
The First Sunday of Advent – a liturgy for worship at home 
 
If you have an Advent wreath or simply four candles to mark the Advent countdown to 
Christmas Day, you may like to light the first candle and say the following: 
 

People of God: awake! The day is coming soon when you shall see God face to                
face. Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you out of              
darkness to walk in the light of his coming.  You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and for ever.  
 
Introduction 
Our first Advent candle symbolises hope. As people of faith we have to be              
people of hope. As Christians we cannot live without dreams, without ideals            
that inspire us and even make us impatient at times. The message of this first               
Sunday of Advent tells us about God’s dream regarding our world. It is for a               
world of peace and justice. This will happen when the light of Christ shines on               
it completely. God will write this future only with the help of his people. Let               
us ask ourselves through our worship today whether we are awake and ready             
to help make Christ’s light and peace come into this world, so that the world of                
today may be changed into God’s world of tomorrow. 
 
Act of Penitence 
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  Therefore, in the light of Christ let 
us confess our sins. 
 
Heavenly Father, you have created a universe of light: forgive us when we             
return to darkness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world:  cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Holy Spirit, you give us light in our hearts: renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be              
destroyed, forgive us our sins, open our eyes to your truth, strengthen us to do               
your will and give us the joy of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.               
Amen. 
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Act of Praise 
Traditionally, the Gloria is not said or sung in Advent. However, if you have a suitable hymn                 
book you may like to say or sing an Advent hymn such as ‘O come, O come Emmanuel,’                  
‘Come thou long expected Jesus,’ ‘Hills of the north, rejoice,’ or some other suitable hymn. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the               
light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour                
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah                                                     (64:1 – 9) 

  
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter;  we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80: 1 – 8 & 18 – 20    
 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that led Joseph like a flock; 
 
Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, before Ephraim,           
Benjamin and Manasseh. 
 
Stir up you mighty strength and come to our salvation. 
 
Turn us again, O God; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be               
saved. 
 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
 
You feed them with the bread of tears; you give them abundance of tears to               
drink. 
 
You have made us the derision of our neighbours, and our enemies laugh us to               
scorn. 
 
Turn us again, O God; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be               
saved. 
 
Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, the son of man you made                 
so strong for yourself. 
 
And so we will not go back from you; give us life, and we shall call upon your                  
name. 
 
Turn us again, O God; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be               
saved. 
 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians                (1: 3 – 9)  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.              
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has                 
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him,                
in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has             
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been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift             
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen               
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus                 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son,               
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.  
 
Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark          (13: 24 – 37) 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples:  ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 
glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
From the fig tree learn its lesson:  as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. 
 
Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
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may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to 
all:  Keep awake.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Homily 
Advent means ‘coming.’ We are familiar enough with a related word,           
‘adventure,’ which means a ‘coming to pass,’ a happening, and one which has a              
particular touch of excitement or unpredictability attached to it. On this first            
Sunday of Advent each year, we are invited to begin again a great journey, and               
adventure. Through our weekly worship we start out once again to explore the             
loving purposes of God for his people, for us. We set out once more to follow                
in the footsteps of Jesus. If we come to church Sunday by Sunday, we will find                
the whole of Jesus’ life and teaching presented to us in a particular sequence              
through the various seasons and festivals. We will visit all the main events of              
his time on earth, from the expectation of his coming, to his birth, life, teaching               
and healing works, his death, resurrection, and his continuing presence          
through the Holy Spirit to enable his people to be a vibrant, adventurous             
community, commissioned to continue his work on earth. 
 
The Christ story re-presented to us over the year seeks to make us participants,              
people who are caught up in the events as they take place, so much so that we                 
are renewed and changed by them. Each year we must try to see the Christ               
story as new and present and alive. We must try to hear it better, engage with                
it more deeply, and make it more and more our own. In hearing his story, we                
are being urged to make connections with our own lives and experiences. The             
Christ story enables us to live our own stories more fully, more purposefully             
and more joyfully. 
 
And even though we may have made this journey, this adventure into Christ’s             
life before, perhaps many times, we must try to begin again today, as if for the                
very first time. Advent is a God-given opportunity to make a new or deeper              
beginning, if not a first beginning, in following Jesus Christ. 
 
Today, the Gospel reading presents us with some quite difficult language and            
imagery. It focuses on what is traditionally called the Second Coming of Christ.             
The New Testament never uses that term but does speak of a coming of Jesus               
that would take place in the future and would be very different to his first               
coming. It would be the final event in history and would usher in the total               
reign of God. 
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As the Gospel indicates, the first Christians believed that such an event was             
near and that it would be preceded by cosmic signs and catastrophes, and this              
passage and various other writings in the New Testament appeal to the            
Christians to get their house in order so that they would be ready for the end                
when it comes. Of course, in the sense that the end as they understood it               
would be immediate, they were wrong, and some of the later writings of the              
New Testament indicate some revision in Christian thinking about it and about            
the future coming of Christ. 
  
This world will, of course, end one day. There are plenty of sound warnings              
about how that could be sooner rather than later if we don’t find better ways               
to live with each other on this planet and also care for the planet and its                
resources responsibly. But if we can get the politics and the ecology right, we              
can expect long ages of history on earth still to come. 
  
When we affirm that Jesus will ‘come again’ we are making a commitment to               

his vision of the future, the dream of God. God loves the world. The              
incarnation, God coming among us in the life of Jesus, is one big clue that life                
on earth is very important to God and that God has a definite plan for it. The                 
kingdom of God or heaven, which Jesus came to announce and demonstrate, is             
for the earth. It involves a world of true social and distributive justice, where              
everyone has enough to live on and no one makes war anymore, a hope first               
expressed in the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah around 700BC. The kingdom            
of God on earth requires human beings with all their diversity to live together              
in peace and love. This is God’s passion for the world and for human life. As                
Christians, as individuals and as communities of faith, this is to be our central              
cause and motivation, our genuine hope for the world and its future, a future              
in which that biblical vision of the reign of God will become present, real,              
visible in human life and society. That will be the most important answer to              
our prayer, ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ 
 
Meanwhile, we need to remember that the important coming again of Jesus            
has already happened. In fact, he has never left us, except in the flesh, and his                
promise to his disciples was that he would be with them until the end of time.                
The risen Christ has come and continues to come through the Spirit into the              
lives of all who seek to follow him. Through that Spirit he continues to call us                
more deeply into his life. 
  
At Christmas we welcome the coming again of the Christ who is already here.              
He comes to us to be born anew in our hearts; he comes again in all the                 
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celebrations and rythmns of the liturgical year. He comes to us in our prayer              
and worship; he comes to us when we read the Scriptures in a discerning,              
prayerful and grown-up way. He comes to us in the Eucharist, present to us in               
bread and wine. He comes again in the experiences and relationships of our             
daily lives. He comes to us in the needy and the marginalised and all who               
suffer. He comes to us in the very creation itself, this wonderful sign of God’s               
presence and love all around us, and which calls us to care for this precious               
earth as a sacred duty. Christ continues to come in so many ways, to bless, to                
challenge and to transform us. The most important Advent call for us is to              
wake up to his presence, to try and see more clearly the Christ who is already                
here; to try or try better and more resolutely to follow him. When we do this,                
when we allow ourselves to grow more deeply into Christ, he is able to make               
his home in us, so that he can continue to be visible, embodied, incarnate and               
present to the world through us. 
  
The example of Jesus, his life, teaching and sacrifice, inform us how we should              
live, and how we should love. No need to wait for the final judgement. We               
have the gospel, so we already know what that judgement is! But our call to               
respond to it is urgent because our time on this earth is short. Advent presents               
us with a wake-up call for our faith and practice as followers of Jesus, telling us                
to pay attention, get focused, and try better to follow his way in the here and                
now, so that the kingdom of God which Jesus came to live and die for, may not                 
be confined to the realm of future hope or dream, but may be more and more                
a present living reality, that dares to challenge and hopes to change the world. 
 

A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Almighty God as the new day dawns on this first Advent Sunday, we give              
thanks for the first glimmers of the light which remind us of the coming of your                
Son Jesus Christ. 
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Your light has the power to overcome all our darkness and we pray that               
throughout the Season of Advent we may share in the mystery of your coming              
into the world. 
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
 
Loving God, we give thanks for the work and mission of your Church around              
the world and pray that amid all the distractions of the season your Son Jesus               
will be placed first. Bless all who will be leading celebrations over the Advent              
season: your Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and lay ministers, especially we lift to            
you John and Marisha, and also their ministry colleagues in the north of             
Tenerife. Let our preparations for a Holy Christmas be acceptable and pleasing            
to you.  
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
 
Today our hopes for our troubled world are for an end to terrorism, an end to                
wars injustice and the Pandemic. We pray that those in leadership might look             
to you for guidance and wisdom above all forsaking personal ambition and            
agenda. Especially we bring before you the United Kingdom and Spain. Come            
to your world as King of the Nations that before you all rulers will stand in                
silence and adoration. 
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
 
Father God, although we are sometimes separated by language and culture           
from the people we live amongst, our hope for our community is to see your               
will done here on earth as it is in heaven. We pray for our neighbours, not only                 
with words, but day by day, that through our actions we might demonstrate             
our Christian faith in a very real sense. We give thanks for the work and               
witness of our Charity shop and ask for your continued blessing and protection             
on it. 
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
 
Gracious God we bring before you the sick, the lonely and distressed and             
especially those without hope for the future. We pray for healing, wholeness            
and hope in their lives. We especially pray for Margaret Rainton and Carol             
Hart, and others known to us who need our prayers at this time. We pray for                
the lonely and those who have been separated because of the restrictions in             
place. Help each one of us to bring life and love, joy and hope, to those who                 
live in despair or have no one. 
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
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Compassionate God, we remember the families and friends of the recently           
bereaved; may they find comfort and may the light of Christ which eternally             
shines bring hope to their dark places. 
Lord, hear us................... Lord, graciously hear us  
 
Loving God as we go into our Advent journey in faith, we ask that you will bring                 
each one of us closer to you, and for your glory. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel and fill the hearts of your faithful people and              
kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,             
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
Let us pray to our faithful God in the words of Jesus his Son that his kingdom 
may come to all: 
Our Father……… 
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 

 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ              
beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in              
hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.  Amen. 
From ‘St Patrick’s Breastplate’ 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming                 

of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in                 
sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our               
Lord.  Amen. 
 
Final Reflection and Blessing 
Advent is our season of waiting for the coming of Jesus, our Lord. But he is                
already here! What are we waiting for, then? For his real coming to you, to               
me, to our world. Where is his kingdom among us? How can people see              
whether his is here? Can they see him in us, in our lives, personalities and               
words and actions? Can they see him in our church communities? 
This is what we are waiting for, or rather, what the Lord is waiting for. The                
Lord is waiting for our active preparing of his love and justice in the world and                
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among the people we relate to, day by day. But he will do it with us, he will                  
help us and work through us if we are truly open to his presence. 
 
So may the Lord come and activate us, and may almighty God, the Father, the               
Son, and the Holy Spirit bless, preserve and keep us in his love and care that                
we may reveal his loving and caring purposes to others, today and always.             
Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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