
Easter Day of the Lord’s Resurrection – a liturgy for worship at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

ALLELUIA.  CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA!

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life.
Throughout the world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. As we
hear his word and proclaim all that God has done, we can be confident that we
already share his victory over death and will live with him for ever.

Act of Penitence
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true
heart.

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread:
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and
strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows, or some other hymn of praise:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him
in glory, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and
might, now and in all eternity.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (10:34 – 43)

Peter began to speak : “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him.

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God
as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118: 1 – 2; 16 – 17; 22 – 23, with refrain (v.24)

This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.

Let Israel now proclaim, ‘His mercy endures for ever.’
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The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds; the right hand of the Lord raises

up.

I shall not die, but live and declare the works of the Lord.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians (15:1 – 11)

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to
you—unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has
not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they,
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

3



Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, Alleluia!
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
Let us keep the feast, then, in the Lord.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20: 1 – 18)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.”

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there,
but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw
and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbuni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
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your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Christianity is all about Easter, and Easter is all about the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. As Archbishop Michael Ramsey once put it so succinctly, ‘No
resurrection, no Christianity.’ If the Easter event not happened, there would be
no Gospel or New Testament; there would be no Christian faith or people;
there would be nothing for us to celebrate today. In fact there would be no
church for us go come to. There would be nothing of what we call Christian
values or civilization, and any memory of a remarkable man called Jesus of
Nazareth would have died within a few years of his tragic death.

Yet to account for this life-changing Easter event is difficult. To someone with
no faith or spiritual awareness, it makes no sense whatsoever. The ‘fairy tale’
and ‘imaginary friend’ brigade, who are always quick to tweet their disdain and
incomprehension in response to any news report concerning religion, have a
field day at Easter. But even the Gospels struggle to put the central event of our
faith into words.

In fact they don’t really explain it at all. Rather it is Easter, the resurrection that
explains the Gospels, why they were written. Everything we read about Jesus
is interpreted from the perspective or through the lens of what happened at
Easter. But the resurrection itself is by its very nature a mystery. The New
Testament use of language makes that clear. The disciples saw the risen Lord,
but how they did was entirely due to the initiative, the grace of God. We read
that God showed the risen Christ to the disciples. God allowed Jesus to be
seen by them and to be present to them, to communicate with them.

Our second reading today is actually the earliest written account of the
resurrection. It comes not from a Gospel but from a letter of St Paul. He is
painstakingly trying to convince some of his doubting Corinthian readers of the
truth of the resurrection. The details Paul gives are what he himself had
previously received. Presumably that was at the time of his conversion some
20 years earlier, and that takes us back to within perhaps just three or four
years of the Easter event itself. So this passage is extremely important
testimony to the first resurrection experiences. Paul does not seem to know, or
certainly does not pass on, any further details than the list of resurrection
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appearances to the apostles and others. Then he includes himself among them
as one who has also seen the risen Lord. He is referring to his Damascus road
encounter, something that only he experiences but not those with him, other
than knowing that something remarkable was happening to Saul, as he was
then, some audible or visionary experience that made him lose his sight for a
while, as we read in the three accounts in book of Acts.

Whatever exactly happened to the disciples and to Paul, the resurrection
experience was of such great impact that those people’s lives, lifestyles and
deeply engrained Jewish religion were completely transformed. They no
longer understood God apart from Jesus. The first day of the week, the day of
resurrection, became their new holy day. They lived without fear of what
might happen to them in the course of their witnessing to Christ and their
proclamation of his gospel of the kingdom of God. In the harsh political climate
of the day, the Roman Empire, these brave men and women proclaimed quite
publicly that the Son of God, the Saviour of the World, the bringer of Peace on
earth was not Caesar but Jesus the Christ. Christianity was peaceful but also
subversive, offering a radically different vision for life on earth. It simply could
not have started or survived let alone continue to grow without the driving
force of the Easter event.

We are here today as Easter people. Like Mary Magdalene we encounter the
risen Lord. Through the Holy Spirit we use the eyes of our faith to recognise
that the risen Lord is as present to us as he was to his disciples on that first
Easter Day. And (when it is possible, of course!) we do this every Sunday, for
every Sunday celebrates Easter, the resurrection of the Lord. Although
whatever day or time we meet for the breaking of bread, it is always for us very
early in the morning on the first day of the week, the moment of which Mary
Magdalene said, ‘I have seen the Lord.’ We come together in this way to be
strengthened and renewed in our Easter faith, and for the mission we share
with those first followers of Jesus.

On Easter Day itself we focus on baptism because baptism celebrates our
passing with Christ from death to life. We remind ourselves what we affirmed
when were first ‘Christ-ened,’ and we renew the joy we have, that through the
waters of baptism we were born again, born into a new life.

Our Lord’s resurrection is the first fruits of our own. Easter is the guarantee of
our eternal future. But it is also the motivation for our present. Jesus’
resurrection served to commission and empower his disciples for life and
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mission on this earth. The new life we enjoy in Christ has to be lived out,
practised here and now in our daily lives. The risen Lord has made us part of a
community through which he can remain visible in the world. So Christianity
can never be a private faith that each can practice is his or her own way. We
have been called to be community, Church, the family of God in Christ. The
risen Lord appeared to his disciples mostly when they were together. And it is
together, through our worship and fellowship that the risen Lord is most
present and active among us.

As we strive to live the Christian life, we need each other, perhaps now more
than at any time. Because we live out our faith in difficult times. We minister
to difficult times. We may not be persecuted like our first predecessors, and
like many of our fellow Christians in other parts of the world today. We are
simply ignored. Our increasingly secular culture does not understand us, is
sometimes hostile, and hopes to make us irrelevant. It is in and to that world
that we serve.

The most valuable gift we have to offer is love. The first Christians drew the
admiration of the society around them because of their love for one another
and for all. Christian mission becomes possible when Christian lives are
authentic and reflect the light of the risen Christ. Those of us who have been
‘Christ-ened’ have been set apart to show Christ to the world. We are the body
of Christ on earth now. He has no other. Through our celebration of this great
festival of our faith may the risen Lord encourage, refresh and purify us for the
loving and reconciling work he has called us all to share with him. And may our
Easter joy remain with us in the days ahead, and throughout our lives.

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended.

The Easter renewal of baptismal promises:
Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in
his baptism, so that we may rise with him to new life. Now that our Lenten
observance is ended, let us reaffirm the promises we made in baptism.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
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day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.  Amen.

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the
world and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and
grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Christ is Risen, and the power of His resurrection fills the world today with new
life, hope and expectation and so we bring to him all our needs and concerns.
Faithful God we think of your Church today celebrating the Resurrection all
over the world. Language race and nationalities may be different but our
worship and our joy on the Day of Resurrection make us one in the Gospel. We
pray that the Holy Spirit may guide and strengthen us in mission and service
praying that day by day we may grow in love for you and for our brothers and
sisters in Christ.
We pray for your Church around the world, our Bishops in Europe, all Priests,
Deacons, Readers and others in lay ministry who serve you. We pray for our
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church here in Tenerife and especially for John, Marisha and the council that
they will be given vision and strength for our mission and ministry.
We thank you for our charity shop and all who work or shop there, may it be a
continued blessing to the church and the community.
Lord, in your mercy.........Hear our prayer
Mighty God we pray for the leaders of the nations of the world that they may
give priority to those with greatest need in the distribution of the world’s basic
resources. We ask your blessing on all in government and that they be given
wisdom in this time of difficult decision making due to the Pandemic. We pray
on this special day, for peace in the world and for countries where there is still
war and conflict. We especially lift up to you the Holy Land at this special time.
Lord, in your mercy.........Hear our prayer
Father God at this Eastertide which is so different in these days we pray for our
families and friends especially for those who have not been able to join us here
in Tenerife during the Easter Holidays. We thank you too for the joy of sending
and receiving Easter cards and messages of love. Thank you too for modern
communication systems which bring our loved ones so close even when we are
separated by great distances. We ask for your blessing on each family
represented here today.
Lord, in your mercy........Hear our rayer
Creator God we pray for those who are in need and ask you to look with pity on
those who suffer.
We pray for the broken hearted, for the sick, for the lonely that your very
presence would comfort them in their time of need. We remember in a moment
of silence Margaret Rainton, Carol Hart, Petrina Thomson and those who need
your touch…….. We pray for those who are homeless here in the island, may
they find shelter and protection.
Lord, in your mercy........ Hear our prayer
Merciful God we pray that those who have suffered the pain of loss of loved
ones. Give them faith to hold on to the promise of the new life, won for us all by
the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ and his triumph over death and the
grave.
Lord, in your mercy........ Hear our prayer
Faithful God as we go out into the world, we pray that we may reflect your love
in our families, our church and our community; so that the world can witness
that we are followers of Christ and draw others into his loving care.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has
taught us:
Our Father…..

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and across
the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy word and receiving
the Precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup
of Life, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son
who gave his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit
that I may be filled with your presence. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death
of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power
of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with
him in the joy in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Blessing
God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to you
the gates of everlasting life.  Amen.

God the Son, whose resurrection has destroyed our death, give you joy as you
share the Easter faith.

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
with you, and with those you love and pray for, today and always.  Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!
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John 20:1-18
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