
The First Sunday of Christmas – a liturgy for worship at home 

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Today we consider the impact of Christmas, of the difference that Christ brings to              
the world and to our lives if our hearts are open enough to let him in.  
 
Act of Penitence 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. Let us                 
turn to the light and confess our sins. 
 
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as               
your children. 
Forgive and heal us. 
 
The Virgin Mary accepted our call to be the mother of Jesus. Forgive our              
disobedience to your will. 
Forgive and heal us. 
 
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. Forgive our greed and               
rejection of your ways. 
Forgive and heal us. 
 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our self-interest and lack              
of vision. 
Forgive and heal us. 
 
The wise men followed a star to find Jesus the King. Forgive our reluctance to seek                
you. 
Forgive and heal us. 
 
May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour                 
forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ                 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gloria – the following or some other hymn of praise 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you              
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the                 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:                  
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,                  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more 
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to 
share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah                                           (61: 10 – 62: 3) 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be 
called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 Psalm 148: 1 – 5 & 13 – 14  

Alleluia.  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights. 

Praise him, all you his angels; praise him, all his host. 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you stars of light. 

Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
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Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

For his name only is exalted, his splendour above earth and heaven. 

He has raised up the horn of his people and praise for all his faithful servants, the 

children of Israel, a people who are near him.  Alleluia. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians                    (4: 4 – 7) 
 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born                
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might                 
receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit              
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a                  
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I bring you news of great joy: 
Today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the Lord 

Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke             (2: 8 – 21) 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you news of 
great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ 
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace among those whom 
he favours!’ 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ 
 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 
 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily 
The Russian writer, Fyodor Dostoyesvsky, spent four years in a Siberian prison. In             
one way he was fortunate because he was spared the death penalty. It was a bleak                
experience which brought him into contact with some really desperate men. But he             
gives a moving account of what Christmas meant to those men. 
 
He writes that on Christmas Day their mood lightened. They felt they were not              
altogether outcasts, lost souls, pieces of flotsam. They felt like human beings, and             
that they had bonds with one another and with all the world. Christmas took them               
out of themselves. Even the most frugal among them thought it their duty to be               
open handed on a day like this. 
 
Sometimes it takes extreme experiences to remind us, in John Donne’s words, that             
‘no man is an island; each of us is part of the continent.’ When we are pushed to                  
our limits we are better able to grasp that our lives are linked together. My mother                
often spoke of her fond girlhood memories of war time. Not the bloodshed, the              
killing, the fear of being bombed, of course – but the fact that everyone in her                
neighbourhood seemed to be a friend, they looked out for one another; there was              
so much open house, people visited, brought simple gifts, shared stories. Nearly            
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every household, including Mum’s, had someone away at the war, so everyone in a              
sense lived each other’s news, hopes and worries. 
  
Yet Christmas is able to affect us in this way too, if we allow it. It can achieve a great                    
sense of belonging, of community, where divisions are pushed aside or forgotten, at             
least for a while. At this time most of all we can experience or appreciate the                
brotherhood and sisterhood of all human beings. Any tragedy or suffering in the             
world is felt by everyone when it happens at Christmas, and it feels much worse. At                
this time, we are taken out of our narrow world and selfish habits and put in touch                 
with our common humanity, with our shared fears and hopes. Perhaps this current             
pandemic has also usefully served to make us more aware that we are all in this life                 
together.  Even with having to create physical space between us and avoiding touch. 
 
Christmas shows us that it is by coming together, by opening our hearts to one               
another, that we find real joy. It is the joy of belonging. It is the joy of being with                   
others as a friend, a companion, a fellow traveller on the road of life. When Jesus                
repeated and expanded the meaning of the ancient commandment, ‘You shall love            
your neighbour as yourself,’ he was not asking us to be charitable and caring              
towards others simply because that is good and noble and commendable. He was             
surely meaning love your neighbour as an extension of yourself, because that is             
what humanity means as created and intended by God.  
 
This takes some thinking about, but a particular example is where those who             
volunteer to work in centres for the homeless and at food banks and on aid projects                
in poor countries see themselves completely as equals to their clients, partners in a              
shared mission. They understand that they are giving their skills and resources            
because of the sheer need of the people they are serving, and with the intention to                
protect and enhance the self-respect, the dignity of those people which is often             
seriously damaged as a result of their plight. The credit, the reward for the workers               
is in seeing their efforts succeed and their clients being able to thrive and be happy.  
 
The joyful meaning of Christmas is that God expresses his oneness and solidarity             
with us. God becomes like us, and one with us. Jesus is Emmanuel, the name which                
means God-with-us. He made himself our friend, our brother, our companion –            
meaning literally the one who shares bread with us – and who walks with us on the                 
road of life. By becoming one with us he has taken away the distance between the                
human and the divine, and between human and human. He makes us one with God               
and with one another. 
 
So Christmas shines with meaning and hope. We are given a sense of a living bond                
with another world, indeed with the other world. We need no longer be afraid. The               
great barrier between life and death, and between the divine and human has been              
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removed and we are bidden to respond by removing all the barriers, the divisions              
that we have erected for ourselves, the fences and the walls that separate us from               
one another, and with the intention that they are removed permanently. 
 
And all this because of the news of great joy that was announced to shepherds and                
is once again announced to us: ‘Today a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ                 
the Lord.’ 
 
A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his 
love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
God of grace and truth, your eternal word brought life to birth and brings us new                
birth in Christ Jesus. Thank you. 
Let us bring now our prayers for the needs of ourselves and others to almighty God                
who is also our loving Father, full of compassion and mercy. 
We pray for the leaders of churches and the teachers of faith that they may be                
blessed with wisdom and insight to encourage and guide those who are seeking the              
way to God. We pray particularly for our own Diocese of Europe and our Bishops               
Robert and David. Bless all those who seek to serve you in ministry here in Tenerife                
especially John our priest. We pray for our charity shop and give you thanks for your                
continuing blessing upon it. 
Lord, in your mercy ...hear our prayer 
 
We pray for the leaders of nations and all in positions of authority over others. We                
pray that they may be blessed with compassion, a sense of justice and the humility               
and meekness to accept the responsibilities that come with power. We pray for the              
United Kingdom as it establishes a new relationship with the European Union, and             
we ask for wisdom for those who are working to end the Pandemic. 
Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer 
 
We pray for this community in which we live and worship. We pray that our               
fellowship may be one in which all are welcome to share in our journey of learning                
and discovery. As we begin the New Year, we ask for your continued blessing on our                
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church of St. Francis. Guide us by your Spirit and help us to reach out in love. We                  
pray for those who would normally be worshipping with us at this time but have               
been unable to travel; may they be blessed wherever they are. 
Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who are weighed down by illness, pain, bereavement or anxiety.              
We pray that the peace of Christ may rule in their hearts bringing them comfort and                
hope in their suffering. For all who have been affected by the Covid 19 virus we ask                 
for their complete healing, and we continue to pray for our friends who are ill at this                 
time, especially Margaret Rainton, Carol Hart and Petrina Thompson. 
Lord, in your mercy…..hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who have gone before us into God’s eternal presence and give               
thanks that they join us in singing praise and thanksgiving to God who loves us and                
calls us to himself. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus              
Christ. Amen 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us: 
Our Father……………… 
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence just sit                  
in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death by my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes 
when, with your saints, I may praise you for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home:              
help your Church to live as one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all                 
at last to our home in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

7 
 



Blessing 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and 
obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you and with all who are in your prayers today 
and always.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace.  Proclaim the Word made flesh.  Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
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