
From our NT reading: You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and

were created.

Three powerful readings, raising 3 very different emotions, but sitting brilliantly
together.  If you only took our first 2 readings, from Genesis and Revelation,
you could almost imagine that, from the intimacy of the Garden of Eden to the
awestruck worship of the heavenly court, the relationship between humanity
and God had always been one of unbroken fellowship.

But there is a subtle difference between the 2 passages.  What has happened
to turn the playful closeness to God that the man and the woman enjoyed into
this awestruck need to worship a God of glory and might?  

But we have a Gospel reading too.  Take all 3 readings together and they can
speak to us on a much more personal level.  The Genesis account is one person,
thousands of years ago, trying to paint a word picture to explain why God
created the world the way he did, the Revelation scene is part of one man’s
God-given vision, and the Gospel reading centres on Jesus and a group of
individuals, the disciples.  Put all 3 together and they are about individual
people like us.  They can speak to us about our personal history with God.  Bear
that in mind as we look further into those readings.

As far as Creation is concerned, we tend to be more familiar with the account
in the first chapter of Genesis, telling us how God made humanity as the
culmination of his labours.  It is a straightforward pictorial account of how it all
happened.  

Genesis 2, however, in giving us a second story of God’s creation, is much more
interested in why it all happened.  Humanity is still scene as central, but here
man is made first, and everything else is then made to keep him company.  As
God makes all the living creatures, he brings them to Adam, to see what he’ll
call them.  There is an unimaginable closeness between God and the man that
he has made.

But already there is a hint of what is to come.  The tree of the knowledge of
good and evil is growing there, with all its tempting fruit. Sin will enter and
spoil the picture.  But, in our reading, all we get is the peace and closeness that
exist between God, Adam, and Eve.  They don’t need, explicitly, to worship
God, here in Eden; they just need to live with him.

Maybe you were brought up in a Christian family, went to Sunday School and
were raised on all the nicer Bible stories and gentle versions of the harsher
ones, and sang all those children’s hymns like Jesus wants me for a sunbeam
and Gentle Jesus, meek and mild.  



Or maybe little of that played a part in your childhood, but if you had any
relationship with God at all, it was almost certainly a gentle, cosy relationship. 
Just like Genesis 2.

Move to the other end of the Bible and in our NT reading from Revelation 4
that natural, quiet closeness has gone, replaced by the vision of God’s
splendour, and our proper worship of it.

Revelation’s description of the heavenly court is meant as much to mystify as to
clarify.  What is seen must be described, but in terms that show it is beyond
any human imagination.  So, in our Revelation reading, the one seated on the
throne is not described in personal terms.  The images that come to the
author’s mind, as he describes his vision, are those of jewels and the rainbow,
an impression of brightness and glorious light.  The creatures around the
throne don’t fit into ordinary earthly categories.  But the 24 elders who sit
around the indescribable throne are recognisable human figures.  The worship
that they and the strange creatures offer can be put into words, with the
assumption that we can share in that at least.  And we do: every time we come
to a service of Holy Communion, and the priest bids us join with all the
company of heaven, as we say: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. When we say
those words later in the service, take the bidding seriously and imagine the
whole company of Heaven reciting it with you.  Powerful stuff!

So, between Genesis and Revelation, a distance has opened up between
human beings and God.  The familiarity and ease of the relationship between
God and the man and the woman has matured into the awe and the
knowledge of our created dependence, with which this chapter of Revelation
ends.  But in that awe and knowledge we can worship God more fully.  In
worshipping God, Revelation implies heaven and earth are united, and we are
again in, or at least moving towards, our proper relationship, knowing who
made us, - and who wills our existence.

We may be in something approaching our right relationship with God, but
things have changed.  Gone is that cosy, playful closeness.  We grew up and we
became absorbed in the fascinations and frustrations the world has to offer. 
Perhaps we abandoned God completely.  Perhaps you held on to your faith
through thick and thin, but even so that cosy, playful closeness has changed. 
That faith, for all of us, has changed, or returned as something different, or
maybe you’re still looking for that faith, a new and glorious faith worth all that
searching and waiting.

Our faith had to change.  Childhood faith equips us to cope with childhood, but
the world can be a cold, challenging, devious place and we discovered that



childhood faith had to develop if it was to support us, help us be faithful to
Jesus Christ.  Maybe it didn’t develop and that’s why some of us abandoned
ship.  But God never abandons us and he brought us, or is bringing us, back into
a strong relationship with him.  And when we realise what has happened, of
course our side of the relationship becomes one of awestruck, grateful
worship.  

But that faith doesn’t just change on its own.  God sent Jesus to turn the world
back to him.  He sends Jesus into each and every life where, if he is welcomed
in, he can change that life and give it a new and strong faith, a new and strong
relationship with God, a new and stronger way of dealing with all the world can
throw at us.  Jesus is our bridge from the old to the new.  He died to set us free,
his whole life sets us free.

So, in Luke’s Gospel, we see Jesus acting like the Creator, bringing order out of
chaos, commanding the waters.  As God and man, Jesus holds together Creator
and created, as he stands in the boat and calms the storm.

We may ask, with the disciples, Who then is this, that he commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him? But, O happy creatures that we are,
we have been given the answer.  He is God, our God and he is also a human
being like ourselves.  Let us bring to him the chaos of our lives, the darkness. 
Let us lay it before him, let him calm it and us, making it manageable, giving us
the strength and will to deal with it.  

Jesus Christ has closed the gulf between us and God.  Let us accept that, work
to make it real in our lives.  Then we can truly join our voices with the voices of
heaven, and sing: You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and
were created.


