
Sunday, 21st November 2021, Feast of Christ the King

We can probably all recall that when we first introduced to the person of Jesus,

we were taught that he was a king. That would be especially true if our earliest

Christian memories are of childhood and were largely associated with

Christmas, nourished by the nativity play and the popular carols which

proclaim the new-born king. While that remains gospel truth about the

identity of Jesus, we now know that the birth stories recorded by Matthew and

Luke are largely retrospective reflections on who Jesus became for them and

for the first Christians following his life, death and resurrection. The birth

stories are like overtures, introductions to the man, who has already lived,

died, risen again, and is now exalted as king of kings and Lord of Lords, Son of

God and Saviour of the world.

It should however be clear to us that in his relatively short earthly life Jesus

neither sought nor experienced any of the characteristics of privilege or power

that we would associate with royalty or kingship. Even those largely

metaphorical birth stories indicate that his origins were humble, even poor, as

the story of his birth in a cow shed with an animal’s feeding trough for a bed

wonderfully illustrate. When Jesus grew up he said on one occasion, ‘foxes

have holes and birds have their nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay

his head. And the only crown that was ever placed on that head was a crown

of thorns made in a painful act of mock homage before he was violently

executed in the way used by the Roman Empire for eliminating those who

opposed them.

Today’s feast points us to the great paradox, where God’s ways are

demonstrated to be so different from our ways. We are confronted with the

mystery of what Christ’s kingship is really all about, what Jesus himself is really

all about. Perhaps we can see the Christ event, the Incarnation, the mystery of

God becoming one of us as a divine protest, a protest against the corrupted

values of the world and its exercise of power and authority. In the coming of

Christ we can hear God saying to the world: ‘See where I really am; what I am

really like, and just how far I am prepared to go in love for you, and how far I

will go to bring you back to me, bring you back to being people who reflect my



image and likeness rather than the shadows and disguises and poor

expressions of humanity that you have become.’

In Christ directly, after the messages of the prophets before him, God is

protesting against human power and arrogance and injustice in a world where

such evils had become a normal part of life, even among those who

worshipped God. They had somehow managed to turn God into an idol that

reflected their own dubious values, their prejudices and their power structures.

The world did not know or failed to understand, and largely still does not, that

God’s truth is about a world where citizenship is not based on power, or

advantage or racial or tribal or class superiority. It is rather about a world

without boundaries that separate people from one another, and where

inclusivity, justice, love and peace are normal rather than exceptional. As the

message of Jesus shows, these are the only values that will be able to exist in

the age to come, when the kingdom of Christ comes to fulfilment.

Today’s feast was established on the final Sunday of the Church’s year to

reaffirm the Christian commitment to this truth, and to re-state the divine

protest in a troubled world. Now very much an Anglican and ecumenical

celebration, the feast of Christ the King was introduced by Pope Pius XI in the

Church of Rome in 1925. It was a time of growing crisis across Europe, with

extremism of right and left gaining ground, and where discrimination,

intolerance and hate were becoming the order of the day. In the face of this,

the Pope bravely attempted to wave a banner proclaiming the universal

kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was an appeal to the world to change

course, especially after the horror of the Great War, an appeal to governments

and rulers and those who sought power to recognise that God alone is

sovereign, and all earthly rule should be subject to him and identify with the

values of his kingdom, as shown supremely to the world by his Son Jesus Christ.

It was a brave initiative but much of the world has still not grasped the

message; prejudice, exclusivism and hate still thrive, and dictators and

demagogues continue to flourish.

It is interesting studying the lives of earthly rulers who became included among

the officially recognised saints of the Church. The hallmark of their lives was

faithfulness to God expressed in exemplary service to their people, and by their

just rule and the fact that they had no illusions about their earthly power.



History shows that rulers and governments are best and strongest when they

govern or try their best to govern by such values and principles, and encourage

their people to do likewise in their own positions of power and influence.

Where there is a commitment to people rather than power, where there is a

bias to the poor rather than the wealthy, where there is a policy of service

rather than subjection, we may hope to find the ingredients for a much more

peaceful, just and happier community, nation and world.

We must continue to pray for our earthly leaders and governments that they

may rule wisely, justly and with humility. We support those prayers by

endeavouring to live as good and responsible citizens ourselves. On this final

Sunday of the Church year we are being invited to recommit ourselves to the

most important citizenship that we have, that is, to the kingdom of God, the

kingdom of Jesus Christ, that knows no earthly borders or boundaries, and in

which all may one day find a home.

We celebrate today what a joy it is to belong to Christ. We reaffirm that we

wish to live our lives under his loving rule which brings unity, healing and

peace, and a wonderful freedom of spirit. Let us resolve to continue to work

for the growth of his kingdom in our lives and in the world.


