
Third Sunday of Epiphany – a liturgy for worship at home 

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
In the Gospel today we have the well-known story of the wedding at Cana              
where the water becomes wine. We come together today to celebrate bigger            
wedding that it signifies: the union and communion we share with God            
through Jesus. In this week of prayer for Christian unity let us offer our whole               
worship as a prayer that with our all our brothers and sisters in Christ we may                
soon become the one united Church that he desires us to be. May we also be                
renewed in our call to reflect and proclaim the loving union God wants to share               
with all people that human life may be a feast of love, and an unending song of                 
joy and praise to our living God. 
 
Act of Penitence 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ,              
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. …….let us ask God                
to forgive us for the ways we fail to live as his children. 
 
Lord Jesus, through your pardon change the gloom of our sinfulness into the             
joy of reconciliation and friendship: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, Lord of life, raise us up from our sadness and make us happy, joyful                
people: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, joy of our life, teach us to find happiness in sharing, and in making                
other people happy: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In your kindness, Lord, forgive us all our sins, make us radiate your love and               
lead us on the road to the fullness of eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Act of Praise 
The Gloria as follows or some other hymn of praise 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give             
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away                
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the                  
Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most                 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son reveal in signs and miracles the wonder of your             
saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our             
weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our             
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,                 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis                                                    (14: 17 – 20) 
 
After Abram’s return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were 
with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh 
 (that is, the King’s Valley).  And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread 
 and wine; he was priest of God Most High. 
He blessed him and said, 
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 
 
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 128 
 
Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways. 

You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; it shall go well with you, and 

happy shall you be. 
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Your wife within your house shall be like a fruitful vine; your children around 

your table, like fresh olive branches. 

Thus shall the one be blest who fears the Lord. 

The Lord from out of Zion bless you, that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 

all the days of your life. 

May you see your children’s children, and may there be peace upon Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation                                          (19: 6 – 10) 

I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder peals, crying out, 
“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his bride has made herself ready; 
to her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure”—for 
the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  
                                                                                                                                    And 
the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true words of 
God.” Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must 
not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your comrades who hold the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life; 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John         (2: 1 – 11) 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of                
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  
 
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no               
wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?                
My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he               
tells you.”  
 
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of             
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the             
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now                
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.  
 
When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know              
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the              
 steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good            
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But              
 you have kept the good wine until now.”  
 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;                
and his disciples believed in him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily 
I think that next to the Prodigal Son, the wedding at Cana is my favourite               
Gospel story. But for reasons other than you may suspect. I see a connection              
in both stories. In both a family feast is involved to mark a welcome, a               
reconciliation and union. There is a celebration of love. Cana is a very             
appealing story. While all the Gospels, in a metaphorical sense, offer us good             
wine, John provides us with a special vintage. He is the undoubtedly the most              
brilliant, visionary, prophetic and interpretative writer or school of writers in           
the New Testament. 
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Perhaps the biggest surprise about today’s Gospel reading is that it is not about              
an actual wedding at all, at least not the sort that any of us will have ever                 
attended. It is rather a parable summarising the whole gospel. It is about the              
total significance of Jesus for us, the readers. All four Gospel writers are             
writing post-Easter, interpreting the life of the historical Jesus from their           
knowledge and experience of one who is already the risen Lord. But John has              
an order of events, a purpose and interpretation which are all his own. And he               
wants us to meet the risen Lord right away. So, having used up the first               
chapter to introduce Jesus, John tells us that ‘On the third day……there was a              
wedding.’ Indeed, there was! And we come together to celebrate it every            
Sunday, the Day of Resurrection. 
 
In this teachings Jesus often described the Kingdom of God as like a wedding              
feast. There was nothing new about that as the Hebrew Scriptures, what we             
call the Old Testament, used similar imagery to describe God’s desired           
relationship with the people Israel. Isaiah, for example shows God’s coming to            
live with his people as a banquet of rich food and fine wines. There was a                
longing among many in Israel for the Day of the Lord to come, for the time                
when God would be truly wedded to his people. But the nation and people              
continued to fall short of what God had called them to be. Their love for God                
had dried up, or as John puts it in the language of parable, they had run out of                  
wine, and their wine had been inadequate anyway. 
 
The old religion is symbolised by those stone water jars. The people’s faith had              
become like those jars: empty, rigid, and their hearts were like stone. There             
were six jars, one short of seven, the biblical number which represents            
completeness or perfection.  
 
Into this sorry situation comes Jesus accompanied by his disciples. He comes            
to change the situation. The other significant guest is the mother of Jesus.             
John never names her. He simply calls her the mother of Jesus. In this story               
she is presented not so much as his human mother Mary, but as his matrix; she                
symbolises the tradition and background from which he springs: the remnant           
in Israel that has remained faithful to God, and longs for the kingdom of God to                
be established. It is the Israel that has remained faithful and unsullied - pure or               
virgin, if you like, as represented by the great prophets, that says to Jesus,              
‘they have run out of wine.’…..and, ‘do whatever he tells you.’ He will be the               
one to change the situation; he will enable the marriage, the full union of God               
and his people, to take place. 
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The stone jars are filled with water. The water becomes wine. The water and              
the failed wine of the old corrupt religion are replaced. Into God’s tired and              
dried-up vineyard of Israel comes Jesus, the true vine, as John later calls him.              
He is himself that new wine, he is the best wine. He is also the bridegroom.                
His followers, his Church, are the bride. The new covenant between God and             
his people is finally established. What existed before was limited, like a            
betrothal, a courtship and a fraught one at that. Now the marriage has been              
enacted. And this marriage, this wedding was solemnised on the third day,            
Easter, when Jesus passed over to the eternal realm of God, giving us the              
pathway to follow him there. 
  
So here we have a wonderful early Christian parable, a deep reflection on the              
significance of Jesus for the people he came to serve and to call. And the story                
has a particular message for all whose faith or religion is empty, tired, dried up.               
It is about the difference Jesus makes to the journey of faith, and to our lives,                
our relationships and all our experiences – if, when…..we invite him to be our              
life guest, indeed to be the centre of our lives. Jesus is the one who is able to                  
transform our experience, give it purpose, meaning and completion. 
 
On the third day there was a wedding. The mother of Jesus was there, and               
Jesus and his disciples were there also. And what they experienced filled them             
with a fullness and joy that they or anyone had never known before. And we               
too are there with them as we share in this feast of salvation now, and as we                 
live the Christian life, celebrating that through Jesus, his life, death and            
resurrection, God has met us, God is wedded to us and has brought us home to                
his life and love which is eternal. To this wedding feast all are invited. It is our                 
mission, as those who have tasted the difference that Christ makes, to extend             
that invitation in every way we can, as we share in his work of drawing all                
people to himself. 
 
The new wine of God’s kingdom, God’s life and love, is freely available for all to 
drink.  And it will never run out. 
 
A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
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We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
We come before the Almighty God, who is more and gives more than we can               
possibly imagine and whose love to all is beyond measure. 
 
Lord God, may your bride the Church be always worthy of its calling. May it               
always seek to live out the good news and witness in ways that draw people to                
you and show your Glory before the world. Endow the leaders of the church              
with humility, grace, and a childlike trust in you. Bless our Diocese in Europe              
and the churches of the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar. We pray for guidance for             
our Bishops Robert and David and all who work in the Diocesan Office.  
Lord, in your Mercy …...Here our prayer  
 
Lord God, We thank you for all that is good in our churches and we are sorry                 
for the times we have allowed ourselves to be complacent. Breathe new life             
into our familiar practices and open our hearts and minds to receive your             
Spirit. Help us to worship you in Spirit and truth. We ask your blessing on John                
and Rosemary; give them energy and good health for all they are called to do.  
We pray for those who will be getting married this year that their commitment              
to each other through the years will remain strong and as they grow together              
they will grow closer to you too 
Lord, in your Mercy …...Hear our prayer  
 
Lord God, you are with us in times of struggle and peace. Strengthen the hand               
of those who defend the weak and vulnerable; help us all speak out when we               
meet with unkindness, cruelty or abuse. We pray for the nations of the world              
especially Britain and Spain as they manage the Coronavirus, and for the USA             
as the work of the new president and his government begins. 
We pray for the peace of Jerusalem and the Holy Land; bless all who live there                
and may they live in harmony together.  
Lord in your Mercy …...Here our prayer  
 
Lord God, come in to our homes and give us hearts of care, love and               
compassion for those with whom we live. Bless each family and church family             
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represented here today. For homes that are broken, damaged or poverty           
stricken bring your love and strengthen parents to be good role models for             
their children. We pray for the families here in Tenerife who are suffering             
hardship through loss of employment. 
Lord, in your Mercy …...Here our prayer 
 
Lord God, we pray for those who are sick or injured or in hospital at this time. 
Give hope to all who are weighed down by concerns and fears, bring to              
troubled hearts and minds the refreshment of your peace and healing. We            
pray for all affected by the Corona virus, may they be completely healed and              
for those who care for them , our nurses and doctors we ask for strength and                
stamina. 
We ask for healing according to your will and word for Margaret Rainton,             
Petrina Thompson, Carol Hart, and others who have asked for or need our             
prayers at this time. 
Lord, in your Mercy …...Here our prayer. 
 
Lord God, be with those who are near to death; have mercy on them and take                
away all fear. Comfort their families and those who mourn and grieve the loss              
of loved ones. May we all come to share in your eternal banquet, joining our               
voices with the great multitude who cry Alleluia. 
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour             
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Invited to the Lord’s feast and united by his Spirit, let us now pray to our loving                 
heavenly Father: 
Our Father…..  
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death by my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil. 
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
Keep calling to me until that day comes 
when, with your saints, I may praise you for ever.  Amen. 
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Concluding Prayer 
Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world:              
may your people, illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with the            
radiance of his glory, that he may be known, worshipped and obeyed to the              
ends of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
A marriage feast is always important as a celebration of love and friendship.             
Today we have celebrated God’s love for is people: God is ‘married’ to us; Jesus               
is married to his bride, the Church, to us. God in Christ loves us with a love that                  
is faithful and permanent. May we always seek to reflect such generous and             
unconditional love in our living and our relating to others. 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your                
hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty,              
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you and with those you love                
and pray for, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us live in unity and peace as God’s beloved children.  Thanks be to God. 
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