
Pentecost – a liturgy for worship at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

We meet in the name of Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen and ascended Lord. In
our worship over the past few weeks we have walked with him through his
journey of love. We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. We have
enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation of himself through the
breaking of bread. We have seen his return to the throne before which every
knee shall bow and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. And now, with
the followers of his own time, we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit,
his gift to his people, through whom we make Christ known to the world.

Act of Penitence
Perhaps too often we have practiced our faith without enthusiasm, as a set of
duties or routines to comply with.  Let us ask the Lord to forgive us.

Lord Jesus, without your Spirit we cannot understand the Good News of your
life and message.  Give us your Spirit of understanding:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, without your Spirit we cannot know the Father and cannot pray well
to him.  Give us your Spirit of wisdom:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, without your Spirit we cannot love one another, we cannot forgive
or encourage each other.  Give us your Spirit of love:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, heal us with your forgiveness and let your Spirit of courage and joy lead
us on the road to everlasting life.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows, or some other hymn of praise:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will work through our lives to bring Christ to the
world.
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your Holy Fire; strengthen your
children with the gift of faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and
renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2: 1 – 21)

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging
to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.”
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All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above….
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104: 1; 26; 31 – 33; 35 – 36 with the refrain:

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

How manifold are your works!  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is
full of your creatures.

When you hide your face they are troubled; when you take away their breath
they die and return again to the dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of
the earth.

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works;

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will make music to my God while I have
my being.

So shall my song please him while I rejoice in the Lord.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (8: 22 – 27)

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now;
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience. Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too
deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people,
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
(15: 26 – 27 & 16: 4b - 15)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify
on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told you about them. I did not say these things to
you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him
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who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I
do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to
you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me;
about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no
longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak
on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine
and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
I can’t think how many times I have gone out for my regular early morning walk
and failed to switch on the coffee maker so that it is all done and waiting for
me when I get back home. And the number of times I have switched on the
kettle to make a cup of tea without first making sure that it is plugged in.
These routines are very simple, but they do require us to connect our various
devices to a power source, otherwise we will not get very far. In fact, we will
not get anywhere at all. In a very similar sense, we will not get anywhere at all
in the Christian life without the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the
presence and activity of God in the world and the universe, and the means by
which God in Christ communicates with us in the post-Easter age. But for us to
receive and benefit from that presence and communication, that divine energy,
it is rather essential that spiritually we are plugged in and switched on.

When we look at Jesus, we can see that the whole of his life was Spirit filled
and driven. The Spirit was conferred on him at his baptism to equip and
empower him for the incredible mission he was about to begin. It was through
the Spirit that he, a fully human person, was able to speak the word of life to all
who would hear it, and to do the compassionate works that he did.
It was the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead, bringing him into the Spirit’s
life and enabling him to continue to be present to his followers in a new and
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more powerful way. It was the Spirit who opened the minds of his disciples
and helped them to understand the meaning of his death and to experience his
risen presence. The Spirit enabled them to begin their mission as Christ’s
apostles and with great courage and confidence.

This Pentecost event is described mysteriously in the Acts of the Apostles as a
rushing wind, a flaming fire. There is an atmosphere of excitement. The Spirit
descends on the assembly, not on isolated individuals, a reminder if ever one
were needed that Christianity is a community faith that needs its members to
gather together (something that has been particularly difficult to do over the
past year, so we have had to reimagine ‘gathering! But let us pray that physical
gathering will soon be the norm again for all of us). In the verses prior to our
first reading from Acts 2, we are told that this assembly is the 12 apostles,
certain women disciples, Mary the mother of Jesus and also his brothers. Our
reading today states that they were “all together in one place”.

The fruit of the Spirit’s coming is the creation among them of an even deeper
common life. Frequently together in prayer and the breaking of bread, they
become a community that is outward looking and caring for the needs of all.
The story of everyone understanding the disciples in their own languages
expresses how through the Spirit the divisions of language and human
separateness are overcome as the Church becomes the first fruits of a
humanity reconciled and reunited in Christ.

The common life that is built by the Early Church, across the boundaries of
gender, ethnicity, and social class, subverts the political and social values and
boundaries of the Roman Empire. By the power of the Spirit, this new life
would be taken to every corner of the earth.

The descent of the Holy Spirit, and the events that follow, fulfil the words of
Jesus to his disciples in today’s Gospel reading — most notably, the promise
that the Spirit will “take what is mine and declare it to you”. When Peter
preaches on the Day of Pentecost, he is no longer simply speaking “about”
Jesus: Peter is now speaking “from” Jesus, filled with the fullness of his Spirit.
So it is with all the disciples. At Pentecost, they are born again in the Holy Spirit
in order that they can speak the words and do the works of Jesus. The same
Spirit which once overshadowed Mary to enable God’s life to become flesh in
Jesus, now overshadows Mary and the disciples so that he might become flesh
in each of them.
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The Acts of the Apostles is often called the Gospel of the Holy Spirit. We read
that everything the early Christians did and decided was ‘in the Holy Spirit.’

We received the same Holy Spirit when we were baptized and turned to Christ.
That Spirit enables us to know Christ, to live in Christ and to participate in his
work. There are many gifts that the Spirit gives to individuals and groups from
the practical to the ecstatic. But the main manifestation of the Spirit’s presence
in any of our lives is the fact that we are committed and striving to live an
authentic Christian life, not simply as individuals but in community with our
Christian brothers and sisters with whom we join in apostles teaching and
fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers, as Acts describes the Church.
And our experience of the Spirit is enhanced when we find God inspiring us,
moving our hearts, the mystery and power of God burning in our consciences,
giving us discernment, driving us into action, enabling us to love, calling us to
prayer and to speech and to silence.

The Spirit respects our freedom and awaits our co-operation. The Spirit needs
our hearts and minds to be engaged, for that is the condition of life in the
Spirit, the spiritual life. Like our electrical devices, we can expect the Spirit to
work in us only when we make the effort to plug in and switch on.

The Holy Spirit is the power of love: Love divine freely given and freely
available to the world. The coming of the Holy Spirit provided the first disciples
with the energy, courage and love to get on with the work of transforming the
world that Jesus had begun. We need the Spirit for the same purpose in our
own place and time. As we celebrate Pentecost may we be renewed and
re-energised in the Spirit-filled life that has the power to cleanse and renew the
whole world.

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended.

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds:

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
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We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of God unites us as a people and enables us to pray and intercede for
the needs of others, so as we gather together in God’s love, we offer our prayers
and thanksgiving to the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit.

We lift to you those you have called to have authority in your Church; we pray
for our Bishops Robert and David, Archdeacon David and John our priest. May
they be shining beacons within the Diocese in Europe. We pray also for All
Saints Church in Puerto de la Cruz, for Ron their priest as he now takes a break,
we give thanks for the faithful ministry pf All Saints over many generations.
Lord, hear us......Lord, graciously hear us

Mighty God, breath your power into all of the work and activities of St. Francis
church. Empower all those who minister to us with the gifts that your Holy
Spirit makes available. We pray for our Church wardens, Jean and Val, and for
our council that they will always look to you in everything they do in your
name. Give them wisdom in their decision making. We pray for our charity shop
that it may continue to be a blessing in the community.
Lord, hear us.......    Lord, graciously hear us

Loving God, help us to be constantly aware of the world’s needs and problems.
Give the leaders of the world the courage to oppose sin and tyranny, that there
may be a greater unity among nations seeking to halt the threat of war and
terrorism, and that the common good of all humanity be served by their
decisions and action. We give thanks for the ceasefire between Israel and Gaza,
and pray earnestly for dialogue and compromise to replace conflict with a just
and lasting peace to be the desire of all.
Lord, hear us.......    Lord graciously hear us

Father God, we thank you for the gift of families, friends and neighbours. We
also give thanks for the gift of languages which enables us to communicate,
even in a very small way, with our Spanish friends and neighbours and those
who serve us in shops and cafes. We pray for and give thanks for the
organisations we support in the island; the Adeje school for the disabled,
Happy-To-Help, the Association of San Juan and the orders of nuns in Santiago
del Teide and Vilaflor. We pray today also for the firefighters who are engaged
in battling the serious fire that has broken out on our mountains, and for the
protection of life and property.
Lord, hear us......   Lord, graciously hear us
Compassionate God, we pray for the gift of healing to restore those who are
sick, injured or suffering. We continue to pray for Petrina Thompson, Carol Hart
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and Clifford Bromley. Help us Lord to be the hands and feet that bring your
healing and blessing here on earth. Fill us with your Spirit that all will see your
Sovereign power working in us for your glory.
Lord, hear us……. Lord, graciously hear us

Holy God, through the death and resurrection of your son Jesus Christ you gave
to all who believed the wonderful gift of eternal life. Though we mourn their
passing we remember before you those who have recently died and those long
passed but still missed.
Lord, hear us.......    Lord, graciously hear us

Faithful God, as we go out into the world, we pray that this Pentecost may bring
our Church community a renewed sense of unity with all Christians around the
world. May we use the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given us to spread the good
news and live the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our
Saviour has taught us:
Our Father…….

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and across
the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy word and receiving
the Precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup
of Life, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son
who gave his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit
that I may be filled with your presence.  Amen.

Concluding Prayer
Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: open our lips by
your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

Blessing
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The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with
you, and with those you love and pray for, today and always.  Amen.

Filled with the Spirit’s power, let us go in the light and peace of Christ.  Alleluia,
alleluia.  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Eastertide ends.  We return to Ordinary Time tomorrow but will celebrate the feast of the
Most Holy and Undivided Trinity next Sunday.

We hope that these Sunday service mail-outs have been a blessing to you.  With many of you
now gradually returning to physical worship, please let us know if you would like us to
continue sending you these services.
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