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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

Daybreak Dawnings from Pastor Marty
Be Born in Us Today

On
December
20th,
1995, the TV magazine
show, "Dateline NBC,”
ran a segment titled
“The Nightmare before
Christmas.” A camera
crew followed a family of
six from suburban New
Jersey as they waded their
way through Advent. Two
exhausted,
overworked
parents (especially Mom,
who was doing most of
the work); four overstimulated,
demanding
kids,
shoving
and
screaming in the mini-van;
$2,000 spent on Christmas
gifts
in
overcrowded
stores, all were caught on
camera. It wasn't a pretty picture. But it was an accurate
reminder of what the Christmas season can be like.
We pack so much into this once-a-year event,
that I thought it might be interesting to separate the
celebration of Christ's birth from December 25. Maybe
it would be less hectic if we celebrated His birth at
other times of the year, or more than once in a year!
Why not in the Spring – like on Monday of Holy Week,
just before he goes to the cross to die for us? Or why
not Christmas in July when we’re all more relaxed and
thinking of or experiencing vacation? Or maybe even
in September when we give birth to another school
year?

The truth of the matter is that we don't know the
exact birth date of Jesus. Does that shock you? Pope
Julius officially established December 25 as
Christmas in 350 A.D. Under the old Roman calendar
(slightly different from ours) December 25 was the
winter solstice, the shortest, darkest day of the year.
A lot of pagan partying, including excessive eating
and drinking, took place on and around December 25
(some things just don’t change, do they?). So the Pope
proclaimed the winter solstice the Birthday of Jesus. It
was a powerful reminder that Christ is the Light of the
World, a Light that shines in the darkness, which the
darkness cannot overcome. But the date was made up.
So, you and I are free to celebrate the birth of Jesus
any day we want, and every day, if we choose!
With this in mind, the last verse from "O Little Town
of Bethlehem" keeps running through my head:

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter
in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas
angels the great glad tidings
tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!"

Wouldn't it be wonderful
if Jesus could be born in us,
in some new way, each and
every day? He was born of
the Virgin Mary once. And
Jesus can also be born in us,
again and again.
Many years ago noted
author Madeleine L’Engle
daily invited the Spirit of
Christ into her life. She sat quietly by a small brook in
a green glade, with her feet dangling in the water, and
many helpful, spiritual books were born in her.
So the question for us might be: have we established
a place of daily "peace and quiet" where we can
meet the "Spirit of Christ?" Who knows what the
Spirit might do in us and through us, if we gave it half
a chance.
What that means is putting up in our lives one of
those signs you sometimes see in stores: UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT. We're under new management
if we invite the Spirit of Christ into our lives. Our
circumstances may not change. The shepherds, for
instance, went back to tending their sheep -- good
thing for the sheep!
continued on page 2
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(Pastor’s Article continued from page one)

In the eleventh century, King Henry III of Bavaria,
tired of being king, applied to become a contemplative
at a local monastery. The prior met the king at the
door and asked, "Your Majesty, do you understand
that the pledge here is one of obedience? That will be
hard because you have been king." "I understand," said
King Henry, "for the rest of my life, I will be obedient
... as Christ leads you." "Then," said the prior, "go back
to your throne and serve faithfully in the place where
God has put you." When he died, it was written of King
Henry, "[He] learned to rule by being obedient." King
Henry's circumstances did not change. But his attitude
did. From then on, he was under new management.
His life belonged to Christ. And we don't have to be
people of power to be useful. God made excellent
use of an obedient peasant girl named Mary, and of a
faithful carpenter named Joseph.

Here is a quick overview from the
December Council Meeting.
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The congregational meeting has been delayed to
February 28, 2021. This because we have not been
at Church in-person and there are certain protocols
that need to be followed leading up to the meeting.
Therefore, the extension will hopefully allow us time
to safely meet and give us time to bring everything
together. Please remember there will be an option to
join us by conference call. In order to vote you need
to either attend in-person or via the conference call.
We are still accepting nominations for Council for next
year

Christmas is not just about December 25, and parties
and presents. Christmas is about a Living Presence,
"The Spirit Of Christ," "Emmanuel," "God with us,"
every day. Jesus doesn't have to stay "Away In A
Manger" in a "Little Town Of Bethlehem." He can be
born in us, and live in us, and work God's will through
us, every day; and all year long throughout the year of
our Lord 2021!

A special thank you to everyone who assisted in
making the Christmas Eve services possible this year.
I hope everyone was able to enjoy the recordings
from home. If you are interested in supporting the
streaming of the service, please let me know so we can
get you trained and on the schedule.
Pastor Courtney, Ben, Charlie and Alice Ann
continue to do well. Please continue to keep Pastor in
your prayers as she continues to bravely go through
her treatment

If we establish a place of peace and quiet, if we put
ourselves under new management, if we say daily:
"Behold, we are the servants of the Lord. Let it be to
us according to your word;" then, we, too, can be the
birthing place of Jesus; and Christmas will be every
day!

God’s Peace,
Joe Turek

january Worship Schedule
Jan. 3rd – Second Sunday of Christmas
(Live Streamed & Recorded for viewing on the
Internet) Sermon: Into the Mess (based on Gospel:
John 1:10-18)

erma’s inspirations
The Eyes of God
God’s eyes are always watching,
They are never far way;
His ears are always open,
To hear us when we pray.

Jan. 10 – Baptism of Our Lord
(Live Streamed & Recorded for viewing on the
Internet) Sermon: Welcome (based on Gospel: Mark
1:4-11)

His hands are thus extended,
To lift us should we fall;
His voice will give an answer,
If upon Him we will call.

Jan. 17 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
(Hopefully the Resumption of In Person Worship)
Sermon: God’s Call (based on First Lesson: I Samuel
3:1-20)
Jan. 24 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: But the Fish Aren’t Biting (based on
Gospel: Mark1:14-20)

His heart is always broken,
When we turn away from Him;
Yet, He is more than anxious
To send light when life looks dim.

Jan. 31 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Supply Pastor

His feet will walk before us,
Leaving footprints we can see;
His love will wrap around us,
And His grace will set us free.

Pastoral Acts

There were no pastoral Acts this month.

-Frances Culp Wolfe
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COVID Update

Food
Pantry
news

The
cases
of COVID are
i n c r e a s i n g
exponentially
in
our area and are
predicted to rise
even more after
the Christmas and
New Year holidays.

THANK YOU JACK!
THE END OF AN EXTRAORDINARY ERA! On
December 31st, Jack Warntz will be retiring as
coordinator of the food pantry here at Grace. Beginning
in 1987, Jack began helping Floyd Meisenhelter by
over-seeing the packing and distribution of our food
boxes while Floyd took care of ordering the food and
paying the bills. Then in 1999, Jack took complete
charge which then included ordering, picking up,
packing, distribution and even delivering the boxes to
our clients. A that time there were about 50 families
that relied on Grace for the food boxes. Over the years
that number has fluctuated reaching 250 during the
times that Pastor Anne served our church, then down
to 95 when many places began helping people during
the beginning of the Pandemic.

As a result of this news, the Executive Committee
determined that we are going to continue to implement
precautionary measures and keep the church closed to
in-person worship until January 17.
We ask that anyone requesting access to the church
between now and then receive permission from Joe
Turek at 443-243-6295.
Grace worship leaders are working to prerecord the
two Sunday services and have them available online
through the website, Facebook, and YouTube. The
Contemporary Service will play at 9:00 a.m. online and
the Traditional Service will play at 10:45 a.m. You can
also watch them any time after this. Make sure you
invite family and friends to join you in worshiping
together online.

On Monday, December 14, Jack completed his last
distribution with a rainy and snowy weather event.
Because of COVID mitigations, we held the distribution
outside to protect our volunteers and our clients. In
an effort to supply some Christmas cheer, we set up
tents to allow us to put out coats, shoes, blankets and
children’s toys. Everyone and everything got wet but
no one cared. It was especially wonderful to help the
young mother who came with her infant in a baby seat
protected only with a thin blanket. Believe it or not,
among those donated coats was a baby snowsuit that
was the exact size that the baby needed. Just seeing the
joy on the mother’s face was worth all of the trouble.
During his years of working with the pantry, Jack has
given many hours of his time not only with providing
food but also providing a caring atmosphere for all
of the people who rely on our church for help. It has
not been unusual for the pantry phone to ring in the
evening or the weekend with someone looking for
emergency help because their children were hungry.

We will also keep you advised of any other updates
as we plan for reopening in 2021. We are grateful for
you and praying that all will stay safe at this time.

What’s In the Display case?

On Sunday, November 8, 2020 Sandy Stauffer left us
to be with our Lord. She was a faithful member of our
cabinet display crew and
so we honor her with a
special showcase display
all her own. We enjoyed
our time together and
usually enjoyed the
results. We have many
pleasant memories of
working with Sandy.
Thank you, Sandy for
all you have done with
us and for us.
Well
done good and faithful
servant of our Lord. We
shall miss you greatly.

We are very fortunate to have members of our
congregation step up to take charge of the work. Dave
Dennish, Leif Ericsson, Peggy Gardner, Chris Golden,
and Keith McCleary have been meeting during the
past month to develop a plan for moving forward into
2021. There will be some changes in procedures but
the mission of the pantry will endure. Of course, Jack
intends to be available to assist these volunteers in any
way possible as they become the sole organizers. Please
remember that we will still need to have your help with
donations of money and time to survive. The Easter
distribution will be in March but until we see what
happens with the Pandemic, we will be packing boxes
by using family groups who volunteer by contacting
any of the new workers for the pantry. In conclusion,
Jack would like to thank everyone who helped him
during his tenure as co-ordinator of the pantry. “I
was so blessed to have such willing and long-lasting
cooperation that enabled us to fulfill the mission of the
Grace Lutheran Food Pantry." You know who you are
because Jack is worried about missing someone if he
attempts to make a list.

The Cabinet Committee

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Lutheran Camping

Book Club
We were unable to have
our December meeting due
to the COVID closure at
church, so we will discuss
the December pick in
January (hopefully) on
January 21 at 6:30 p.m.
The book club meets every
third Thursday of the
month. We pick a book and get free copies from the
York County Library system. If you would like to join
us, contact Jennifer Rudolf or Geri Jacobs for more
information.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Here are the Winter events at the
Lutheran Camps:
*Winter
Youth
Retreat
at
Kirchenwald - Saturday, January 9
from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sunday,
January 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. $80 (both days)
| Grades 3-9
*2021 Chicken & Waffles at Nawakwa - Canceled
*Winter Fun Day at Kirchenwald - January 17 and
February 21 from 1 – 6:00 p.m.| Free Will Offering

Now Hiring Summer Staff

The book for this month is Finding Chika by Mitch
Albom. MitchAlbom.com gives this synopsis:

We are hiring summer staff to help make this the best
summer ever for our campers and guests. Serve others,
grow in faith & community, and have a blast working
at camp this summer! Learn more and apply online on
the website.

I realized families are like pieces of art: They can be
made from many materials. Sometimes they are from
birth, sometimes they are melded, sometimes they are
forcibly constructed, and sometimes they are merely
the confluence of time and circumstance, mixing
together, like eggs being scrambled in a Michigan
kitchen. But they are all real. Chika was a daughter
to a number of people. And for the last two years, she
was ours, gloriously ours… We did not lose a child. We
were given one.
— Mitch Albom, “Chika’s
Story” in the Detroit Free
Press

CAMPPERSON Meetings - Update
The Lutheran Camping Corporation (LCC) is looking
for volunteer CampPersons (ambassadors, liaisons,
representatives) in as many of our congregations
as possible. Being a CampPerson is not a difficult
task, especially for people who love camp… because
the primary responsibility is keeping people in
your congregation informed of opportunities at
Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm. Does
that sound like something you could do? (We think it
does.) To sweeten the pot, campers from CampPerson
congregations receive a $20 discount on any week-long
resident youth camp registration.

Chika Jeune was born three
days before the devastating
earthquake that decimated Haiti
in 2010. She spent her infancy in
a landscape of extreme poverty,
and when her mother died giving
birth to a baby brother, Chika was brought to the Have
Faith Haiti Mission & Orphanage that Albom operates
in Port-au-Prince.

There will be no in-person CampPerson meetings in
2021. Online Training - available January 17-31
https://www.lutherancamping.org/campperson/
training/ The CampPerson Zoom Meeting - January
17, 1:30 p.m. For new CampPersons or those that want
to see the LCC Staff’s smiling faces. Please RSVP and
we will get you all of the details!

With no children of their
own, the forty-plus children
who live, play, and go to school
at the orphanage have become
family to Mitch and his wife,
Janine. Chika’s arrival makes
a quick impression. Brave and
self-assured, even as a threeyear-old, she delights the
other kids and teachers. But
at age five, Chika is suddenly
diagnosed with something a
doctor there says, “No one in
Haiti can help you with.”
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ATTENTION HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS
Pastor Marty is dedicated to calling each of
you. He is finding that most are not answering
their phones. If you would like to talk to Pastor
Marty, answer calls from x 2342. Please note
that he has a 724 area code due to living in the
Pittsburgh area

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
January’s flowers:
05 - In memory of the deceased loved
ones by Nancy Grissinger.
The pedestal flowers are in
memory of Primrose McCallum.

January Celebrations

Happy Birthday

12 - In memory of Ethel, Helen,
Nevin, Nolan & Glen by sister
Erma Grim

01-Kathy Vivian
02- Richard Hollingworth
02- Richard Webster
03- Jay Keener
03- Kody Peters
05- Patrick Gwinn
05- Todd Osterhaus
06- Maigan Hoover
08- Jackie Atkins
09- Nancy Mccleary
13- Tammy Golden
13- Josie Shoffner
14- Evans Fishel
15- Glenn Smeltzer
17- Dennis Grove
17- Christopher Hanzlik
17- Marian Warner
19- Rae Williams
20- Lynette Grim
20- Dylan Peters
25- Heidi Einsig
27- Edward Dellinger
28- Cora Sue Herbst
30- Lisa Crawford
30- Steven Gross
30- Duane Hartman

The pedestal flowers are In
memory of Peggy Keener.
19 - In memory of my parents, Mary
& Jacob Valentine, for all the
loved ones & in honor of the
Senior Choir.
The pedestal flowers are
in memory of Dorothy
& Curvin Thoman
26 - In loving memory of Clark Jacobs
by the family.
February’s flowers:
02 - In memory of Ian McCleary by
the family.
09 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by
the family.
16 - In memory of David Grim by
Erma Grim & family.
23 - In memory of Peggy Keener by
the Keener Family.

Wedding Anniversaries
11- Cindy Christenberry
23- Lin & Peg Rotz
29- Dennis & Vickie Grove

The Beacon staff wishes
everyone a positive and
glorious new year!
The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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31
9 am Contemporary
Service
10:45 Traditional
Service

19

26

25

12
7:00 pm Finance
Meeting

5

18
Martin Luther King
Day (office closed)

11

10
9:00 am Online
Contemporary Service
10:45 am Online
Traditional Service

17
In-person worship
scheduled to resume,
online still available
9:00 am Contemporary
Service
10:45 am Traditional
Service
24
9:00 am Contemporary
Service
10:45 am Traditional
Service
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3
9:00 am Online
Contemporary Service
10:45 am Online
Traditional Service

27
7pm Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

20
7pm Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

13
7pm Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

6
Epiphany
7pm Handbell Choir
Rehearsal

28
6:30 pm Mug Club

21
6:30pm Book Club

14
6:30 pm Council
Meeting
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January

29

22

15

8

1
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

30

23

16

9

2

Notes

