
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles - a liturgy for use at home

Introduction
The apostles Peter and Paul are regarded as the twin pillars of the Church.
They have been celebrated together on 29th June (often transferred to the
nearest Sunday), from at least the fourth century. That date, the traditional
date of the foundation of Rome, may have been chosen deliberately by the
Church to demonstrate that the city was given a new foundation in Christ by
the two great apostles who both gave up their lives in Rome in the cause of the
gospel. We can learn from Peter and Paul how to let Christ possess us so much
that we live completely for him.

Act of Penitence
First let us call to mind all those things that prevent us from truly living a
Christ-life, and ask God to help us grow more deeply into his life and vision.

Jesus said to his apostles, ‘You are my friends if you obey my commands.’
(John 15: 14)
Let us now repent of the times and the ways we have been disobedient to him.

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses:
Lord, have mercy.

Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us failing to hear your voice and following your
commands and guidance. Make us, your Church, a true community of faith and
love, and lead us on your way to everlasting life. Amen.

Act of Praise – the Gloria, or some other hymn of praise, or this ‘unfolding’ of the ancient
canticle, the Te Deum:

Men and women: praise the God of Love.  Earth and sky worship the Creator.
Angelic powers of light eternal, penetrating the ancient dark: lift your voices
with the song:
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Holy, holy, holy, strange mysterious power, the whole creation is full of your
glory. Saints and holy fools of every generation, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Prophets crying out for justice, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Martyrs who carried you in their wounds, scars embodied in their glory, sing
alleluia, alleluia.

Your holy and stumbling people in all times and places, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Giver of life, of splendour and wonder, tender, of infinite patience!
Bearer of pain, graceful and true, with wounds bringing salve!
Maker of love, flaming and passionate, guiding us into the truth!

Universal Christ, we greet you in your glory, hidden deep in the being of God.
Word made flesh to deliver us, brought to life by human touch.

Glad to be born of Mary, embodying the divine, withdrawing the sting of death,
terrifying us with love unbounded, offering to fulfil all we could desire, opening
the road to God’s presence for ever, guarding the freedom of the creation,
yearning for the gathering of the harvest.

Come, then, judge and deliver us, who are freed at the cost of your life.  Give us
integrity to refuse what is evil; give us your Spirit to discern what is true, and
lead us with all your saints to lands of eternal glory.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you in their

death as in their life: grant that your Church, inspired by their teaching and
example, and made one by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one
foundation, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (12: 1 – 11)

King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the Church. He had
James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of
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Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to
the people after the Passover.

While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. The
very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two
chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door
were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared,
and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying,
“Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him,
“Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” Peter went out and followed
him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real;
he thought he was seeing a vision.

After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the
iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they
went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. Then
Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel
and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people
were expecting.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 34: 1 – 9

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

My soul shall glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.

I sought the Lord and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.

Look upon him and be radiant and your faces shall not be ashamed.

This poor soul cried, and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him and delivers them.

O taste and see that the Lord is gracious; blessed is the one who trusts in him.
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Fear the Lord, all you his holy ones, for those who fear him lack nothing.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy (4: 6 – 8 & 17 – 18)

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

The Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued
from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save
me for his heavenly kingdom.  To him be the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

For the Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia.
I do not call you servants but friends, says the Lord.
Because I have made know to you everything that I have heard from my Father.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (16: 13 – 19)

Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give
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you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
The festival of Peter and Paul is now the most usual time for ordinations to the
diaconate and priesthood. So we keep all those who are being ordained today
or in the coming days in our prayers as they embark on a life of service and
leadership in the mission and ministry of the Church. I was ordained as a
deacon and a year later as a priest at this time thirty something years ago. It is
a time to be thankful for and to reflect on the varied and valuable experiences
over these years that have helped me forward to an ever-deeper vision and
conviction of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ.

Today we think particularly of the vision of our first predecessors in the
apostolic career: Peter, the Galilean fisherman who became chief among the
‘fishers of men’ or ‘catchers for Christ.’ And Paul, the erudite and fluent
Greek-speaking Pharisee, who through his teaching and letters to the churches
first started to make theological sense of the impact of Jesus Christ, following
his dramatic conversion and after a brief career as a persecutor of the new
Jesus movement.

Both men were seized by the person and message of Jesus, and they dedicated
and finally gave up their lives in following the Jesus Way. It is the people of the
Way that the first Christians were known. The Way was essentially a Jewish
renewal movement with its central focus on building the kingdom of God that
Jesus had proclaimed so that it would a reality for the earth. Those who joined
the Way were baptised, signifying that they were dying and rising again with
and into Christ, dying to an old way and rising to a new way of living.

The Way also meant a new exodus, liberation from bondage or slavery to sin
and the worst ways of the world. Its Jewish followers understood the sacrifice
and victory of Christ to be a new Passover, expressed most of all in their
gatherings for the breaking of bread, the Eucharist, the thanksgiving for all that
God had done for them in Christ. The Way was a Spirit-led community whose
members sought to grow more and more to reveal in their own lives the
likeness of God in Christ, God’s character and passion, God’s agenda of love,
peace and justice for the world.
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Probably the biggest challenge of those of us called to the apostolate of
ordained ministry is how to call people and the Church at large back to the
excitement, the vision and the radical message of the Church founded by Peter
and Paul. It involves teaching and demonstrating that being a Christian make
a significant difference to your life and lifestyle, your world view, and the way
you regard and treat other people? Being a follower of Christ is about
embracing a way of life that is often at odds with the status quos, the
conventions, and the cultural norms of the secular world. It is a life that seeks
to unite people, to welcome people in from across the humanly created
distinctions and divisions of the world, those states of corporate and personal
sin which not only separate us from one another but from God.

The two chief apostles had the enormous task of enabling and guiding the
Jewish Jesus movement to evolve into an open and inclusive community that
embraced both Jew and Gentile. Although it was a huge challenge, sadly, it has
not proved to be unique to those times and circumstances. Christians as
individuals and groups, or the Church as a whole or its denominations have
struggled ever since with issues about who can be in or out of the Church itself
or its organised ministries. Just as strict Jews regarded Gentiles as unclean
sinners, so Christians have often applied the same label to people they
consider different or less than themselves.

We, the Church or certain parts of it, have not always lived up to Paul’s radical
declaration to the Galatians and Romans, that in Christ we are all children of
God and are equal, an equality signified by our common faith and baptism.
Just to say in passing that the word ‘radical’ is used a lot in the media today,
usual referring to far left- or far right people and opinions, and also religious
extremists. Like so many words used nowadays, this meaning is incorrect and
misleading. ‘Radical’ comes from the Latin word ‘radix’ meaning ‘root,’ (that’s
why someone decided to call a certain root vegetable a ‘radish!’). A radical
Christian or Christian teaching is simply one that is rooted in Christ, deeply
faithful to Christ. ‘Radical,’ when applied to our faith should mean normal,
natural, or obvious.

Paul’s root or radical Christian declaration is that in Christ there is no longer
Jew or Gentile, no longer slave or free, no longer male or female; no longer,
that is, any distinction which creates superiority or inferiority, inclusion or
exclusion. And we should not for one minute be tempted to think that Paul’s
three examples from his own time are an exhaustive list of distinctions that to
be disregarded by Christians. For like Peter and Paul, once we recognise and
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confess that Jesus is Lord, the Christ, then whatever our human distinctions
and identities, we are all one people, called to be united in body, heart and life.

If life in Christ means anything at all, it means freedom, it frees us from
selfishness, frees us to become outward looking, able to share God’s love and
passion for the world in all its diversity and all its fragility, and to work to create
a new world in which all are free, all are fed, all are treated with dignity and
respect, and all can live together without fear.

How much we need to hold on to this vision and commitment as we consider
the fractious and unequal world and societies we live in still today. We need to
pray and work earnestly for the values and growth of that Way for which Jesus
lived and gave up his life, and for which Peter and Paul sought to make reality
in the Christ communities they founded, and for which they too paid the
ultimate price as they promoted the values and vision of God and the Lordship
of Christ in the face of the idolatry, corruption and violence of the Roman
Empire, the power that ruled their world. Strengthened by their prayers and
fellowship with us today within the body of Christ, may we be inspired to share
their cause and commitment as we face the challenges of the world and our
own small parts of it today.

A few moments of silent reflection is recommended

The Profession of Faith
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth
is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on
high.
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Everlasting God we are gathered together in love and fellowship, hear us now
as we bring before you our cares and our needs.

We pray for your Church throughout the world, for Christians everywhere
meeting in small house groups, in rural and town churches and in great city
cathedrals coping with the many restrictions placed upon them at this time.
Grant that we and all your people may be built up in the faith of the apostles,
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and with them show in our lives the love we see in Jesus. We ask your blessing
on Pope Francis, Archbishops Justin and Stephen, Bishops Robert and David,
and all who lead the Church in its various traditions, praying especially that
they will work to make us all more truly one people in Christ. We pray for those
who are being ordained to the diaconate and priesthood today, or over the
next few days. May they be blessed with courage and hope and above all a
deepening love for you and for the people they will serve.
Lord, in your Mercy.... Hear our Prayer

Lord God, we give you thanks for our church of St. Francis representing the
Anglican Church here in South Tenerife. We pray for John as he leads us,
helping us to enlarge and enrich our understanding of God that we might
respond to his love. We give thanks for his many years of service to you and the
congregations he has served. We remember with thanksgiving those who help
here during the Winter and pray that they will be protected and kept safe until
their return.
Lord, in your Mercy.....Hear our Prayer

Holy God, we pray for Christians working in places of power and influence who
make decisions which affect the lives of so many people. We ask you to bless
those who work in politics, in the media, in advertising and in the financial
markets. Especially we pray for those who work in tourism and hospitality who
may have lost their livelihoods that they will receive help.

May they all know what to say and how to act for the benefit of all people, and
at all times to be true and faithful to you. We ask for discernment and wisdom
for our governments of the United Kingdom, Spain and other nations
represented among us here today.
Lord, in your Mercy..... Hear our Prayer

Father God we pray for those whom we love, family and friends who are the
special people in our lives wherever they may be. We pray for their hopes, their
fears, their problems and their needs but most of all we thank you for each one
of them and for what they give and mean to us.
Lord, in your Mercy.....Hear our Prayer

Merciful God, help us to learn that we should always pray and not give up and
that if we ask it will be given to us. We raise before you now all those who we
know who need a touch from Jesus and receive health and healing in their lives
including Carol Hart and others known to us. We pray for those who work in
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the health services; our doctors, nurses, carers and those who keep our
hospitals functioning day and night.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Merciful God, into your caring hands we commit those who have died, and we
pray for all those who are mourning the loss of a loved one.
Lord, in your Mercy.....Hear our Prayer

You may like to pray for those who are particularly on your heart, and for yourself, in a few
moments of silence.

Gracious God, we have laid before you our concerns and now we offer you our
thanks and praise for all the blessings and gifts you lavish on us.

Merciful Father.....accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Concerned with Peter and Paul, to make God’s kingdom come to all the world,
we now pray Jesus’ prayer to the Father:
Our Father…

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

Jesus, may all that is you flow into me.
May your body and blood be my food and drink.
May your passion and death by my strength and life.
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given.
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross.
Let me not run from the love which you offer
but hold me safe from the forces of evil.
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love.
Keep calling to me until that day comes
when, with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the
apostles with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them with
joy and boldness to preach the gospel: by the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth and to draw everyone to the fire of your
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Blessing
Let us ask for God’s blessing, that we may be the Church of Peter, firm in the
faith, built on rock, united as the one body of Christ which cannot be
overcome. May we also be the Church of Paul, dynamic, without boundaries,
restless until Christ is known to all.

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, bring you, with
Peter and Paul and all the saints, to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you, and with all those you love and pray for,
today and always.  Amen.

Let us go and be to the whole world the visible body of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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