding Anniversaries

 April Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

April’s flowers:

May’s flowers:

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy 
Birthday

Here are the events at our 
Lutheran Camps for to the 
Month of April:

Summer Camp Open House 
– April 11 from 2 – 4:30 p.m. 
at both Kirchenwald and 
Nawakwa. You are invited to 

visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March 21 or April 
11. Take a tour of camp with members of our summer 
staff and see what camp is all about. As a bonus, we 
will give a $10 gift certificate for the camp store to 
every brand new camper!

Camp Work Day – April 24 from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. at both Kirchenwald and Nawakwa. Help us 
get our sites ready for the summer season by joining 
us for Work Day! Jobs available for all skill levels. 
Complimentary lunch for all volunteers.  Please RSVP 
so that enough projects & food can be prepared for the 
day.

Earth Day Celebration – April 25 from 2 – 6:00 p.m. 
at Kirchenwald.  Enjoy an afternoon of environmental 
activities, games, and crafts at one of your favorites 
places within God’s creation: CAMP! An evening meal 
is included. All ages welcome. Cost is $10.

01- Loretta Golden 
04- Jayne Legore
04- Karen Turner
05- Connie Heiss
05- Shaelyn Rae Peters
06- Janet Murphy
06- Mark Ricci
06- Diana Smith
06- Eric Smith
07- Kristin Rexroth 
10- Scott T. Frey
10- Andrew Warntz
11- Landon Buckingham 
12- Alysin Dellinger-Herman
12- Daphne Grim
13- Lance Licht
14- Allen Dellinger
14- Chris Golden
14- Vincent Kicas
14- Kelly Stauffer
15- Hayden Christenberry
15- Robert Strobeck
16- Jane Shank
16- Thomas Smith
18- Kay Mansberger
21- Hayes Webster
22- Parker Bowles
24- Kurt Golden
24- Teresa Goodling
24- Quay Yendall III
25- Debbie Hoover
25- Brian Kollosch
26- Larry Fales Sr.

01- David & Linda Dennish 
22- Ralph & Julie Urey 
25- Kevin & Daphne Grim 
27- Larry & Marie Fales 

01- In memory of deceased members of the 
Golden & Coeyman families by Mr. & Mrs. 
Ron Golden
04- In memory of Atty. Samuel S. Laucks Jr 
& Mr. & Mrs. John S. Kopec & Mrs. Samuel 
S. Laucks by Dr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Laucks.
-The altar cross is in memory of the 
deceased family members of the Turner & 
Kupp families
07- In memory of the deceased members of 
the Choir by Richard Rhine
18- In memory of Atty. & Mrs. Elaine 
Laucks Sr. by the family
25- The altar flowers are presented to the 
glory of God

02- In memory of Martin & Lena Ericson, 
George Heckel, & Annette (Heckle)Milier 
by Leif & Peggy Ericson
09- In memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. Norman 
Fishel by their children & grandchildren
16- In memory of Jacob E. & Mary Valentine 
& David Thompson by Regina Thompson
23- In memory of Primrose by George 
McCallum
30- In memory of all the service men who 
have fallen defending our country
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