
The Fourth Sunday of Easter – a liturgy for worship at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

We are reminded of God’s love for us in a special way today. His love keeps
calling each of us personally, and we hear his voice particularly through Jesus,
who is revealed to us in the Gospel today as our Good Shepherd. If we are
listening to him, we hear his voice in our prayer, in the words of Scripture, and
when he speaks to us from heart to heart in the Eucharistic celebration. And
let us not forget that Jesus also speaks to us in our fellow Christians and in the
people who seek our help in their need. He speaks to us in all the situations of
our life. He speaks his words of comfort now as we remember and pray for the
soul of our sister Margaret Rainton, who passed from this life to be with her
Saviour on Friday evening. In our churches we will keep an extended silence
after Communion concluding with a prayer which is also given here before the
concluding prayer.

Act of Penitence
Let us begin by seeking forgiveness for the times we have turned a deaf ear to
the risen Lord who continues calling us to follow him.

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, you laid down your life for your sheep, for all
the people you came to save:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, you know your sheep, all your people, and
those who accept you know you:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, you still have other sheep who are outside and
you want them to belong in your flock:
Lord, have mercy.

Have mercy on us, Lord. Forgive us for the times we have failed to follow your
lead. Seek us out and bring to us all the peace of your forgiveness and love,
and keep us following you on the road to everlasting life.  Amen.
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Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows, or some other hymn of praise:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:  raise us,
who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we
may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:5 – 12)

The rulers, elders, and scribes of the people assembled in Jerusalem, with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the
high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst,
they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and
to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. This Jesus is,
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his

name’s sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for

you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you

have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I

will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

A reading from the first letter of St John (3: 16 – 24)

We know love by this, that Jesus laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts
before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we
have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:
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Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord,
I know my own sheep and they know me.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John       (10: 11 – 18)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Those of you who love cricket (all of you reading this!?), would enjoy an old
Punch magazine cartoon depicting a village cricket team. The title above reads,
‘I turn out for the village cricket team because….’ And each member of the
team has a speech balloon over their head giving their reasons. My favourite is
the umpire who says, ‘Ff a sense of power, like a Roman emperor, thumbs
down and I can ruin a man’s weekend.’ Perhaps I like it because as an opening
or first change pace bowler in my playing days, it was always my duty and my
joy, to ruin the weekends of as many opposition batsmen as I could. In the
Punch cricket team there is also the local vicar who is saying, ‘a merry topical
quip in my Sunday sermon about Saturday’s match keeps my flock happy.’
Anyway, even though I have long since given up playing the beloved summer
game, this has been my merry topical quip for my flock today. So you can
rejoice and be glad, and pray for more of my cricketing reminiscences to come!
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The idea of the congregation, the laity, being the flock suggests that the clergy
are the shepherds. A parish priest or vicar is often known as the pastor. We
have a pastoral ministry. The chief shepherd of a Diocese is the bishop, whose
title also derives from shepherd and is symbolised by the crozier resembling a
shepherd’s staff or crook. In turn this understanding of ministry takes its
inspiration and model from today’s Gospel, the image of Jesus as the Good
Shepherd who loves his sheep so much that he is prepared to lay down his life
for them. And today, the fourth Sunday of Easter, commonly called Good
Shepherd Sunday, is also Vocations Sunday when we are particularly asked to
pray for more priests and ministers, more shepherds for the flock of Christ.

The shepherd model of ministry remains popular surely because it speaks
strongly of the tireless carer who spares no effort in searching for the one who
is lost or in some other situation of need. It is the sign that the individual has
real value and is cared for, something which appears to be lacking in many
areas of public service today. It expresses how each one of us is loved and
cared for by God. The shepherd image also speaks of unity and community,
that we are called as Christians to be one flock, not many. And it expresses the
Church’s mission of searching out and bringing in those who have gone astray
and those who are not yet in the fold. It is about caring leadership and
example.

The Middle Eastern shepherd led his sheep; they followed him. He did not
drive or coerce them. And he used the crook both ways: to hook it round the
sheep’s neck to pull it into line or out of danger, and also to push it out beyond
the immediate security of the fold, to find the pasturage. Pastoral ministry
involves both aspects: the rescuing and the seeking out, the encouraging and
the feeding; and also the sending out, the commissioning for service, the
letting go of the flock as a community and as individuals into the ministry and
mission fields of daily life.

Both aspects of pastoral ministry – the nurturing and the commissioning - are
represented in our worship. God calls us, brings us together here to speak to
us, to strengthen and nourish us. Then he sends or pushes us out into the
world to get on with it – to find our way as Christians in the world of every day
with all its routines and challenges. God lets us be. God trusts us, takes risks
with us.  How will we respond?

5



Jesus came, lived, died and rose again to give us life as God would wish it to be
lived. And that means giving us all a way of life, an example to copy. He does
not compel us to follow or obey him.  He calls, he invites, he encourages.

One thing that is definitely and thankfully absent from his model for ministry is
power and control. There is no place for that in the Christian life at any level.
Authority, yes; leadership, yes; but authority and leadership practised and
welcomed as it is exercised through encouragement, teaching, compassion and
care. And it needs to be remembered that the shepherds, the pastors remain
disciples, meaning learners, never infallible, sometimes vulnerable, but who
gratefully receive the encouragement and the guidance, of those they are
called to serve.

In Christ we find the true Shepherd who provides for all the needs of us, his
sheep. But to each other, and to all the people of this world, especially in our
own parts of it, we are all, each one of us, called to have a share in his
shepherding, his pastoral ministry. Clergy and other ministers may be leaders
in that work, but they are certainly not the only doers. The Church, the
Christian community is created to be an every-member ministry, a ‘priesthood
of all believers.’

As at this time we joyfully proclaim with our lips that Christ is risen, may we
resolve day by day to demonstrate that he is living and loving and caring in the
lives of each one of us, and in our life together as a Christ community. In a
doubting and disbelieving world that is the only compelling evidence of the
truth of our faith, and certainly the only evidence we should expect to have any
impact on the people who are not yet in the fold of Christ’s Church.

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended.

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds:

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Holy God, your Son taught his disciples to love all people as friends and
neighbours. We too are his disciples, and we offer our prayers on behalf of the
church, the world in which we live and all those with whom we share it.

Living God, you call us to lay down our lives for others. Help us, of St Francis
Church to try to aspire to love with actions and truth and not merely with
words or speech. We pray for the work of the Nuns of Vilaflor and Santiago de
Teide, Noah´s Ark and Happy-To-Help as they minister to those who are
underprivileged or homeless. We pray too for the work and witness of our
Charity shop and we ask for your protection on all helpers and visitors.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Loving God we pray for all world leaders that, using Jesus Christ the Good
Shepherd as the ultimate model of leadership, they would lead and care for
their own flocks in such a way that peace might abound, righteousness flourish
and injustice be eradicated. We lift to you the sovereigns and governments of
the United Kingdom and Spain; give them right judgement and wisdom as they
lead their people into the future. We pray that soon the Pandemic will end and
once more we will live in freedom.
Lord, in your Mercy........Hear our Prayer

Father God, help us to reach out to strangers in our midst. As we remember the
way the early Church lived in one heart and mind and shared everything they
had, may we too in this Church be always mindful of the needs of others less
fortunate and always welcome the newcomer joyfully into our community. On
this Good Shepherd Sunday, we pray for all who are called to a ministry of
pastoral leadership and care, especially Bishops Robert and David, as they
guide us from afar, and our own priest John who looks after us on a day-to-day
basis. We pray that you will raise up more men and women to train and join
the ranks of those you are calling to be shepherds of your flock throughout the
world.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Loving God we pray for those who do not know your peace and for those who
are struggling with their lives. We ask for your healing on those who are sick,
your strength for those who are tired and your love for those who live with
despair and fear. We lift to you especially Petrina Thompson, Carol Hart and
others who are known to us in sickness and need.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer
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Gracious God, we pray for our dear sister Margaret Rainton whose earthly
journey has come to an end, and for all others who now walk through the
valley of the shadow of death. We know that you are with them and have gone
before them to prepare them a table overflowing with all good things. Guide
those who are left behind and uphold them in their sorrow with the assurance
of your goodness and love.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Everlasting God, we ask that you would bless us here at St. Francis with vision
for the future and reverence for the past. Guide us each day as we minister to
one another and to the world. Help us each day to bear witness to your name
and to do your bidding, always mindful of your amazing love for us.
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

As God’s beloved sons and daughters, we pray to our Father the prayer of
Jesus, our Good Shepherd:
Our Father……….

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

Remembering Margaret
God our Father, we thank you that you have made each of us in your own
image and given us gifts and talents with which to serve you. We thank you for
Margaret, the years we shared with her, the good we saw in her, the love we
received from her. Now give us strength and courage to leave her in your care,
confident in your promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Concluding Prayer
Compassionate Father, you gave your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ to be the
good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:  keep
us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and with those you love and pray for, today
and always.  Amen.

Let us go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!
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