
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, 22 nd February
Eucharist with blessing and giving of ashes:
10.15am at San Eugenio. Also to be celebrated on Thursday, 23rd
February at 10.30am at Espiritu Santo, Los Gigantes.

A thought for the day
‘We come from mystery and return to it at the end of the life journey.
What a gift to be on earth during an era when the universe is making itself
known to and through the human race.’ Barbara A. Holmes

A prayer for the week for ourselves
O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May
all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings.
Help us to become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s
burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the
healing of our world (and whoever or whatever is on my heart right now).
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these
prayers in all the holy names of God.  Amen.

Contacts
The Revd John Poole, Priest-in-Charge
Tel: 922 74 20 45.  Mob:  629 371 664
Or, especially for texts/WhatsApp please use +44 7899 793805
ejpoole165@gmail.com (Rest day:  Tuesday)

Marisha Carter, Licensed Reader & Secretary to Church Council
- 822 69 71 13; marishacarter@hotmail.com

Jean Kelly, Warden – 922 786 777
jjkelly.clam.15@hotmail.com

Val Sainsbury, Warden – 711 009 685
val.sainsbury55@yahoo.co.uk

The Anglican Church of St. Francis, South
Tenerife

www.anglicanchurchtenerife.com
www.facebook.com/stfrancistenerife/

Walking together in faith

Sunday, 12th February 2023 Second Sunday before Lent
(Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

The Sunday Eucharist:
10.15am San Eugenio, Playa de Las Américas
12 noon San Blas, Golf del Sur
6.00pm Espíritu Santo, Los Gigantes

Welcome to everyone to our worship. At San Eugenio, we extend a
special welcome to the Revd Shelagh Jones who will preach for us today.
The wonder of the creation is the focus of our liturgy today. The whole
first chapter of the book of Genesis (and a little more) is our first reading,
the first of the two ancient biblical accounts of creation. It is not, of
course, a day-by-day historical or scientific account and it is extremely
unlikely that the writer(s) intended it to be so. It is a wonderful spiritual
reflection on the loving goodness and abundance of God in bringing the
physical universe, the world, and us, into being. St Paul shows us how the
destiny of the natural order is intimately bound up with humankind. The
focus of the Gospel reading is on the everyday needs of created matter for
our survival. Also, for Jesus, the abundance and order of nature provide
examples of a divine perspective on human society.
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Important information regarding the reception of Holy Communion
Holy Communion is distributed in both kinds. You are, of course, welcome
to receive in one kind only. To receive from the chalice, please drink (sip!)
from it. Intinction (dipping the wafer bread into the chalice), is more
infection risky and is not approved in this Diocese.
Today’s readings

Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 3 And God said….and it was so.
Probably written in Babylon during the 6th century BC Exile. Unlike the
gods in Babylonian myths of creation, in which the world emerges from a
conflict between good and evil in precarious dualism, Israel’s Creator God
provides a world that has every potential for good. (Evil enters only after
creation).  God’s good order cannot ultimately be defeated.

Psalm 136: 1 – 9 & 24 – 26, with the response:
Great is his love, love without end

Romans 8: 18 – 25 Creation waits…..and we wait.
A grand design of cosmic salvation inspired Paul. There is hope for both
the created order and humankind. Already we have the first instalment of
the glory that will be ours, through the Spirit’s power at work in us. Glory
will be seen in all perfection when we are transformed into the image of
Christ.

Matthew 6: 25 – 34 Are you not of much more value?
The fact that in the 21st century wild flowers and birds and many other
living things can be decimated by pollution, and the whole ecology of the
planet distorted by human greed, does not detract from God’s provision for
all creatures and the creation. But the Gospel, the Bible itself, calls us all
to be shocked by the human assault on creation and seriously to review our
priorities as those who have been created in ‘the image of God.’

Eucharistic Prayer: C from the liturgy of the Episcopal (Anglican) Church
of the United States. The responses and acclamations are as usual (see
Eucharistic Prayer B, pages 8 – 9 if necessary)

The Lord’s Prayer and Communion rite follow (page 21).

Church financial giving
A collection will be taken at the Offertory.
If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider using the Gift Aid envelope
provided, or available at the back of church. It would increase your
donation by 25%.
Contributions at any time are also most welcome by bank transfer to
either our euro or sterling accounts. For security reasons the details have
had to be withdrawn from the pew sheet.
Please contact our treasurer Gwen Furmston, in church (San Eugenio) or
by email to sgfurmston@gmail.com

We are a completely self-supporting Chaplaincy. Your generous giving is
very important to us and much appreciated, helping us to maintain an
Anglican presence and ministry in south Tenerife.

Our Charity Shop, Los Gigantes
Open 10.00am. to 2.00pm, Monday to Saturday.
Come and look for the bargains!

Thursday, 16th February
Eucharist: 10.30am at Espiritu Santo, Los Gigantes
(Readings: Genesis 9: 1 – 13; Mark 8: 27 – 33)

Friday, 17th February
3.00pm at San Blas. A special joint Anglican-Roman Catholic service to
celebrate the unity we already share and to pray for the deeper unity we
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desire, and for the hopes and concerns we share together.  A collection will
be taken for Turkey and Syria. All welcome.

Next Sunday, 19 th February Sunday before Lent
Eucharist: Times and locations as today
(Readings:  Exodus 24: 12 – 18; Psalm 103; 1 Corinthians 3: 16 – 23;

Matthew 17: 1 – 9)


