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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: Always Reforming

Last month at the
Graceful
Women’s
gathering
(our
Women of the ELCA
group), I had the
opportunity to share
with our sisters in
Christ some of what
led me to sense
God’s call to be a
pastor, as well as
how God has been
calling faithful women since the beginning to share the
good news and let the Light of Christ shine through
them. We talked about Mary, the theotokos, or “Godbearer” who literally brought Christ into the world;
we reflected on Katie Luther, a strong and spunky
woman (married to Martin Luther) who supported the
Reformation efforts of the 16th century through her
own work as a theologian and giver of hospitality; we
learned about the Rev. Elizabeth Platz, the first woman
ordained in the church body that would merge to
become the Evangelical Lutheran Church in American
(ELCA); and we celebrated the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton,
the current presiding bishop of the ELCA and the
first woman to hold that position! We ended our time
reflecting on how each of us, of whatever gender we
are, continues in that legacy and are called to be ones
who bear Christ’s light to others.
As we started to talk about our callings, one of our
sisters in Christ asked me what made me want to be
Lutheran. What a question! I shared that I was born
and raised ELCA Lutheran and, truth be told, I believe
that has the most to do with why I became a specifically
Lutheran pastor. However, my identity as a Lutheran
is not something that I have accepted without question
and if I looked at all the possibilities of pastoring,
I would still feel called to lead a congregation that
worships and serves through an ELCA Lutheran lens.
But what does that mean?

I’m really excited for our Fall Faith Formation study
during October (the first four Tuesdays of October at
6:30 p.m.) where we will look at some of the key ideas of
Lutheranism and how they can make a positive impact
on your day-to-day life. But one aspect of Lutheranism
that seems so central to who we are as Christ-followers
is what we will be celebrating at the end of October
on Reformation Sunday: that we are a church that is
constantly discerning where God is calling us to serve

and proclaim the
gospel, and in doing
so is constantly being
made new!
When
Martin
Luther nailed his 95
Theses to the church
door in Wittenberg,
Germany in 1517,
what he was doing
was changing the
culture of the church.
At a time when the authority of church leaders went
unquestioned and speaking out against church
teachings could land you with a front row seat to being
burned at the stake, Luther’s idea that the ordinary
person could ask questions and read Scripture on their
own was revolutionary. Through Luther’s actions and
the work of countless other reformers like him, the
church became a new creation and started the process
of intentionally being reformed by God.
That’s who I think we are, sisters and brothers:
reformers. Beloved children of God who are called to
pray together and ask questions together, about the
mission of God and how that can come to life through
us. Change is scary, as it certainly was for the many
Roman Catholic Christians in the 16th century who
suddenly saw their church transforming before their
eyes, but as a tradition built on the idea of Reformation,
we are called as Lutherans to not be satisfied with the
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
answer that “we’ve always done it that way” or “soand-so said it so it must be true”. We are a church that
asks questions, prays and discerns God’s call, and
seeks above all things to follow the good news of Jesus
Christ.

News

Council met on Thursday September
14. We reviewed all committee reports
that were available. Thank you to the Property
Committee for moving some of the exterior parking lot
lights so that lighting under the portico works more
effectively. They are also working on signage and
other parking lot light options. The Parish Education
Committee worked to plan for Reformation as well as
the cross-generational Sunday school that will take
place the 3rd Sunday of each month. For October, the
topic is the Reformation and should be a great time of
learning and community. In other business, Finance
Committee has been working diligently to prepare a
budget recommendation for Council in October, and
the congregation in November. On that note, Sunday
October 15 services will see the announcement of the
members who are up for election to Council beginning
2018, and a new Nominating Committee as well. This
will begin a two-week open period for additional
nominees and finalize with the Congregational
Meeting on Sunday November 12. If anyone is
interested in serving on Council please speak with a
member of the Nominating Committee.

This October I hope you will join me in celebrating
the start of our Reformation Year, a time where we at
Grace Lutheran dive into the rich Lutheran heritage
we have been blessed with and live as those who
constantly seek to be made new, as individuals and
as a church. Whether it’s through Faith Formation
(Bible, topical, and book studies), worship experiences,
service opportunities, or just a personal attentiveness
to discerning the Holy Spirit’s call, we are sure to be
blessed with the Lutheran way of looking at life and
scripture that was first highlighted 500 years ago. May
our Lutheran heritage point us toward Christ, the ways
of justice, love, and peace that our Lord has taught us,
and our call, now and always, to be reformers.
Your sister in Christ,
+ Pastor Courtney

Grace Ministry Updates
Hurricane Relief

Thanks be to God for the generosity and abundance
shown by our church family, which raised over $1,075!
100% of the money donated will go to Hurricane
Relief through Lutheran Disaster Response and help
those who are recovering now and in the years to
come from Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Please join
us in continuing to pray for those affected by extreme
weather and that there be no more hurricanes this
season. If you would like to donate more to Lutheran
Disaster Response, please visit: https://www.elca.
org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/LutheranDisaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Hurricane-Relief .

Halloween On The Street

October 31 is just around the
corner and we will again sponsor
Halloween on the street from
6-8:00 p.m. under the portico at
Grace. We normally give away
about 400 hot dogs and bags of
candy, as well as cider and hot
chocolate. Volunteers are always
needed especially since Halloween
is occurring on a Tuesday night this
year. Pastor Courtney is eagerly anticipating this outreach activity. Stop around to see her smiling face as
she greets the ghouls and goblins that line up for treats
not tricks.

Food Pantry Relief

Thank you to all who donated their time, energy,
money, and items for our September Food Pantry
distribution! (This was Pastor Courtney’s first time at
Distribution Day and she could not have been more
proud of her church family and amazed at the work
God is doing through us!)

Pastoral Acts

Funeral

Betty Eveler was commended to God’s
eternal care on Friday, September 1, 2017
at 11:00 a.m., in a service of Christian
burial led by Pastor Courtney at Grace
Lutheran Church. An internment followed the service
at the Windsor Church of God. Please join us in
continuing to pray for the Eveler and Stanley families.

Graceful Women
Our women’s group,
the Graceful Women, will
meet for their monthly
meeting on Thursday,
October 5 at 7:00 p.m. This
month Doris Jones will be
presenting “On the Cross.”

Baptism

Wesley Stankewicz, a member of the Red Lion
community, was joined to the body of Christ through
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, September
17 at the 10:45 a.m. service. Thanks be to God!
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Scenes from pastor Courtney’s installation
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Cross + Generational Fun times

Blessing of the Animals
Join us on Wednesday, October 4, for a Blessing
of the Animals service on the front lawn at Grace
Lutheran Church. We will gather at 6:00 p.m. for
a time of blessing and giving thanks to God for the
gift of animal companions! Please bring your pet on
a leash or in a cage, or if they are afraid of crowds
bring their favorite chew toy. Each pet will receive
a blessing and a special treat,
and our offering will go to
the York County ASPCA!

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

If there should be rain we
will gather in the Spirit Cellar
Fellowship Hall. This is a
community worship service
so share around!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Musical Notes

The Choir is back from summer
vacation and ready for another
year of raising their voices to God.
Rehearsals are every Wednesday
from 7 – 8:00 p.m.
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Ringers by Grace is our bell
choir. Hand-bells are easy to
play and sound beautiful. Bells
practice every Wednesday from 6:15 – 7:00 p.m. Old
members are invited to come back, and new members
are invited to come and check it out!

R

Oktoberfest will be celebrated on Sunday the
29th of October following the traditional service. This
year we are asking families to bring a covered dish
(can be German or not) that could feed six people,
instead of the Church providing all of the food at a cost
to everyone. Therefore, there will be NO CHARGE!!!
Grace Lutheran will provide brats with rolls and
drinks, but everything else will be supplied by our
attendees. The German band, The Dockenspielers,
will arrive at noon and as soon as they are set up, they
will begin to thrill us with German songs, polkas and
even the chicken dance. We will need a head count or
sign-up before the date to help the
committee purchase enough brats
and paper supplies. Mark your
calendar, practice your yodeling,
and get ready for a wonderful time
of fellowship, food and fun!

Kid’s Choir is forming. Any child is invited to attend.
Choir practices are beginning in October with our first
performance in November. Come join us!

Book Club

Join us every third
Thursday in the Welcome
Center at 6:30 p.m. for the
discussion.
We have a
book account with the York
Public Library system, so
there is no cost involved.
If you would like a copy of
the book, see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.
The book club is reading Lisa See’s novel called,
Snowflower and the Secret Fan. Goodreads.com has
this to say about the novel:

How to submit to
the Newsletter

“In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan
county, a girl named Lily, at the tender age of seven,
is paired with a laotong, “old same,” in an emotional
match that will last a lifetime. The laotong, Snow
Flower, introduces herself by sending Lily a silk fan
on which she’s painted a poem in nu shu, a unique
language that Chinese women created in order to
communicate in secret, away from the influence of
men.

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

As the years pass, Lily and Snow Flower send
messages on fans, compose stories on handkerchiefs,
reaching out of isolation to share their hopes, dreams,
and accomplishments. Together, they endure the
agony
of
foot-binding,
and reflect upon their
arranged marriages, shared
loneliness, and the joys and
tragedies of motherhood.
The two find solace,
developing a bond that
keeps their spirits alive. But
when a misunderstanding
arises, their deep friendship
suddenly threatens to tear
apart.”
Taken from:
https://www.
goodreads.com/book/
show/21405741-snowflower-andthe-secret-fan?from_search=true

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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It’s our busy
season

Our
September
distribution
went
very
smoothly in spite of a
typographical error with
the registration phone number. Fortunately, most of
our clients recognized the error and called the normal
number. We were able to collect enough health/cleaning
products that everyone received a box containing body
wash, shampoo, dish detergent, laundry detergent,
paper towels and toilet paper. Thanks to all who
helped to accomplish this over-whelming project.
You can continue to bring these products so that we
can fill the boxes again. As we look forward to our next
distribution which is on Monday, December 11, we
are suggesting that, instead of purchasing individual
turkeys, you donate monies so that Jack can order
turkeys that are all approximately the same size. The
Red Lion Senior High School held a canned food drive
during the football game on September 22, which
helped to add inventory to our pantry. However, we
will still need to purchase more canned goods and dry
goods as well as turkeys and perishables to complete
the boxes. Therefore, we continue to need your help
by donating money and time.
We are packing boxes on November 4 and 11
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Then on the tenth of December,
we will set up the sanctuary with our "yard sale"
donations. This is a huge job and requires many
volunteers some of whom come from the student
council at the high school, workers from Weis Markets,
St. Luke's Church and St. Joseph Catholic Church as
well as members of our own congregation. If you
have not had an opportunity to witness this out-reach
program, please mark your calendar and join us on the
10th to help make a difference in someone's life.

The Wonder of Children,
the Wisdom of Adults:
Cross+Generational Sunday
School

There’s a reason there was a show called Kids Say
the Darndest Things—it’s because you can ask a child
a question and hear the funny, the sad, the poignant,
the insanely wise, and the beautiful. Imagine taking
that wonder and mixing it with the years of experience
and education that our older members have, and what
do you end up with? Cross+Generational (Cross+Gen)
Sunday School, a Faith Formation experience where all
ages can learn, laugh, and explore together. It’s what
the church used to be (education within the home with
all ages) and it’s an expression of the church that the
Holy Spirit is bursting at the seams to recreate!
Thanks be to God for the over 60 people who
gathered to try out this new experiment on Sunday,
September 17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Welcome Center (area
outside the upstairs sanctuary doors). This month we
learned about the Road to Emmaus, where two people
are walking together, sad about Jesus’ death, when all
of a sudden the Risen Jesus Christ starts walking with
them! The two people walking don’t recognize Jesus
at first, but whenever he talks it feels like their hearts
are on fire. It isn’t until Jesus takes bread, gives thanks,
and breaks it that they realize that Jesus IS alive and he
is standing right in front of them!

Take home activity

Go on a walk with your family and take turns sharing
where you see God. Take a picture and share it on
Facebook with #GodWalks and #Precreation

On Saturday, October 14 we will meet in the kitchen at 9:00 a.m. to get assignments for our fall clean-up activity.
Included in the work project will be cleaning up the flower beds, removing annuals and perhaps trimming some
trees. We are having a tree planting ceremony celebrating scouting and the Reformation on Sunday the 22 of
October and we hope to have the lawn looking well-groomed for the congregation and any visitors. If you are
not an outside person, there are many tasks that need to be done inside the church building itself. The kitchen
desperately needs its semi-annual cleaning, the chairs in the social room need washing, the pews and book racks
in the sanctuary need dusting as well as other surfaces around the Sanctuary and the Welcome Center. If you are
old enough to remember "old time" fall cleaning, grandma always took the curtains down and hung the rugs on
the line for "whacking" but we won't be doing anything that strenuous. Please talk about this with your family
since it is a good way to get your children to care about their church and the environment. There will be Dunkin’
Donuts for breakfast before we begin our work. Hope to see you then.
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What’s In the Display case?
In honor of the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation, we are having
a display honoring Martin Luther.
The Reformation is why we are
Lutherans and we need to celebrate!

1.“Promoted faith not indulgences.”
Luther watched as the Catholic Church made a
business out of the forgiveness of sin. Faith saved
people he believed, not their efforts to pay their way
into His good graces. He published the ’95 Theses’ in
1517 attacking these practices publicly and officially
making himself an enemy of the Catholic Church.

What happened in the
Reformation?

2.“He changed his name.”
Martin Luther was born in November 10, 1483 in
Germany to Hans and Margarette Luder. He was born,
Martin Luder, but it is rumored he opted to change
his name to something more academic sounding.
His father was a successful miner and ore smelter
and his upbringing was humble. Luther would later
pursue law school but then forego that route to begin a
spiritual journey he could have never planned for.

Martin Luther posted his “NinetyFive Theses” in Wittenberg on
Oct. 31, 1517, and the resulting
debate about Christian teaching
and practice led to changes that
have shaped the course of Western
Christianity for almost 500 years. At the heart of these
wide-reaching changes was a deep conviction that
God’s mercy or grace in Jesus is given freely to all.
When Luther and others learned to trust God’s mercy
with “a living, daring confidence,” they discovered in
that faith the freedom to give themselves generously,
lovingly in all of life’s undertakings with everyone
they met.

3."Helped shape religion in the West.”
At one point, Luther oversaw 10 monasteries and
worked as a district vicar. He was the administrative
lead for 10 Augustinian monasteries. The Catholic
Church experiences much division which resulted
in the emergence of Protestantism. Much of what is
understood religiously in the West was shaped by the
early writings of Martin Luther.

The changes began with a critical look at confession
and forgiveness, preaching and the sacraments —
what Luther called the “means of grace.” The sale
of indulgences, the practice of penance, the content
of preaching, the administration of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper — all the restrictions that impeded the
message of God’s mercy from being heard and received
fully by all came under close scrutiny. Repeatedly,
Luther made changes and took initiatives to give full
and free expression to the gospel, the message of God’s
liberating mercy in Jesus Christ. He translated the
Scriptures into German so that ordinary believers could
hear the Word of God in their everyday language. He
composed many hymns including “A Mighty Fortress”
(based on Psalm 46) that put the Word of God to music,
the language of the heart. He preached for the people
in Wittenberg in simple, everyday terms, and he used
those sermons as the basis for teaching resources that
parents and local pastors could use — his Small and
Large Catechisms. (taken from: https://www.elca500.
org/about/. September 20, 2017).

4.“Had a miraculous religious conversion.”
Luther was very academically inclined, having
earned both a Bachelors and Masters degree quickly,
in hopes to attend law school. One day in 1505, a
frightening storm came against him that threatened his
very life. During this time, Luther cried out, begging
St. Anna to spare his life. He vowed to become a monk
and, having survived, kept this vow.
5."He was excommunicated."
In 1521, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther from
the Catholic Church. His defiance and unwillingness
to retract any of his former beliefs about the unlawful
practices, turned him into both outlaw and heretic. He
hid for several years to escape his fate before returning.
He later married a former nun and raised a family of
six.
Taken from: http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/
galleries/5-interesting-facts-about-martin-luther.aspx?
September 20, 2017)

Five Interesting Facts About Martin
Luther

“Unless I am convinced by people from Scriptures
or by plain and clear reasons and arguments, I can
and will not retract, for it is neither safe nor wise to do
anything against conscience. Here I stand. I can do no
other. God help me. Amen!” – Martin Luther
Martin Luther was a man of principle, who fearlessly
opposed the spiritual injustice of the church. His
bravery forever altered the course of Christianity
making way for the Protestant Reformation in the
16th century. Who was Martin Luther? Here are some
interesting facts about the reformer, Christian, and
legendary theologian.
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t.o.g.s. News
TOGS are selling Raffle Tickets
to raise money. First Prize is a
package of two tickets and one
parking pass to the Penn State
vs. Nebraska Football game on
Saturday November 18. Second
Prize is $200 and Third Prize is $50. The Tickets are
sold one for $10 or 2 for $15, and the drawing for
winners will be Sunday October 22.

October Celebrations

01 Doris Douglas
02 Julia Kinard
07 Roy Grove
08 Beth Hollingworth
08 Regina Thompson
09 Jeffrey Barker
09 Jana Shoffner
16 Kelly Anderson
17 Thalia Jones
17 Mark Stanley
18 Jennifer Rudolf

Lutheran Camping

October Events

The Lutheran camps in
central Pennsylvania have
the following events in
October. If you would like
more information, go to
the website: https://www.
lutherancamping.org/
events/ or call
(717) 677-8211.

19 Regan Flory
21 Wicky Barnes, III
23 Linda Dennish
23 Ally Warntz
25 Dayne Bailey
25 David Laucks
28 Edna Howard
29 Lisa Germick
29 Germar Rudolf
30 Melisa Dellinger
30 JoHanna Shaffer

Wedding Anniversaries

03 Eric & Diana Smith
05 Evans & Donna Fishel
06 Chris & Amy Johnston
08 William & Sharon Stein
10 Sam & Jeanne Laucks
11 Brett & Susan Hammers
12 Sami & Kirt Peters
14 Edward & Daune Hartman
20 Chris & Doris Golden
24 Joe & Lorann Jacobs
27 Drew & Robin Walker
29 Vincent & Angie Kicas

Capture the Flag Spectacular at Kirchenwald October 1
Adult Study Retreat at Nawakwa - October 3-5
Fall Foliage Day at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa October 22
Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
October’s flowers are sponsored by:
01 – Robert Miller
08 – Carolyn Noll
15 – Ed Dellinger
22 – Doris Douglas
30 – Barb Slavinsky

The Beacon is brought to you by:

November’s flowers are sponsored by:
05 – Tom Smith
12 – Grace Lutheran
19 – Jay Keener
26 – Richard Jacobs

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
Germar Rudolf, Webmaster
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MONDAY

15
16
9:00 am - : Spirit Cellar
7:00 - 8:30 pm:
Worship - Contemporary
October Pinterest
Worship
Party
10:00 - 10:45 am:
Cross+Gen Sunday School:
Martin Luther's Reformation
10:45 am : Worship Service Traditional
22
23
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Worship
- Contemporary Worship
10:30 - 10:40 am: Tree
Planting Ceremony
10:45 am - : Worship Service
- Traditional
29
30
9:00 am : Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am : Worship Service Traditional
12:00 pm: Oktoberfest

SUNDAY
1
2
Noisy Offering
9:00 am : Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am : Worship Service Traditional
8
9
9:00 am - : Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am : Worship Service Traditional

31
6:00 - 8:00 pm:
Halloween on the
Street

24
6:30 - 7:30 pm: Fall
Faith Formation:
Lutheran in 2017

17
6:30 - 7:30 pm: Fall
Faith Formation:
Lutheran in 2017

10
6:30 - 7:30 pm: Fall
Faith Formation:
Lutheran in 2017

TUESDAY
3
6:30 - 7:30 pm: Fall
Faith Formation:
Lutheran in 2017

25
26
6:30 - 7:00 pm: Ringers by
Grace (Bell Choir)
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Senior Choir
Rehearsal

27

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
4
5
6
6:00 pm: Blessing of the
7:00 pm: Graceful Women
Animals
6:30 - 7:00 pm: Ringers by
Grace (Bell Choir)
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Senior Choir
Rehearsal
11
12
13
6:30 - 7:00 pm: Ringers by 6:30 pm : Church Council
Grace (Bell Choir)
Meeting
7:00 - 8:30 pm: Finance
Committee Meeting
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Senior Choir
Rehearsal
18
19
20
6:30 - 7:00 pm: Ringers by 6:30 pm: Book Club
Grace (Bell Choir)
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm: Mug
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Senior Choir Club (@ Black Cap Brewery)
Rehearsal

October

28

21

14
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SATURDAY

