
Christ the King – a liturgy for worship at home  

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
In a grandiose vision the Church year ends with the feast of our Lord Jesus               
Christ, Universal King. Next Sunday the Church’s new year begins with the            
season of Advent. Today, Matthew presents us the scene of Christ our Lord             
coming as a king in judgement. This scene is the counterpart of the beatitudes              
(chapter 5), where the poor and the suffering were called blessed. Jesus shows             
himself not only as close to the poor and humble, but that he is himself the                
hungry, the sick, the imprisoned, the persecuted. He asks us: ‘Have you met             
me in them?’  How will we answer him? 
 
Act of Penitence 
If only we had recognised the Lord in the poor, the humble and the              
persecuted! Let us ask the Lord to forgive us for the times we have failed to                
recognise him. 
 
Lord Jesus, you looked for the lost ones, you bandaged the wounded and made              
the weak strong: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to gather together those scattered in the mist and the              
darkness: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, Jesus, you identified with the hungry and the sick, with strangers and             
with those in prison: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us all our transgressions, especially our             
lack of love and compassion. Help us to recognise you in other people and to               
serve you through them, that you may bless us and take us into everlasting life.               
Amen. 
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Act of Praise 
You may like to say a form of the Gloria, say or sing a hymn of praise, or recite this reworking                     
of the ancient canticle, the Te Deum 
 
Men and women: praise the God of Love.  Earth and sky worship the Creator. 
Angelic powers of light eternal, penetrating the ancient dark: lift your voices 
with the song: 
Holy, holy, holy, strange mysterious power, the whole creation is full of your 
glory.  
 
Saints and holy fools of every generation, sing alleluia, alleluia. 
Prophets crying out for justice, sing alleluia, alleluia. 
Martyrs who carried you in their wounds, scars embodied in their glory, sing 
alleluia, alleluia. 
Your holy and stumbling people in all times and places, sing alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Giver of life, of splendour and wonder, tender, of infinite patience! 
Bearer of pain, graceful and true, with wounds bringing salve! 
Maker of love, flaming and passionate, guiding us into the truth! 
 
Universal Christ, we greet you in your glory, hidden deep in the being of God. 
Word made flesh to deliver us, brought to life by human touch. 
 
Glad to be born of Mary, embodying the divine, withdrawing the sting of death, 
terrifying us with love unbounded, offering to fulfil all we could desire, opening 
the road to God’s presence for ever, guarding the freedom of the creation, 
yearning for the gathering of the harvest. 
 
Come, then, judge and deliver us, who are freed at the cost of your life.  Give us 
integrity to refuse what is evil; give us your Spirit to discern what is true, and 
lead us with all your saints to lands of eternal glory. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that             
he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of                 
the Spirit and the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship               
at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one                  
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel                                       (34 : 11 – 16 &20 – 24)  
  
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek                
them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their             
scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the                
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick              
darkness.  
 
I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,              
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains                
of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will                
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their              
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on               
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my               
  sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost,                  
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will                 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them                
with justice.  
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat               
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and             
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far              
 and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will                 
judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my              
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their              
shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be               
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 95: 1 – 7  

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our                 
salvation. 
 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving and be glad in him with              
psalms. 
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For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 
 
In his hand are the depths of the earth and the heights of the mountains are                
his also. 
 
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
 
Come, let us worship and bow down and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
 
For he is our God; we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the                   
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians                          (1: 15 – 23) 

 
 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,                 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in                  
 my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,                
 may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so                
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope               
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance              
 among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us              
 who believe, according to the working of his great power.  
 
 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and                
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and               
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not             
 only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his                   
 feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his                
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven. 
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Alleluia! 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew          (25: 31 – 46) 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the                 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will                 
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a              
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his               
right hand and the goats at the left. 
 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed                
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the              
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me                 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and               
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and                  
you visited me.” 
 
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you              
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And              
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave                
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited                
you?’ 
 
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the                   
least of these who are my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.” 
 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from                
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry                
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was                  
a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me               
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 
 
Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or               
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of                 
you?” 
 
Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of                   
the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 
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And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal             
life. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Homily 
In the 1950s an American soldier was visiting Stockholm, the capital of Sweden,             
and he happened to take a bus journey. He struck up a conversation with a               
friendly Swedish gentleman he found himself sitting next to, and they           
compared things in each other’s countries. The American, rather proudly told           
the man that he believed the United States to be the most open and              
democratic country in the world. And he boasted, with some exaggeration of            
course, that any American citizen could go to the White House and meet the              
President. The Swedish man listened politely and then said to the American in             
a matter-of-fact way, ‘Well, here in Sweden, you know, the king and the people              
often travel together on the bus.’ The bus then arrived at its next stop and the                
Swede got off. As the bus moved on, the American was asked by other              
passengers if he realised who he had been talking to. He confessed that he              
had no idea as they hadn’t introduced themselves to each other. He was             
informed that he had shared a seat and a conversation with His Majesty,             
Gustav Adolf VI, the king of Sweden. 
 
Gustav Adolf had a reputation for being a down-to-earth monarch. There is            
little doubt that he would not have been allowed to travel around in such a               
way today, at least not without a security team. But history has produced             
many like him, men and women, often inspired by the Christian gospel who got              
down among their people, cared for them, and even fed, washed and clothed             
some of the more needy among them. I think of the 11th century queen,              
Margaret of Scotland, also princess Elizabeth of Hungary, both of them           
‘November saints.’ Then there is the 13th century Louis Capet, otherwise           
known as King Louis IX of France, interestingly a direct ancestor of a former              
churchwarden of mine, a landed lady, who also had a significant ministry of             
care to her community. Such monarchs, princes and aristocrats reflected and           
lived out a model of royalty that God wants us to understand about himself.              
For this God did come down to earth, and in a way that only God would or                 
could. In the life of Jesus, God showed what true divinity and majesty is. He               
served and cared for people as one of them, and he identified intimately with              
the whole experience of ordinary human life, including suffering and death. 
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In our first reading today, through the prophet Ezekiel, God says, ‘I shall look              
after my sheep; I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage the                
wounded and make the weak strong. I shall be a true shepherd to them.’              
Centuries later, through his ministry, Jesus brought those words to life. He            
loved and cared generously and indiscriminately. His was a ministry of rescue,            
restoration and healing. He showed what God is really like. But he also issued              
a challenge to those who would be his followers. That is, to try and live as he                 
lived. He expects his followers to follow his example in this life, especially if              
they expect to still be with him when their earthly life is over. 
 
That is the big message in today’s Gospel reading, the parable of the sheep and               
goats. It is asking us to take seriously the fact, that if God considered it so                
important to come and share our human life, to express his loving ways             
through the words and works of Jesus, showing that each human life is of real               
value, then let us not kid ourselves into thinking that we can sail through life in                
the hope of eternity without a thought or care for the needs of others. 
 
Consider the complaint of the goats, the unjust and uncaring people in the             
parable. These are particularly the ones who considered themselves as          
religious, those who had all the advantages or head-starts to holiness, but who             
instead only pretended to be godly or holy. They are condemned, not by the              
ruthless or unbending judgement of God, but by their own refusal to love.             
They persisted in following a way of life that simply cannot exist in God’s              
kingdom. 
 
Hungry, thirsty, naked, a stranger, sick, or in prison. We shouldn’t treat the list              
as exhaustive or define the examples narrowly. There are many sick people in             
the world who have no need of a doctor, many who are imprisoned but not               
behind walls, and many who are hungry and thirsty, but not for food and drink.               
Mother Theresa of Calcutta described many human conditions of need as           
essentially one and the same: the experience of being unwanted and uncared            
for. ‘The greatest evil in the world,’ she said, ‘is lack of love, the terrible               
indifference towards one’s neighbour.’ 
 
Jesus Christ comes to us in this Eucharist as a sign of his unconditional love for                
us. It is a love that contains an invitation to share his life. But before we break                 
the bread of eternal life, we shall pray, as Jesus taught, for God’s kingdom to               
come on earth as it is in heaven. To come on earth it has to find a base in the                    
human heart, so our prayer commits us to breaking the bread of our own lives               
in the cause of this kingdom of justice, love and peace. We are asking for the                
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grace to welcome and serve the Lord not only in our worship but in the world,                
and through the people we relate to day by day, especially those who need our               
help and even those we may not particularly like very much. We are praying              
that we might live by the ancient Golden Rule, that is, to treat others fairly,               
indiscriminately and with compassion, and as we ourselves would want to be            
treated. 
 
The king of Sweden was unrecognised by his fellow passenger on a Stockholm             
bus. But we need to recognise Christ the King on every bus, in every encounter               
with others through this journey of life. We may usefully heed the advice             
given to a group of young actors who were once making a hash of their               
performances. Their tutor said to them, ‘the king is sitting in every audience.             
You are to play to the king.’  
 
Christ our King, the King of kings, sits before us in every arena of life, in the                 
midst of all the common things, including the mess and brokenness in human             
lives. It is there that we are to serve him. It is there that we must perform for                  
him.  
 
The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named. 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 

with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us come now before the Everlasting God, through our Saviour Jesus who is              
both Christ the King and the Son of Man, and who understands our needs and               
the needs of this world. 
Lord, hear us…….Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Father of all, we give thanks for all who have boldly proclaimed your Gospel              
around the world, especially those who risk danger from doing so. We lift to              
you our Diocese in Europe and its leaders Robert and David. Give them             
strength and courage for the tasks before them during this time of government             
restrictions. 
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
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Holy God, we raise before you your churches here in Tenerife, of which your              
Son is King. We pray that you will draw us together and unite us in the love of                  
Christ that we may proclaim with one voice your justice and righteousness in a              
broken world. 
Bless John and all who assist him in ministry, giving them Grace to follow in the                
steps of Jesus.  
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Loving God, we pray for your world. We pray for peace, reconciliation and             
healing in the places of war, hatred and terrorism. We pray that the nations of               
this world may be united and subject to the rule of Christ the King, through               
whom and for whom all things were created. We pray for earthly monarchs             
especially Elizabeth our Queen and Felipe, King of Spain. May their reigns be             
guided and influenced by the example set by your Son, the King of Kings. 
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Father God, we pray for our communities, our friends and families both here             
and in the UK; our churches, our charity shop and our places of work and               
study. We ask your blessing on each family represented here today. Help us to              
grow close to the people around us that we may serve them as our Lord would                
serve them. We pray for those here in Tenerife who are suffering the hardship              
of unemployment.  
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Loving God, we pray for all those who suffer, in body mind or spirit. We pray                
that they will know the presence of your Son alongside them and the power of               
Christ the King within them, bringing peace and healing for them and help and              
encouragement for those caring for them at this time of need. We particularly             
lift to you Margaret. May a diagnosis will be made quickly and she is soon               
restored to good health. 
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Compassionate God, we pray for the families and friends of those who have             
recently died and are suffering the loss of their loved ones; be with them in               
their time of sorrow.  May they find consolation and peace. 
Lord, hear us.....Lord, graciously hear us 
 
Faithful God, as we give thanks for sustaining us in your merciful hand, let us               
too show compassion and love to those who we meet this week. 
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Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour             
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
  
Today’s Eucharistic Prayer Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.  
 
For with the oil of gladness you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son, to 
be our great high priest and king of all creation. 
 
As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross and 
redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace. 
 
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures, that he may bring before 
your infinite majesty a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and 
grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
 
And so with angels and archangels and all the heavenly host, we proclaim your 
glory and join their unending hymn of praise:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
With Jesus our Lord, we pray that God’s kingdom may become a reality among              
us: 
Our Father………………… 
 
 

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                

just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
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and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
Heavenly Father, in this act of worship we have given thanks and praise to you               
and acclaimed your Son Jesus Christ as the Lord and king of our lives. By the                
strength of his risen life and continuing presence may we go his royal way of               
loyalty to you and service to one another, whoever the other may be. 
Gather us together as your holy people and let us be to the world a humble                
sign of your kingdom, until you take us into your home of peace and joy               
through our King who became the servant of all, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Christ our King make us faithful and strong to do his will, that we may reign 
with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit be with us and remain with us, and with all those we love and 
pray for, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord, and may our lives give shape to 
his kingdom.  Thanks be to God. 
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