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Walking together in faith 
 

 
Dear friends,  
Today, Sunday November 8th  during our Eucharist services we will be praying 
for peace in the world and remembering those who have striven for that cause 
and who made the great sacrifice. It is special to so many people but it will be 
very different this year, no processions etc although that won't change how we 
feel in our hearts, as we recall to our minds those we knew and loved who were 
directly involved in conflict. 
Blessings to you all 
 
Our bank details for contributions and regular giving during this period are 
given here especially for those currently unable to come to church, and for our 
friends abroad.  It is important that we continue to generate income to support 
the church and meet our expenses. Your assistance is much appreciated. Please 
contact Gwen if you have any queries. Contact details are given at the end of 
this communication, after the service order which follows. 
For Euros: 

Bank:  Santander 
Account Number:  0049 5857 71 211 600 2325 
Account Name:  Capellania Anglicana de Tenerife Sur 

  
For Sterling: 

Natwest Bank 
Account Number:  63550873 
Sort Code: 60 – 08 – 31 
Account Name: St Francis Anglican Church of Tenerife South 

 
 
 
Third Sunday before Advent (Remembrance Sunday) – a liturgy for 
worship at home  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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When we read parables such as in today’s Gospel it may at first appear that the                
Lord is going to come to us suddenly and literally, so we should make sure we                
are not caught unaware. Much more than this is meant. We are particularly             
being reminded that we have to learn to meet the Lord now in the many ways he                 
comes to us: as our companion on the road of life, in our prayer, in the                
Eucharist, in the people we share life with on this planet. The latter category is               
particularly important as we observe Remembrance Sunday. As we         
commemorate and give thanks for those whose sacrifice of life has enabled            
others to live in peace and freedom, we pledge to serve God and people in the                
cause of peace and the relief of suffering. The Prince of Peace who comes to us                
in our worship today expects no less than that we honour him with lives that               
proclaim and build up his kingdom of justice, love and peace.  
(Remembrance provisions are provided at the end of this service)  
 
Act of Penitence 
Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; its pride, its               
selfishness, its greed, its evil divisions and hatreds. Let us confess our share in              
what is wrong, and our failure to seek and establish that peace which God wills               
for his children. 
 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done what is evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent.  Have mercy on us according to your love.  Wash 
away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a right spirit within 
us and restore us to the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Act of Praise 

The Gloria as follows, or some other hymn of praise 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give             
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away                
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the                  
Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most                 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the 
King of all:  govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the 
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families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be 
subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

 Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
 To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
and meets them in every thought. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Wisdom 6: 12 - 16 

  

Psalm 63: 1 - 9 

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul is athirst for you. 

My flesh also faints for you, as in a dry and thirsty land where there is no 

water. 

So I would gaze upon you in your holy place, that I might behold your power 

and your glory. 

 Your loving-kindness is better than life itself and so my lips shall praise you. 

I will bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your name. 

My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall 

praise you with joyful lips, 
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When I remember you upon my bed and meditate on you in the watches of 

the night. 

For you have been my helper and under the shadow of your wings will I 

rejoice. 

My soul clings to you; your right hand shall hold me fast. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
 
 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who              
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since                 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will              
 bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of                 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will                 
 by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of                
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will             
 descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are               
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet                
 the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore               
encourage one another with these words. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
1 Thess. 4: 13 – 18  
  

Acclamation to greet the Gospel: 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Stay awake and stand ready, because you do not know the hour when the Son 
of Man is coming. 
Alleluia!                                                                                                  (Matt. 24: 42, 44)) 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, they 
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took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight 
there was a shout, “Look!  Here is the bridegroom!  Come out to meet him.”  
 
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to 
the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.”  But the wise 
replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 
 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.”  But he replied, “Truly, 
I tell you, I do not know you.” 
 
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Matthew 25: 1 – 13  
 
Homily 
November is a month of remembrances. It is a month in which our Church              
liturgies invite us to recall the past in order to help us look forward and build the                 
future, a brighter, better and more hopeful future. Last Sunday we celebrated            
the festival of All Saints, giving thanks for the lives and witness of those living               
now, and most especially those who have gone before us in the Christian life,              
those in whose lives the light of Christ has been recognised as shining             
particularly brightly. The Church calendar also encourages us to remember our           
own loved ones departed this life, but with eyes that see resurrection light             
piercing through the darkness of physical death. 
 
On Remembrance Sunday and Remembrance Day we remember with thanks          
another category, a particular community of heroes: those who have given their            
lives in the cause of peace and freedom. For some of them, war or the               
preparation for war, was a profession. Some of them won the VC, the DSO and               
other honours of the brave. Some have had books written about them, and their              
reputation remains engrained in the collective memory. 
But the vast majority were among the many ordinary men and women who went              
to war because they volunteered or had to, and didn’t come back. And we              
think of those who did come back but to a wheelchair-bound or limbless life,              
and others who would always be dependent on the care and assistance of others.              
Or those for whom the mental wounds would not heal. And we think of the               
families to whom servicemen returned, especially those who had to cope with a             
loved one greatly changed by the experience of war. 
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But with today’s Gospel reading in mind about being ready for the Lord, and              
all that he is about, we do well to remember that the sacrifice of so many has not                  
yet set us free, at least not in the fullest sense. We still have much to do before                  
we can truly celebrate what they stood up for and stood against; we have still to                
build the kind of society and world that truly honours their sacrifice. We still              
have to be prepared, to be vigilant, to be on our guard for the aggressor, the                
dictator, the demagogue, those whose power is based on greed and grudge, and             
who achieves it by sowing division and discord, and the persecution of all             
whose identity or opinion happens to be ‘different.’ We also know all too well              
the destructive ways of the desperate, disappointed or unhinged fanatic. Paris,           
Nice, London, Brussels, Vienna are among the most recent venues for their sick             
violence. Our security and military services continue to need all the support and             
prayer we can offer. 
  
But how we respond to such challenges, on a global or local or personal level is                
important. There is no doubt that acts of aggression must continue to be             
opposed, innocent people and nations need always to be defended. But how            
both past and present wars and violent acts form our own attitudes and actions is               
crucial. The Christian gospel has nothing to say to nations and peoples as a              
whole without saying it also to the individual. It makes clear that the peace of               
the world, the prevention of war and aggression begins with you and me, and              
the way we live our lives and especially the way we treat others. We do well to                 
examine ourselves to see if there is any trace of especially three ultimately             
destructive negatives in our hearts or attitudes. Three s’s: selfishness,          
separation and scapegoating. On a national or tribal level it is such sins that              
have always been the cause of war and conflict. 
  
We have been created to do better. St Paul tells us to try to live peaceably with                 
all, even to treat our enemies well, because in this way we may take the sting                
out of their aggression and help them to reassess their ways. Do not return evil               
with evil, he says. And, ‘do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with               
good.’ (See Romans 12) Building on this, as the contemporary American           
Benedictine nun, theologian and activist, Sister Joan Chittister says: ‘We must           
make Jesus’ words, ‘Love one another, as I have loved you,’ the foundation of              
national respect, the standard of our national discernment, the bedrock of both            
our personal relationships and a civilized society.’ 
 
So it is about choosing compassion rather than conflict, empathy rather than            
suspicion, inclusion of others rather than exclusion, planting seeds of hope and            
healing rather than hate and hurt. We have to find that all important peace              
within ourselves so that we can live at peace with those around us, whoever they               
are, fellow national and foreigner, whatever their race or tribe or belief or             
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orientation. When we can do that we are able to offer the best tribute there can                
ever be to those who have given their lives opposing the evil aggression and              
megalomania of the despot, the demagogue, the debased individuals and groups,           
and all who want to control our lives for their own sick purposes. 
  
The sacrifice of many, those we have known and loved, and the myriad             
unknown must spur us on to work for a just and peaceful world, even in our                
own small part of it, within the family, the neighbourhood, the local community             
and workplace. Lives that demonstrate union, solidarity, and compassion give          
us a share in the divine enterprise of creating and sustaining life, life as God               
intended it to be lived. As human beings, we all have the capacity to contribute               
to the creation of a community and world where everyone is a brother and a               
sister, with whom we are intimately and inseparably connected, and where we            
discover together our true humanity, formed in the image and likeness of God.  
 
A few moments of silent reflection are recommended 
 

The Profession of Faith 
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
is named. 
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 
with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on 
high. 
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Almighty Father, we thank you for bringing us together this day to worship you              
and to recall with tenderness and respect the many thousands who lost their             
lives in the wars of the last century. We come bringing our love, concern and               
worries for the world and your church. 
Lord in your mercy....... Hear our prayer 
 
Father Almighty, we bring before you all who lead your Church around the             
world: the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, our Bishops in Europe and            
leaders of other denominations. We ask that they may have wisdom,           
discernment and strength, and be a light to all people, directing them to you. We               
give thanks for our Sovereign Queen Elizabeth and her long years of reign and              
remember too King Felipe, Sovereign of our host country Spain.  
Lord in your mercy..... Hear our prayer. 
 
Compassionate Father, we pray for the governments of the world especially           
those of the United Kingdom and Europe as they seek to find a way forward in                
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these difficult times. We pray too for the United States whose influence            
stretches around the globe, and for peace and unity in that land following a              
divisive election. May the needs and hopes of the people always exceed the pull              
of power, and enable wisdom and responsibility in decision making which           
affects us all. 
Lord in your mercy......Hear our prayer. 
 
Father God, we pray for all those still caught up in conflicts across the world               
and acknowledge what may be our own confusion about war and the use of              
weapons. Father, help us to meet with you in these moments of worship and              
make us ever mindful of your goodness towards us and strengthen us to be              
aware of the needs of others. We pray for the peacekeepers of the world and               
those who work each day to bring justice to those who have none. As we pray                
for peace, give us peace in our hearts. 
Lord in your mercy...... Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray too for those we know who are ill, in hospital or in care homes, and we                  
give thanks for those who are on the road to recovery. We give thanks too for all                 
who have dedicated their lives to the care of others; our doctors, nurses,             
ambulance workers and those who work in medical science looking for new            
cures and treatments especially for Covid 19.  
Lord in your mercy......Hear our prayer. 
 
Father God, as we remember those we have loved and lost; you know our hearts               
and share our sorrows. We are hurt by our parting from those whom we loved:               
when we are angry at the loss we have sustained, when we long for words of                
comfort, yet find them hard to hear, turn our grief to truer living, our affliction               
to firmer hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Lord God, do not abandon us in our desolation. Keep us safe in the midst of                
trouble, and complete your purpose for us through your steadfast love and            
faithfulness. 
Lord in your mercy......Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,             
either by death or life: hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all whom we              
remember this day; fulfil in them the purpose of your love; and bring us all,               
with them, to your eternal peace and joy. 
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our            
Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
As people of hope, we pray to our Father in heaven the prayer of Jesus our                
Lord:  Our Father…….. 
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You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence                
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while. 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed your kingdom and restored            
the broken to wholeness of life: look with compassion on the anguish of the              
world, and by your healing power make whole both people and nations;            
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Remembrance provisions  
 
Act of Remembrance 
 
Let us remember before God, and commend to God’s safe keeping, those who 
have died for their country in war; those whom we knew, and whose memory 
we treasure, and all who have lived and died in the service of the peoples of this 
world. 
 
The Two minutes Silence 
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we 
will remember them.  
We will remember them. 
  
 
Let us pray. 
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Everlasting God, we remember those whom you have gathered from the storm 
of war into the peace of your presence; may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples and establish harmony among the nations, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Act of Commitment 

Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and our fellow men and 
women:  that we may help, encourage and comfort others, and support those 
working for the relief of the needy and for the peace and welfare of the nations. 
 
Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, in 
the cause of peace, 
for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
  
God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest; to the Church, our leaders, 
and all people, peace and concord; and to us and all his servants, life 
everlasting; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
  
A thought for the week 
‘Everywhere there are people who never lose hope that the values they learned in the best of 
times or the courage it takes to reclaim their world from the worst of times are worth the 
commitment of their lives.’ – Joan Chittister  
 
Contacts 
The Rev'd John Poole, Priest-in-Charge 
Tel: 922 74 20 45.  Mobile:  629 371 664  
UK mobile, (please use for texts & WhatsApp) +44 7899 793805  
ejpoole165@gmail.com  (rest day:  Tuesday)    
 
Marisha Carter, Licensed Reader & Secretary to Church Council 
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 - 922 85 79 90;  marishacarter@hotmail.com 
 
Gwen Furmston, Treasurer – 922 240 863  
  
Jean Kelly, Warden – 922 786 777   jjkelly.clam.15@hotmail.com 
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