
St Francis of Assisi, Patronal Festival – a liturgy for use at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

If St. Francis of Assisi was an inspiration in the 13th century, he remains an
inspiration today. In the face of the worst forces of materialism where the few have
much and the many have little, the need of the values of God and gospel are never
more urgent. And as an environmental catastrophe is inevitable if we do not change
our ways, the example of the saint who was one with nature and the creation urges
and should inspire us to live in better harmony with the earth, the home which God
has given us. As we celebrate our parish patron today let us be mindful of his
example and witness to responsible and Christ-like Christian living.

Act of Penitence
God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before him in love. Let us confess our sins and failings and ask him
who is rich in mercy for forgiveness and peace.

You give your kingdom to the poor in spirit:
Lord, have mercy.

You give the earth for an inheritance to those who are meek:
Christ, have mercy.

You show yourself to those who are pure in heart:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, forgive us our hesitations and cowardice in living up to the gospel. Help us to
serve you with generous love and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria, or some other hymn of praise, or this ‘unfolding’ of the ancient canticle, the Te Deum:

Men and women: praise the God of Love.  Earth and sky worship the Creator.
Angelic powers of light eternal, penetrating the ancient dark: lift your voices with the
song:

Holy, holy, holy, strange mysterious power, the whole creation is full of your glory.

Saints and holy fools of every generation, sing alleluia, alleluia.
Prophets crying out for justice, sing alleluia, alleluia.
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Martyrs who carried you in their wounds, scars embodied in their glory, sing alleluia,
alleluia.
Your holy and stumbling people in all times and places, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Giver of life, of splendour and wonder, tender, of infinite patience!
Bearer of pain, graceful and true, with wounds bringing salve!
Maker of love, flaming and passionate, guiding us into the truth!

Universal Christ, we greet you in your glory, hidden deep in the being of God.
Word made flesh to deliver us, brought to life by human touch.

Glad to be born of Mary, embodying the divine, withdrawing the sting of death,
terrifying us with love unbounded, offering to fulfil all we could desire, opening the
road to God’s presence for ever, guarding the freedom of the creation, yearning for
the gathering of the harvest.

Come, then, judge and deliver us, who are freed at the cost of your life.  Give us
integrity to refuse what is evil; give us your Spirit to discern what is true, and lead us
with all your saints to lands of eternal glory.

Collect of the Day
O God, you ever delight to reveal yourself to the childlike and lowly of heart; grant
that, following the example of the blessed Francis, we may count the wisdom of the
world as foolishness and know only Jesus Christ and him crucified, who is alive and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Today’s readings:

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
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but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I
sent it.

For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off.

For the word of the Lord:   Thanks be to God.
Isaiah 55:6-13

Psalm 16: 1, 4, 6, 7 & 10

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my God.’
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.

You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will
follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded
on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers
and sisters. Amen.

For the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
Galatians 6:14-18
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Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia!
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.
Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat,
or about your body, what you will wear.  For life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds!  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of
life?  If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about
the rest?  Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for
what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.  For it is
the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that
you need them.  Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you
as well.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.  Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ
Luke 12 :22-34

Homily
In the hamlet of Montauto, close to the town of Arezzo in Tuscany there is a castello,
a cross between a tiny castle and a country house. It is the home of a noble Italian
couple, a count and countess, who graciously let part of their property to visitors,
whom they invite to join them for some suitable refreshment during their stay.

The castello harbours a precious secret. Early in the 13th century, sometime before
the year 1220, a tramp turned up at the gateway of the castello early one evening.
His clothes were filthy, and he was clearly exhausted and hungry. He had called
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simply for some bread and water. The occupants of the house, being a devout
family, responded with immediate generosity.

They invited their bedraggled visitor in, gave him a good meal, a glass of the local
wine and a bed for the night. During that evening, as conversation wore on, it
became clear that this was no ordinary tramp. This was one Francesco Bernadone
who was already well known as the founder of a thriving community of mendicant
friars.  He was none other than Francis of Assisi.

Before daybreak Francis had gone on his way. He had been working with lepers and
the poor for some weeks, hence his bedraggled and worn state. But the impact of
his brief visit to Montauto was, as so often in his life, unforgettable. It was
transformative for those who experienced his presence. He had already begun a
revolution in the mediaeval Church, a Church which, at the institutional level at least,
had forgotten where it had come from, forgotten what it was, forgotten how to live
by the values and message of Jesus. The Franciscans were now travelling with those
values and that message as far as Britain.

Rooted in the gospel, prayer, and the sacraments of the Church, the radical yet
faithfully orthodox vision of Francis was a universal one. He had himself already
been to the Middle East to try to bring to an end the tragedy of the Crusades, sadly
unsuccessfully. But he did open a door to dialogue with Islam which continues
today.

Perhaps we know Francis best because he is largely responsible for the Christmas
crib and nativity play. The annual harvest thanksgiving that we observe today long
postdates Francis, but there is little doubt he would have highly approved of it, given
his relationship to the creation, the earth, as well as his heart for the poor. Francis
believed that nature itself was the mirror of God. He would certainly be at the
forefront of the vital ecological and environmental causes of today.

Francis certainly did see all of creation, including all human beings, as part of the one
family of God. He gave created forms such names as Brother Sun and Sister Moon.
One of his early followers, John Duns Scotus, from Scotland, gave this a theological
explanation by saying, in essence, that God’s first “idea” was to pour out divine,
infinite love into finite, visible forms. The Creation itself, the universe including our
world is the first Incarnation, the first manifestation of God’s being that was once
pure Spirit. The Christ Mystery was the blueprint of reality from the very start. And
that blueprint, that Word, as the Gospel of John calls it, became flesh and dwelt
among us. In Jesus we have seen God’s original idea and plan take on human form.

And by being human ourselves, we too are incarnations of God. We are made in
God’s image and likeness as the early verses of the Bible tell us, even if we often fail
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to realise it or know how to live up to our divine nature. So Jesus comes among us,
not so much as a god to be worshipped but primarily as an example, a model for us
to follow. He is, as he called himself, the human one, (‘Son of Man’ in the old
language). He reveals humanity as God intended it, intended us, to be.

Perhaps no one else in history has lived after the example of Jesus in such a literal
and practical way as Francis of Assisi. He once said, “Preach the Gospel at all times;
and when absolutely necessary, use words.” Francis was all about orthopraxy: living
and practising the gospel, about the right lifestyle and values, being outward looking
and inclusive; rather than centring on pure orthodoxy, which is often simply an
obsession with so-called correct beliefs, words and rituals.

Francis turned round people’s attitudes to lepers and leprosy, the big disease of the
day which so excluded those who suffered from it both medically and socially. He
exemplified the life which Jesus challenged people to live, that is to live in the
gospel. That included giving up all those material things you cling to, but which fail
to produce life; give up your power, your posturing, your misguided priorities, as
Jesus demanded and said to those who would listen, ‘Come, follow me.’

Whenever church life descends into issues about almost anything but the gospel,
we need a St Francis to remind us of what we are here for. That is, with our lips and
through our lives to make Jesus Christ known, to be compassionate instead of
competitive, to spread the spirit of love and harmony within our church and with all
to whom we relate, to practice welcome and hospitality, to be able to live and love
with disagreement and diversity, to live more simply and to be servants to all,
especially those who are in any kind of need. Obsessing or focusing on anything else
is a distraction, a waste of energy, and makes our claim to be Christian a complete
falsehood.

Francis of Assisi made an impact in his world and time by demonstrating in a
particular way what a truly Christ-like life looks like. It is only by our living and
growing in the gospel, seeking to embrace authentic Christian lives and lifestyles that
our church worship and membership is going to mean anything or have any impact
in the sceptical, cynical and spiritually impoverished times we live in. May the
example and prayers of our beloved patron lead us to greater wholeness, holiness,
and confidence as followers of Jesus.

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended

The Profession of Faith
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his
love.
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us come now before our Father, trusting in his great mercy and love for us. We
give thanks for all who have gone before us in ministry and witness. Especially we
remember our Patron St. Francis; for your grace revealed in him and for all that
inspires us from his life; for his insight into the mystery of Christ and for every way in
which his faith continues to speak to us today. As he heard and responded to your
call to holiness of life may we too hear your call upon our lives and be given the
Grace to obey.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Father God, we pray for your Church throughout the world and particularly for its
leaders, remembering Archbishop Justin and our Bishop in Europe, Robert, and area
Bishop David, our priest John and all who minister to us week by week and help to
fulfil our spiritual hunger.
We pray for our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters worldwide, and for their leader
who has chosen to be known as Francis. May our links with all our ecumenical
partners, here and everywhere, grow in accordance with your will and to lead us into
ever deeper friendship and respect, learning from each other the way of love.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Father God, we pray for our own church of St. Francis, and for all who worship and
serve you in our three centres of worship. We also remember the church of All
Saints Puerto de la Cruz and their priest, Ron. May we all continue to receive your
grace to grow into the likeness of Christ; may we persevere in prayer and seek new
light and truth from your word. We ask for your continuing blessing on our charity
shop.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Father of all compassion we raise to you the governments of the world and their
leaders. Help them to make wise and just decisions that benefit their citizens and
make this wonderful world you have created a place of peace.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Creator God we pray for harvests in parts of your world suffering drought, natural
disaster, disease and terrorism. We pray for the struggling and the oppressed.
Help all whose work goes unrewarded or whose produce is undervalued to realise
their true value and worth and to be paid a fair wage for their labours. We pray for
all Fair Trade organisations who support those without voice or power.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.
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Father, help us to draw other people into the circle of your love. Be with us as we
relate to our friends and families and with those with whom we do business or
spend our leisure time. Help us to be aware of all who need our help and to know
how best to assist or care for them. We ask for your healing touch upon all whom we
know and love who are sick in body, mind or spirit. We pray especially today for our
neighbouring island of La Palma and for those suffering great difficulty following the
destruction of their homes, and living with the fear of what is still to come as the
volcano continues to be active.  Be with all who are working tirelessly to bring relief.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Father of all mercies we commend into your hands all whose earthly pilgrimage has
come to an end. May those who mourn them be comforted by the good news of the
risen Lord. Bring us all at the last to the eternal city where there shall be no more
death or grieving but only life, light and peace in your presence for ever.
Lord hear us……Lord Graciously hear us.

Holy God, as we leave this church today, we ask that your guiding hand may be upon
our lives. Make us always grateful for the harvest and bounty of your creation and all
those who provide for our daily needs, and we ask you to continue to inspire us
again with your Spirit so that those who have, may readily share with those who
have not.
Merciful Father……accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

With his obedient servant Jesus Christ, we seek God’s will and with him we pray that
we may not refuse to serve our Father well:
Our Father…….

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence just sit
in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and across
the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving the
Precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup of
Life, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son who gave
his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I may be
filled with your presence. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
Lord of heaven and earth, we thank you in the poverty of our hearts that you have
let us share the company of Jesus your Son, notwithstanding our inadequate faith
and lukewarm love. We ask you to keep accepting us in our weaknesses, help us to
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be and to do better, and to render wholehearted service to our brothers and sisters
in their various kinds of need.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Blessing
May God give us grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and steadfastness; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us all
today and always.  Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen.

A note from John.
It has been my pleasure to compile these services for worship at home over the past 18 months.
With so many of you now returning, hopefully, to physical community worship in church, I feel it is
time to review whether to continue our online and website orders of service each Sunday. Please
would you send me a line or give me a call as to whether you wish me to continue this service.
Whether yes or no, I will continue to send out some reflections each Friday on the following
Sunday’s readings, and then the homily on the Sunday.
Many thanks and blessings to you all.
John

9



10


