
The Fifth Sunday of Easter – a liturgy for worship at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

We are all so remarkably different from one another. Thanks be to God for the
riches of our variety and diversity as human beings. Yet as Christians we have a
common identity: we belong to Christ, we are united in him. We come
together with all our different characteristics to express that unity in him, a
very close unity of which our Gospel speaks today: like branches on a tree, on a
life-giving vine. Let us pray that we may be more united with our Lord and
with one another as we celebrate and reaffirm that unity today.

Act of Penitence
First, let us remember our shortcomings, our failures in living as Christ calls us
to live, and through our worship ask him to renew us in his covenant of love.

Lord Jesus, your life flows in us.  Help us to respond to your presence:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, your love overflows in us.  Help us to receive and reflect it:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, your commitment to the Father and to the good of people
overflows in us.  Help us to share it:
Lord, have mercy.

Show us your mercy, Lord.  Keep us united in you as branches to the vine, and
lead us on the road to everlasting life.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows, some other hymn of praise or this ‘unfolding’ of the Easter Anthems by
Jim Cotter (based on 1 Corinthians 5: 7 – 8; Romans 6: 9 – 11 and 1 Corinthians 15: 20 – 22):

We praise you, O Christ, risen from the dead, breaking death’s dominion, rising
from the grave.

Absorbing in yourself the force of evil’s ways you destroyed death’s age-old
sting, and now you are alive for evermore.
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Let us find our life in you breaking through our fear of everlasting void.

For you are risen from the dead, the first fruits of those who sleep.

From the days of first awareness we betrayed the call of life, yet yearned for
that communion which still we dimly sense.

Pain and evil, malice and cruel greed – these deepened the sorrow of our
hearts.

Yet they are done away in light of glorious dawn, the victory of resurrection
day.

At one with all who’ve lived, so all of us have died; at one with your humanity,
all shall be made alive.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by
your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your
continual help we may bring them to good effect, through Jesus Christ our risen
Lord.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8:26-40)

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to
this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in
and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its
shearer,
so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptised?” He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch,
went down into the water, and Philip baptised him. When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the
towns until he came to Caesarea.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22: 25 -28; 30 – 31.

From you, Lord, comes my praise in the great congregation: I will perform my

vows in the presence of those that fear you.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord shall praise him;

their hearts shall live for ever.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the

families of the nations shall bow before him.

For the kingdom is the Lord’s and he rules over the nations.

He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve him; this shall be

told of the Lord for generations to come.

They shall come and make known his salvation, to a people yet unborn,

declaring that he, the Lord has done it.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
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A reading from the first letter of St John (4:7 – 21)

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and
his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the
Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known
and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us
in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is,
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you, says the Lord.
Whoever abides in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John          (15: 1 – 8)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
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bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide
in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Life supports come in various forms. They may particularly include your own
experience of them when seriously ill or when watching an acutely ill loved one
being kept alive, receiving oxygen or essential fluids until, hopefully, the body is
ready to carry on without such intervention. Life supports may be aid taken to
famine afflicted communities or to those caught up in natural disasters or other
emergency situations. Then again, life supports might be a more light-hearted
reference to those little stimulants and indulgences that help to make some of
life’s challenges a little more bearable. As Winston Churchill once famously
said, ‘The gin and tonic has saved more Englishmen’s lives and minds than all
the doctors in the Empire.’

The Gospel today tells us that we are all on a life support system. The life of
the human spirit is as precious as the life of the body. The human spirit is what
enables us to give and receive love, to appreciate beauty, to be creative, to pray
to God and to hear God speaking to us. It is what raises us human beings
above the rest of the animal world and enables us to hunger and thirst for
much more than material or physical satisfaction. This human spirit has to be
kept alive, among the deadening effects of our materialistic age.

Our spiritual life support comes when the Holy Spirit of God flows into us, not
through a tangle of tubes but through a system of branches, like the branches
of a vine. A branch from a grapevine will wither and die if it is cut off from the
living vine, just as a body will die if its life support is cut off. And the human
spirit will die if its links with the Holy Spirit of God are severed.

So here Jesus says, ‘I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.’
Almost certainly these are not words that go back Jesus of Nazareth in his
earthly lifetime, but they are words that express the post-Easter Christian
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experience of the risen Lord through the Spirit in the life of the Christian
community. The life-giving juices flowing through the branches of the vine
represent the Holy Spirit. The grapes are the practical deeds of love, which can
only grow in our lives if we are joined on to the vine; in other words, if we
remain united with Christ. The fruits of the Spirit, as St Paul tells us, are love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control. If we break off from the vine, if we cease our habits of prayer and
worship, if we separate ourselves from the community of Christ, those fruits in
our lives will gradually wither and die like a dead branch.

You remain joined to the vine by drinking the wine that it yields. When you
come to church and join in the family meal, the Lord’s Supper, you are bonded
closer to Jesus so that he can give you the Spirit of love. When we come to
receive him in broken bread and wine poured out, we reaffirm our wish to live
in him, that he may continue live in us.

The text continues: ‘I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a withered branch.’

It sounds rather strong and exclusive, and some Christians have interpreted
these words and similar statements in these discourses as a pretext to
condemn, exclude or write off those who are not yet in the Christian family or
those who follow other faith traditions or none. But that is not what these
words are about and should never be read that way. Rather, they are based on
the experience that once you have tasted the wine that is Jesus Christ, once
you have come to live in him and follow him, then to stray from him, to revert
to life without him, to lapse or come to reject the way of Christ, is indeed to
find yourself in a dark place. It is spiritual death. Your best ever life support
has been switched off.

To live in Christ, to have a share in Christ’s life, is life indeed. And it is to live in
love, a love that is unconditional and undemanding and seeks only good. As
our second reading expresses so strongly, the fact that you are a Christian
should be visible in the kindness, compassion and love you show to your fellow
human beings; because that comes from the Spirit of God, the God who is love
itself. But love and all those other fruits that the Spirit gives us will die without
their life support system. Let us remain connected to the true vine, to the life
of Jesus Christ, that we may truly live.

6



A few moments of silent reflection are recommended.

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds:

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us come now before our Father bringing to Him all our needs and concerns.

Everlasting God, give us the courage to share our faith with those we meet in
our daily lives as the disciples did and remind us of Jesus' command to us to
“make disciples of all”. We pray for your Church around the world; for
Archbishop Justin and our Bishops in Europe Robert and David, that they will
always look to you for direction and Godly wisdom. We ask your blessing on
our Church here in South Tenerife, for John, Rosemary, Marisha and all who
serve you in willingness and joy. We especially pray for our newly elected
churchwardens, Jean and Val, as they are officially admitted to their office
today, and we ask for your blessing on them as they serve us in this leadership
role. We thank you for our Charity shop and we pray for all who enter there
will find welcome and peace. We remember too our sister church of All Saints
in north Tenerife and ask for your guidance and wisdom in all their endeavours
in your service.
Lord, in your Mercy...... Hear our Prayer

Holy God we pray for your world and we long for the time when all the families
of the nations will live by the values of your kingdom, where justice and peace
will abound, and the poor will eat and be satisfied. We pray for world leaders
who bear the heavy responsibility of providing for their populations, give them
wisdom to know what is right and the courage to make good and just decisions.
We pray for those countries whose leaders are neither honest or just, those
who look to wage war against others including their own people. By your grace
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may come to see the errors of their ways, may their hearts be softened and
opened to the ways of justice and peace.
Lord, in your Mercy......Hear our Prayer

Heavenly Father we bring to you the sufferings of those we hold dear; the
struggle of those trying to cope with difficult housing; the pains of the sick both
at home, in hospital or care homes; those suffering the effects of Covid, the
loneliness of the elderly and the frail. In your great mercy bring them comfort,
relief and reassurance that you are always with them in all their troubles. We
remember in a moment of silence those who need your healing touch including
Carol Hart and Petrina Thompson and others who may be known to us.
Lord, in your Mercy...... Hear our Prayer

Compassionate God, your Son Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a light
which no darkness can quench. We remember those who have recently lost
loved ones and pray for all who are going through the darkness of loss and
bereavement.

Father we thank you for the promise of eternal life and the hope of glory and
commend to your everlasting mercy, love and care those who have died,
among them our dear sister Margaret Rainton whom we laid to rest during this
past week.
Lord, in your Mercy......Hear our Prayer

As we go out into the world to face another week, help us to live out our lives
according to your son Jesus Christ’s example. Free us from the sins of the
world, so that our lives may be a living testament of your will for your world.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

One with Christ as branches with the vine, let us pray to the Father the prayer
which Jesus taught us:
Our Father…..

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me.
May your body and blood be my food and drink.
May your passion and death by my strength and life.
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
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May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.
Let me not run from the love which you offer
but hold me safe from the forces of evil.
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
Keep calling to me until that day comes
when, with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:  grant us
to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive
and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen.

Blessing
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen
you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and with those you love and
pray for, today and always.  Amen.

Let us go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!
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