
Thought for the day
‘The whole gospel message is radical union with God, with
neighbour, and even with ourselves. I think that’s why so many of
us are drawn to church each week – to receive communion, and to
eventually, hopefully, realize that we are in communion.’ – Richard
Rohr

A prayer for the week for ourselves
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and
yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share
the life of his divinity; who is alive and reign with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
(Collect for the First Sunday of Christmas, superseded by that of today’s
Feast)

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE

Contacts
The Revd John Poole, Priest-in-Charge
Tel: 922 74 20 45.  Mob:  629 371 664
Or, especially for texts/WhatsApp please use +44 7899 793805
ejpoole165@gmail.com (rest day:  Tuesday)

Marisha Carter, Licensed Reader & Secretary to Church Council
Please note Marisha’s new phone number:
- 822 69 71 13; marishacarter@hotmail.com

Jean Kelly, Warden – 922 786 777

jjkelly.clam.15@hotmail.com

Val Sainsbury, Warden – 711 009 685
val.sainsbury55@yahoo.co.uk

The Anglican Church of St. Francis, South Tenerife
www.anglicanchurchtenerife.com

www.facebook.com/stfrancistenerife/

Walking together in faith

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

Sunday, 1st January 2023 The Most Holy Name of Jesus

The Sunday Eucharist:
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur
6.00pm Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes
(No 10.15am Eucharist at San Eugenio today)

Welcome to everyone to our continuing Christmas worship. Today,
we recall how Jesus was circumcised on the 8th day of his life, in
accordance with the law of Moses, bringing him into membership of
the people of Israel. He was given the name Jesus, which means
‘God saves.’ He comes to the world as its Saviour. Through
baptism we become one with him in his identity: we are sons and
daughters of God. We are called to be one with him in his mission
of bringing the loving, healing, saving works of God to the world,
that all may come to live truly as God’s children, reflecting the
image and likeness of God in their lives after the example of Jesus.
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Today’s readings
Numbers 6: 22 - 27 God blesses his people
God blessed the people with whom he had made a covenant. He
was to them the source of all blessing. May God’s blessings and
grace come down on us too, this whole year long and always.

Psalm 67, with the response:
God be gracious to us and bless us.

Galatians 4: 4 – 7 With Jesus, we are God’s children
God has come among us as one of us through Jesus, born of Mary.
By living in him we too become sons and daughters of God.

Luke 2:  15 – 21 They found the Christ
The shepherds saw Jesus and accepted him in faith and Mary
treasured all these events in her heart. Later, this normal child was
circumcised, the sign of being a member of the covenant people of
God. Yet he would one day inaugurate a new covenant and give a
new commandment. After the first Christmas, nothing would ever
be the same again. Yet after 2,000 years the world has yet to adjust
to his ‘new normal.’

Eucharistic Prayer: B, (pages 8 – 9) followed by the Lord’s Prayer
and Communion rite (page 21)

Important information regarding the reception of Holy Communion
Holy Communion is distributed in both kinds. You are, of course, welcome
to receive in one kind only if you prefer. To receive from the chalice,

please drink (sip!) from it. Intinction, dipping the wafer bread into the
chalice, is more infection risky and is strongly discouraged.

Church financial giving
If no collection is taken at the Offertory, please place your offering in the
basket provided at the back of the church as you leave. Alternatively, or
additionally, contributions will be most welcome by bank transfer to either
our euro or sterling accounts. For security reasons the details have had to
be withdrawn from the pew sheet. Please contact our churchwarden Jean
Kelly in church (San Eugenio) or by phone or email as on the back of this
pew sheet.

If you would like to set up a regular payment and you pay UK tax, please
contact Jean for the necessary declaration form which will increase your
donation by 25% at no cost to you. (Gwen, our treasurer, is on holiday).

We are a completely self-supporting chaplaincy church. Your generous
giving is very important to us and much appreciated, helping us to
maintain an Anglican presence and ministry in south Tenerife.

Our Charity Shop, Los Gigantes
Open 10.00am. to 2.00pm, Tuesday to Saturday.

Thursday, 5th January Epiphany of the Lord
Eucharist: 10.30am Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes
Readings:  Isaiah 60: 1 – 6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3: 1 – 12;

Matthew 2: 1 – 12)
Please do join us for this important Christmastide festival if you can.

Next Sunday, 8th January Baptism of the Lord
Eucharist:
10.15am San Eugenio, Playa de Las Américas
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur



6.00pm Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of John
Hennessey, known to us all as Tex. After being missing for several
days, he was found deceased. The funeral details will be announced
shortly. Please check our website or Facebook page during this
week and keep churchwarden Val and the family in your prayers at
this difficult time.


