
In the second half of the 19th century, a Belgian priest, Fr

Damien de Veuster, who was already working in parish

ministry in Hawaii, went to serve for the rest of his life on a

remote island in that archipelago called Molokai, part of

which had been set apart as a leper colony. There, he worked

hard to transform the lives of the lepers, building a sense of

community among them, and doing all he could to give them

hope. He built a church, started a choir and orchestra, and

did any number of practical tasks for them. Then one day the

inevitable happened. He got up out of bed one morning and

began to take a bath. But as he put his foot into the water, he

could not tell whether it was hot or cold. That Sunday he

began his sermon to his leper congregation with the words,

‘Now I am one of you.’

Fr Damien’s example is one of many that has been repeated

throughout history. During the same period that he was

serving in Hawaii, Anglican priests in the East End of London

and in the slums of other cities around the country immersed

themselves in the lives of their communities and lived like the

people they served. A similar example is of priests and lay

people in Latin America forming base communities, inspired

by a conviction that only a genuine solidarity with the poor is

the proper outworking of Christian faith and life, and that the

most valuable help is given not from a distance but alongside

people, sharing their experiences, including their sorrows,

their sufferings, their struggle.



It is unlikely that such a conviction would have been present,

or at least so strong, had it not been for the coming of Jesus

into the world, who in birth, life and death revealed a God

who declared to the world, ‘Now I am one of you.’

In Jesus Christ, God has immersed himself in our life as it is, in

solidarity with us human beings, thus providing new hope

and meaning to this often painful experience of being human.

This is good news for the world. God comes to us from the

inside, as one of us. Of course, it requires something from us

in return, a response. The incarnation, the Christ event, God

entering into human history, born of a woman, born into a

human family, society, should be seen as God’s loving

initiative to help human beings discover their full potential as

those created in the image of God.  How do we respond?

The grown-up Jesus said to many people, ‘Follow me.’ Some

became his closest friends, his disciples. Many others had

their lives changed by contact with him and began to walk

through life by a different road, with different values and

priorities. Following Jesus Christ changes us from a life which

centres on the self, on personal interest and satisfaction

alone, and just following the trends and biases of our family

or culture, to a way of life which makes everyone and

everything in this world our shared concern and

responsibility.

The presence of the almighty, eternal, creator God in a baby

born of poor parents and in a stable, because there was no



room for him anywhere else, and laid in an animal’s feeding

trough for a cot, is both a great scandal and a great challenge

to all of us. Jesus the Christ, the incarnate God, is born again

in every hungry child, is present in each homeless person,

and in all who are marginalised in society. We read in the

Gospel of Jesus saying, ‘whatever you do to these my

brothers and sisters, even the very least, you do also to me.’

So you see, God did not come among us in Jesus just to show

his life and love to us. Rather, in this way, he came to invite

us to accept his life and love and compassion and care for

ourselves in order that it becomes part of who and what we

are, and like a contagion we cannot help but spread it, share

it, with others.

If our lives are motivated by genuine love for our fellow

human beings, who are all God’s children; if we reverence the

creation, this earth, as a gift of God’s love; if we are inspired

to do all we can to alleviate human and animal suffering in

whatever form it takes; if we do all in our power to promote

peace and fellowship among ourselves and to all with whom

we relate, then we may be assured that God is working

through us. God’s design for human life, God’s way of living

and loving as shown supremely in Jesus is ours for the

choosing. But it is the only choice we can make if we and the

world are to have true peace, freedom, and a life that is truly

satisfying and meaningful.



This divine vision of life was always there from the beginning,

but it was set before us in full clarity on this night long ago,

with a baby’s cry. The unknown God who is Lord of the

universe disclosed to human beings that if they want to know

what he is like, they should look there. God comes to us as a

baby, with those little hands that grip so tight and never want

to let go. God is saying to us, this is how close I want to be to

you. Now I am one of you. Will you come to live as one with

me, be with me as I seek to touch and bless and heal the

world?

May you all have a very happy Christmas, with lots of fun and

celebration. And please take your joy, and the good news of

this night, with you into the new year.


