
South Tenerife – 2nd Sunday of Epiphany – 16th January, 2022

John 2.1-11

It’s good to be here today for this celebration! I think we celebrate today in two ways.

We are most certainly celebrating John´s ministry as chaplain since 2016 - to these three
churches
And his role to the wider community here in Tenerife.
It’s true to say that – the calling of a priest is a unique one – a person who leads a chaplaincy
through their sense of service and prayerfulness.
We can give thanks to God for that here.
In all that John has offered of himself over these past years.

But then secondly - we are also celebrating the ministry of this chaplaincy community as a
whole.
Because all of us are called by God, not firstly because we are ordained, but because we are
baptised.
Water has been poured over us – as a sign and symbol of the renewal of life and the
recognition of God´s Holy Spirit within each Christian person.

So its always good to celebrate.

One of my past Bishops – when I worked in a parish in West London – told us all in a sermon
once that the Church should be about ‘less meetings, more parties’!
I´m afraid I can’t recall anything else he said – but that phrase has stuck with me over the
years!
‘less meetings, more parties’!

Surely - at the centre of who we are as a church - is remembering who God is for us – the
God who loves and accepts us – and then calls us to grow into the person that God already
knows we can be.

And that goes for whole communities too – that this chaplaincy as with any parish – is called
to grow into what God already sees we can be.
To capture that ‘kingdom’ vision for ourselves.

So its good to have a Gospel reading today which sets the scene for us.
In John chapter two we find the first of the ‘signs’ that the Gospel writer gives us – as the
text tells us.
And it’s a good one to start with – a party – a wedding feast.
The accounts of Jesus life that St. John gives us are always multi-layered – and there is much
to draw from today’s account of the wedding feast at Cana.

But let’s just go for three things that we might take note of.

To begin with - I love the idea that this is this first sign that Jesus does – and it is a party.
Being ‘signs’ – they are pointing us towards answering the question ‘what is God´s Kingdom
like?’
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If we want to get an understanding of what it is like to live in the way that God calls us to live
– if we want to grasp the character of that way of life – well then Jesus in John´s Gospel gives
us ‘signs’. Pointers that show us.

So God´s kingdom, God´s way of living in the world – feels like you´ve been invited to a good
party, a celebration.

And perhaps it’s no coincidence that it’s a wedding – where two people are joined together
in love for life – because that´s the tenor of God´s relationship with any one of us – it looks
like that too.
Call me an old softy if you like – but God´s kingdom – this way of life that Jesus shows us – is
about falling in love.
Not just in the slushy romantic sense – good thing though that is – but it’s like living a life in
love with God – so that this permeates every corner of who we are.

And its shown to us in a sign – this life - because it is by its nature – to love is something that
we have to choose.
It’s our option – it’s our choice – that´s what faith is all about.

I am more and more struck, as I get older, of the contrast that Jesus gives us so often –
between common human experience and the real life that he offers.
Because often they are different things.

It’s as if, well we know what our ordinary everyday human living looks like – because that´s
what we´re used to anyway. The good and bad bits.

And we know what the world around us looks like – so often bad news in the media maybe –
and glimpses of beauty in creation and in our relationships - as well as the more depressing
stuff. All of that.

But here is Jesus – taking part in a wedding feast right at the beginning of his ministry
Right at the outset – the first thing that Jesus says to us – in John´s Gospel – is come to a
party – come to take part in celebrating an act of human love – that has divine character.

It’s for you and me. The invitation is held out to us – what do you want to do?

I know I am labouring this point slightly but I am aware – as you will be – of the everyday
alternatives that we come across.

Especially perhaps the ongoing situation with covid 19 – variant after variant comes along –
regulations get relaxed and the tightened again. Do we wear masks in public or don’t we?
Who has been vaccinated and who hasn´t? And on it goes.

And I think it results in a serious underlying sense of uncertainty in life – which is not nice to
have to live with.
It makes us wonder when or perhaps whether its ever going to end.

And there will be all sorts of other aspects of frail human life that tempt us to give up hope.
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So the thought that even with all of this – a new and different way of living is being held out
to us – one that fulfils us because it is based on love – is enticing.

Perhaps – as we are all here to see John re-licensed – as we celebrate the ministry of this
chaplaincy – the call to ´less meetings, more parties’ – has a lot going for it!
Living that out – may mean edging bit by bit towards fulfilling God´s call to us.

The second thing to think about – to draw out of this Gospel reading - is the wine that is at
the heart of this wedding feast.
You know the story – the whole village has been invited to this wedding banquet – it’s not
just a small family affair.
And we know that because they have appointed a chief steward whose job it is to organise it
all.

Well perhaps he´s only just out of ‘wedding steward college’ or something -  because he
doesn´t seem to be very good at it - disaster happens – the wine runs out.

Jesus – with the help of the willing servants – changes the water for purification into new
wine – much to the surprise of the chief steward who was really looking at a career change
up until that point!

And that sense of surprise – I’m guessing here – is not just that there is more wine, but there
is so much of it!

Now because I’m slightly nerdy when it comes to these things I worked out how much it
actually is – given the ‘twenty to thirty gallons’ that are mentioned in the reading.

Well it’s just under 1,100 standard bottles of wine.
You might get through a bottle of Tenerife´s best vino tinto in a meal with a few friends
Maybe even venture into a second bottle as necessary.
If you reckoned on about 100 guests – it’s a small village after all – that´s an extra ten bottles
per person, and some over!

The point is - that when God is here – as Jesus is at this wedding feast – then abundant and
surprising love is present

The love that God holds for each one of us – is so much more than we can imagine.
It is so much more than we are used to ourselves.
We are – maybe to our surprise – actually it seems - worth so much more than what we are
told by the sort of message that we get from the world around us.

It’s easy to believe what we´re told – in the daily struggles of everyday human life.

That where power is so often exercised in favour of the already powerful – that this has
something to do with our basic value as human beings.
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The idea – that if you are rich then you must be blessed, or good, or of more value, or more
important´- is an easy and attractive one to latch onto.
It’s very much a part of modern thinking in society.

But it is false – and it’s not the Christian way.
Remember that from birth to death Jesus is poor, often an outcast on the fringes of good
society. He dies a criminals death – outside the city wall – outside that which was deemed
acceptable

At the incarnation – its shepherds and wise men from the east - that are the first to see the
messiah – that is - the poor and those who are strangers – not the chosen people, not the
religious establishment, not the great and good.

God´s abundant love breaks through all of the barriers we human beings try to set up for
ourselves.
The abundance of wine at the feast Is about the overwhelming love that is God´s kingdom,
God´s presence – being set before us.

A sort of open secret if you will
Remember – when the chief steward tastes the new wine - the Gospel writer does that
rather lovely aside ‘(though the servants who´d drawn the water knew)’
Those who are the willing servants – offering their gifts and life to God – well they get it
They understand where the abundant new wine comes from.
It’s not from the usual worldly expectations is it – which so often run dry!

Then to a third point
It’s about the wine again – which we are told was the ‘good wine´ - the usual practice was to
serve the good stuff first – until people became oblivious of what they were drinking maybe!

This is the alternative ´kingdom life´- the promise of not just abundance but something of
good quality as well!
It’s a sign of what God´s kingdom is like

When I first moved to Spain back in 2012 and realised to my delight - that red wine was not
taxed like it is in the UK - and therefore it was possible to pick up a decent bottle at a good
price – I decided to see what was the cheapest bottle of wine I could find.

My standing record is 89 cents!
The trouble with the 89 cent wine is of course that you´d not want to put it on your fish and
chips let alone serve it to guests!

It would probably do a good job as a paint stripper – but that´s about it!

At the wedding feast the new wine is of good quality.
And it comes from all of that water for purification – that would have been standing just to
one side as the party got under way.
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In other words – the very stuff that most people would have dismissed – used to wash your
feet and hands
The very basic and ordinary stuff – not in the least thought of as in any way ´good´ by the
gathered crowd.
Well it’s this that becomes the new, good quality wine.

And here is one of those continuous themes that sits behind all that Jesus does – where God
takes that which seems ordinary – and makes it into something extra-ordinary, something
special.

So here´s the last point.
The new wine – is you and me. It is our chaplaincy communities.
It is all of that – which the world may not see as particularly special – and let’s face it –
sometimes we don´t either.

But God does and always has seen each and everyone one of us as unique, worthy of love,
accepted for who we are now, forgiven people with whatever it is that holds us back – put
away from us.

The ordinary water is transformed by the presence of Christ
People who seem pretty ordinary sometimes – are called by God to a greater potential to
become the person God already sees us as being.

So today – we celebrate calling and ministry for priest and people – to allow our
transformation.
For the chaplaincy community of which we are a part
For the society in which that Christian community belongs.
For the whole of the gift of creation – in the challenge to strive for justice and truth that is
set before us.

Where to begin? Well maybe a – properly socially distanced - party is a good idea!
Amen.


