
A thought for the day
‘The moment the prodigal fell on his knees and wept, he made his having

wasted his substance with harlots, his swine-herding and hungering for the
husks they ate, beautiful and holy moments in his life. It is difficult for
most people to grasp that idea. I dare say one has to go to prison to
understand it.  If so, it may be worthwhile going to prison.’ – Oscar Wilde

A prayer for the week for ourselves
Father, in your compassion and patient mercy you have prodigally poured
out your love on us. You have gathered us in your Son and brought us
home to hear your forgiving words and to be fed at the table of life. May
your love live on in us and make us bring your reconciliation to everyone,
near and far. May we always proclaim that you are a Father who loves
without measure and longs to embrace those who go astray. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Walking together in faith

Sunday, 27th March 2022 Fourth Sunday of Lent
(Mothering Sunday)

The Sunday Eucharist:
10.15am San Eugenio, Pueblo Canario, Playa de Las Américas
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur
6.00pm Espiritu Santo, Los Gigantes

Welcome to everyone to our worship. The radical grace and love of God is
outlined today in one of the great Gospel parables of Jesus: the Prodigal or
Lost Son. This son, the younger of two brothers, chooses to leave the
family for a carefree and loose lifestyle and he represents so many of the
so-called sinners whom Jesus addressed and ministered to, who longed to
be accepted back by their religious leaders, represented by the elder son in
the story. The father represents God, who loves those who remain loyal to
him but longs for his wayward children to come home and find his
forgiveness, acceptance and security of life. That it is told on Mothering
Sunday is most appropriate for God is Spirit and equally Father and
Mother to us. We give thanks today for all mothers and for all that
‘mother’ means in our life experience: all who have nurtured, loved and
cared for us and helped us to be who we are.

Important information regarding the reception of Holy Communion
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We have resumed administering Holy Communion in both kinds. It is
appreciated that not everyone will yet be comfortable in drinking from the
common cup (chalice) during these times, so please continue to receive in
one kind only if you prefer. Anglican teaching stresses that Christ is fully
present in either kind. If you receive from the chalice, it should be by
sipping from it. Intinction (dipping the wafer bread into the chalice) is
more infection risky and is strongly discouraged. (Communion will
continue to be given in one kind if no authorised person is available to
administer the chalice).

Today’s readings
Joshua 5: 9 – 12 The joy of a homeland
God had led his people from the land of slavery into their new homeland.
They celebrated this homecoming by renewing the covenant with God.
Then they had to learn to live as God’s faithful people.

Psalm 32: 1 – 2; 4 – 6; 8; 11 – 12, with the response:
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord

2 Corinthians 5: 16 – 21 Reconciled and Reconcilers
Paul outlines how God offers us a new world of forgiveness and
reconciliation. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, a new life has been found.
Christians are called to bring the good news of a life reconciled to God to
all.

Luke 15: 1 – 3; 11 – 32 A journey from death to life
In the parable of the father and his two sons, the father welcomes back the
wayward but penitent younger son with joy, but the self-righteous elder
son, refuses to join him and feels no need of forgiveness. A story which
asks of us:  which character am I?

Eucharistic Prayer: E (pages 14 – 15) with Lenten Preface, followed
by the Lord’s Prayer and Communion rite (page 21)

Church financial giving
At this time of Covid-19 precautions. no collection is taken at the
Offertory, so please place your offering in the basket provided at the back
of the church as you leave. Alternatively, or additionally, contributions
will be most welcome by bank transfer to either our euro or sterling
accounts.  The details are as follows:
For Euros:
Bank:  Santander
Account Number:  0049 5857 71 211 600 2325
Account Name:  Capellania Anglicana de Tenerife Sur

For Sterling:
For security reasons the information has been withdrawn from the pew
sheet.   Please contact our treasurer Gwen Furmston for the details
either in church (San Eugenio) or on sgfurmston@gmail.com

If you would like to set up a regular payment and you pay UK tax, please
contact Gwen for the necessary declaration form which will increase your
donation by 25% at no cost to you.

Our Charity Shop, Los Gigantes:
Open Monday to Saturday,  10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

Thursday, 31st March
10.30am Eucharist at Espiritu Santo, Los Gigantes
(Readings: Exodus 32: 7 – 14; John 5: 31 – 47)

Next Sunday, 3rd April, Lent 5
Eucharist: Times and locations as today
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Thank you to all who attended the Annual General Meeting on Friday
and the lunch afterwards. At the meeting Jean Kelly and Val Sainsbury
were re-affirmed as Churchwardens for the next year. The present council
members also continue with the addition of Philip Davies. At the short
council meeting afterwards, the following duties were agreed: Elizabeth
Thomas, lay vice-chair and electoral roll officer; Marisha Carter, secretary;
Gwen Furmston, treasurer; Jill Pargeter, safeguarding officer. Marisha and
Gwen continue as Archdeaconry Synod representatives. (Gwen is also
currently treasurer to the Archdeaconry).


