
Baptism of the Lord – a liturgy for worship at home 

Introduction 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
As we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of our Lord today, we call to mind our                 
own baptism and all that it means for us. For Jesus it involved receiving the               
Spirit of God to launch his ministry of bringing the good news of God to his                
people in word and deed. At our baptism, or our later acceptance of the faith               
into which we were baptised, we became followers of Jesus, commissioned to            
share in his ministry.  Today we renew that commission and calling. 
 
Act of Penitence 
Because God was merciful, he saved us through the water of rebirth and the              
renewing power of the Holy Spirit. But through sin we have fallen away from              
our baptism. Let us return to the Lord and renew our faith in his promises by                
confessing our sins in penitence. 
 
Lord Jesus, you committed yourself wholeheartedly to the Father and to your            
fellow human beings: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, the Father recognized how you were going to serve him and the              
people, when he said: ‘This is my beloved Son:’ 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you unite us to yourself and commit us with you. May we too hear                
from the Father: ‘You are my beloved sons and daughters:’ 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, forgive us when our faith is frail; forgive us when we are                
reluctant to serve; forgive all our other transgressions. Strengthen us to be the             
new creations who have been baptized in your name and lead us forward on              
the road to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Act of Praise 
The Gloria as follows or some other hymn of praise 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give             
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away                
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the                  
Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most                 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Eternal God, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,              
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water               
and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;               
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord who is alive and reigns with you, in the                
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis                                                   (1: 1 – 5) 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a               
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind (spirit)              
from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be               
light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God               
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the             
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the             
first day. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29: 1 – 4 & 8 – 10  

Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven, ascribe to the Lord glory and 

strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; worship the Lord in the 

beauty of holiness. 

 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord 

is upon the mighty waters. 
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The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation; the voice of the Lord is a glorious 

voice. 

 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forest bare; in 

his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’ 

The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king 

for evermore. 

The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the 

blessing of peace. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                        (19: 1 – 7)  
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and            
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you              
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we            
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then                
were you baptised?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John           
baptised with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the             
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were                
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them,                
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and            
prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: 
This is my Son, the Beloved.  Listen to him. 
Alleluia! 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark       (1: 4 – 11) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of           
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean            
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were              
baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was             
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate              
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I              
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his                 
sandals. I have baptised you with water; but he will baptise you with the Holy               
Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptised by John in               
 the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens                 
 torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from                
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily 
I used to give anger management courses to prisoners. It was a fairly             
enjoyable variation in my duties during the last two or three years of my work               
as a prison chaplain. I suppose I did around four courses a year, each lasting               
three or four days. Prisoners usually volunteered to do the course but for             
some it was a requirement in their sentence plan. At the end of the course I                
would give them all certificates. I stressed to them that this valuable bit of              
paper did not say that they had passed, even though there was a test they that                
had to pass to complete the course. The certificate only said that they had              
attended and had completed the training. They would only pass the course by             
showing that they could put its intentions and principles into practice in their             
lives, in their attitudes and behaviour, going forward. That challenge was still            
to come, both inside and outside of jail. Not all of them would succeed, though               
happily some, having lapsed, would remember the lessons and re-commit to           
them.  
  
It occurred to me that holy baptism, at least in its intentions, are not exactly so                
different from those of that anger management course, and indeed to any            
other courses, certificates or qualifications we may have gained in our lives.            
Baptism is not simply about getting a bit of paper which is a copy of an entry in                  
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the church registers, as if that will somehow do us any good. It is what that                
baptism leads to in our lives that is all important. It is the way we relate to God                  
and our fellow human beings that certifies whether we have been truly born             
again by water and the Spirit and are living as baptized ones, Christ-ones,             
children of God. It is by our fruits alone that our baptismal faith with prove               
itself. 
 
Baptism signalled the beginning of Jesus’ ministry; it launched him in his saving             
mission. In this event we are presented with the image of a new creation rising               
from the water, a new beginning brought forth by the Spirit of God, just as the                
first creation had been. And baptism symbolised Jesus’ complete self-offering          
of his whole life to God, even to death. From a spiritual point of view, baptism                
is the greatest thing that can happen to anyone. The American priest-scholar,            
Raymond Brown once said, ‘The day when a person is baptised is more             
important than the day a person is ordained a priest or a bishop.’ And long               
ago, the saintly king of France, Louis IX, used to sign his name on official               
documents as Louis de Poissy. When one of his courtiers asked him why he              
should place the name of such an insignificant town after his own name, he              
replied, ‘Poissy is where I was baptised. It is a more important place for me               
than Rheims and its cathedral where I was crowned. It is a greater thing for               
me to be a child of God than the ruler of a kingdom. I shall lose my crown and                   
my kingdom when I die, but I shall never lose the life into which I was                
baptised.’ 
 
To be baptised is to be Christ-ened, to be made like Christ, to become one with                
him in his purpose and values, his mission and destiny. Of course, as indicated,              
it isn’t given to us automatically as a result of being baptised. We have to learn                
and grow to live according to its intention, its meaning, its promise, and that              
involves a long-term process of transformation. As the Second Vatican Council           
put it, ‘Baptism, of itself, is only a beginning, a point of departure, but it is                
wholly directed toward the acquiring of fullness of life in Christ.’ So when we              
are baptised, or when we make a mature, independent and voluntary           
affirmation of the baptism we were given as infants, we have not suddenly             
become the ‘finished product’ of Christian identity. We have rather joined an            
organisation of students or learners, which is what the word ‘disciple’ means –             
one living and learning under the discipline or instruction of a master or             
teacher. It is disciples or learners that Jesus called to follow him, and together              
become his community, his Church. 
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So the task of Christian disciples, like all good students, is to be diligent,              
searching, enquiring, hungry, and dedicated to moving forward in the Christian           
faith journey. Such resolve instils in us the vision of a higher, better, more              
complete life, drawing us ever onward in our pilgrimage of faith. It opens for              
us stronger and deeper possibilities in spirituality and service; it inspires           
courage, hope and humility, and it enables us to cope with reality, even when              
that reality brings its share of trouble to our lives. 
  
Such graces are not for the individual only, of course, but for the Christian              
community as a whole. But our individual commitment and contribution is           
vital for the well-being and growth of the community. Individuals, diverse as            
we are, but moving ever forward in our faith and love and service to God and                
to one another, help to create and inspire a vibrant, healthy, holy, and             
hopefully happy Church community, a community which has the potential to           
promote awe, respect and curiosity among those who are not yet its members.             
Mission begins and has most impact when Christian people are living authentic            
Christian lives, individually and as a community. 
  
On this feast of beginnings, the Baptism of the Lord, let us each and together               
recommit ourselves to the Christian life. In humility, let us also be thankful             
that none of us are as yet the ‘final version’ of Christian disciple, and that God                
has so much more to give and to work in us, if we are open and committed to                  
progressing in our journey of faith and discipleship. It is in putting ourselves             
more fully into God’s hands that we can be truly formed into the people who,               
through our baptism, God has called us to be. Our most important task is to               
co-operate with God, to be faithful to Jesus Christ every day, and to be always               
longing to grow in our discipleship, in the faith and life we are called to share                
with him.  
 
 A few moments of silent reflection is recommended 

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds: 

 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Let us come now in prayer to the Almighty God, giving him our thanks and 
praise, along with our worries and concerns.  
  

Everlasting God, we pray for our church leaders, Archbishops Justin and           
Stephen and our Bishops in Europe, Robert and David.  
We pray too for all Christians throughout the world especially for those            
preparing for Baptism and for the Confirmation. We raise before you for the             
candidates, parents, sponsors and godparents and pray that they be given the            
grace, courage and perseverance to faithfully keep the promises they will           
make. 
Lord, in your Mercy............ Hear our Prayer 
  
Creator God, we pray for peace and integrity in all negotiations in international             
conflicts; protect those who earnestly seek solutions for the good of all.            
Govern the hearts and minds of all world leaders and those in authority, that              
they may act justly, honestly and according to your will. 
Hear the cries of the people; bring healing to those suffering from the violence              
of war and comfort those mourning the dead.  
We pray today particularly for Britain and its government that they will find             
resources and imagination to restore the country and its people to health,            
prosperity and the elimination of the Coronavirus. 
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer 
 
Gracious God, we pray today for all the churches here in Tenerife, the Anglican              
communities of St. Francis and All Saints, the Roman Catholic community and            
the priests of the churches we share, the Lutheran pastors and congregations,            
and the leaders and people of the independent fellowships. May they all            
reflect your love to the people they serve. We ask your blessing on our Charity               
shop, those who work there and those who visit. 
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer 
 
Father God, we pray for the sick who because of their weariness or pain find it                
difficult to pray; may they be aware of our prayer on their behalf and accept               
graciously the support and love of their families and friends within the Church             
and the community. We pray for those who have rejected you because of             
illness or misfortune and blame you for their afflictions. Help them to see the              
reality that your only desire is for their complete wholeness and health. Help             
us bring them your healing and the assurance of your love for them. We lift to                
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you our sisters Margaret Rainton, Carol Hart and Petrina Thompson in their            
time of need; may they be restored to health according to your word. 
 Lord, in your Mercy...... Hear our Prayer 
Compassionate God, we pray for those who are dying and those who have             
already completed their life here on earth; may they rest in peace and rise in               
glory. May their loved ones find peace and strength in you at this time. 
Lord, in your Mercy.......Hear our Prayer 
 
Holy God, we thank you for helping us to pray; deepen our appreciation of all               
you have provided for us and our well-being. As we go about our lives through               
this coming week we may do it with eyes wide open to the richness and colour                
of our surroundings and the blessings of friends and neighbours. 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,             
Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Believing the promises of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has              
taught us: 
Our Father………. 
 
You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
Concluding Prayer 
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as              
Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit               
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new             
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Christ, the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your                
hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty,              
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the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you and those you love and                
pray for, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen 
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