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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: A Sign of Welcome
When I was
growing up in
Upstate New
York, my mom
had a wooden
pineapple that
hung
over
our
home’s
main entrance.
I
never
questioned
it, as it was
a l w a y s
there, placed
prominently for us to see as we entered and left the
house, but as I grew older, I started to realize how odd
it was. Why in the world did we have a tropical fruit
decoration? What was so important about a pineapple
that it had this place of honor on our wall? We didn’t
even eat pineapple that much!
What I have learned is that the pineapple is a far
more important aspect of our household hospitality
than I realized at the time. According to Chef Clyde
Serda, pineapples first gained popularity in Europe
as sign of the highest hospitality due to their sweet
flavor and high cost (“The Story of the Pineapple, A
Symbol of Hospitality”). Being shipped from across
the Atlantic, they were not easy nor cheap to come by,
and so presenting a pineapple to your guest was an
act of great honor—showing them you would spare no
expense in welcoming them and bringing them joy.
Hospitality is important. How we welcome someone
into our house can tell them a lot about who we are and
what we hold dear. Are our most prized possessions,
meant to bring them and us joy, locked away or
proudly displayed right in front of them so that they
can see and touch these items of honor?
If we, as Lutheran Christians, had to come up with
two things that are our most prized gifts, they would
be Holy Communion and Holy Baptism. These two
sacraments tell us who we are (beloved children of God),
whose we are (claimed by the Triune God), and what
we are called to (serve and love God and neighbor as
we look toward the cross of Christ). If we as Lutherans,
in any time and place, had something to put in a place
of honor as a sign of hospitality and love that God has
for all who enter His house of worship, it would be
the baptismal font and the table set for Communion.

In these two
ordinary yet
holy
things,
God
comes
to
us
and
offers us what
nothing else
in this world
can
give—
God’s
very
self, crucified
and
raised,
promised and
given for us.

For us, the font and table are the places of honor
where we meet the Holy most fully in our world. It is
at the font and table that God offers for all who enter
our house of worship a place to receive the gift of
welcome that God has given to us: his only Son given
to the broken world, that continually calls all people to
God’s very self. It is the gift our broken world thirsts
for and desperately needs. It is God’s greatest gift to
us, God’s own Son. It’s a costly gift, the most expensive
gift that could be offered to anyone. And it is a welcome
not only into our house of worship, but into the life of
Christian discipleship as we walk together in the way
of the Cross.
May you always feel welcome and may the font and
table be places for you to not only see but experience
fully the welcome of God in Christ Jesus, given for
you.
Your sister-in-Christ,
+Pastor Courtney
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Council President’s Letter

s
w
e
N

As I get ready to write this month’s article for The
Beacon, I feel a calling to break from writing the
normal recap of the Council Meeting. You may ask
why? I was blessed this month to be part of the 1st
quarterly committee meeting and feel the need to
explain what occurred that evening. In this event we
broke from tradition and had every committee meet
together. We utilized this time to share ideas and for
each committee to start to work on strategic planning.
In other words, planning what activities we want to
accomplish the rest of this year. Eventually we will
expand to planning further into the future. Since
everyone was together it gave me a chance to jump
from committee to committee and what a blessing that
was for me. First it confirmed we have talented and
dedicated people trying to accomplish God’s work.
Each meeting was high energy and full of creative
ideas. The main themes were:

Mid-Week Lenten Services Continue
April 3 Grace Lutheran - Meal at 6:00 p.m. Worship
at 7:00 p.m.
April 10 St. John’s UCC – Dessert reception following
worship instead of meal.

Join us for Holy Week
Maundy Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Spirit cellar service
10:30 a.m. Traditional service

• How can we be good stewards of what has
been given to us?
• How do we help people connect to Grace
Lutheran Church?
• How do we continue to minister to our
members?
It was heartwarming and exciting to see the passion
that each person had as everyone participated to plan
for our congregational future. As I left church that
evening, I had the feeling that we are heading in the
right direction. However, as I got home that evening
I started to get concerned. My concern was that we
have so many great ideas but not enough hands to
make them all happen. Before I go further, I would be
remiss if didn’t say THANK YOU to everyone who has
volunteered to make a difference. You may not realize
it but I have witnessed that when we come together,
the blessings we are able to pass along are amazing.

What’s In the Display case?

The Easter display in the cabinet will
continue into April. Subsequently,
we will be featuring the Graduates of
Grace.
Attention
Graduates:
After
Easter we will again be putting our
graduates’ pictures in the cabinet for
the month of May. Please see Pat,
Janet or Ellen for a card to fill out with
your information. You may leave
your pictures in the office after Easter
and before May 1.

My thought is to put a call out to the congregation as
a whole. Please pray and look to see where you might
be able to help. It can be in a variety of ways—help at an
event for a couple of hours, serve on a committee, help
with a special project, etc. We all have skills and talents
that we have been blessed with from God. By helping,
we are sharing those gifts with your community to
make a difference. I look forward to more of us coming
together to make a difference in accomplishing God’s
work. If you feel called to get involved more, feel free
to reach out to myself, Council, committee members,
and Pastor. Trust me, we will always be willing to
accept whatever assistance you can provide.

Pastoral Acts

Pastoral Acts in March

March 8 - was the funeral for Kathleen
Shaffer. The funeral took place at
Grace, and she was laid to rest at the
Susquehanna Memorial Gardens.

God’s Blessing to all, Joe Turek
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Strangers in Kenya
There is a lot going on

Stewardship of God’s ‘very
good’ creation

“God saw everything that he
had made, and indeed, it was
very good.”-Genesis 1:31

Four months from now, we'll be leaving our fulfilling
life and ministry here in Kenya for a new and unknown
future in the US. Every week brings new developments
and changes, but we are learning to trust in our good
Father's plan and provision. Please pray for the
following requests:

Six times while creating the
heavens and the earth God
pauses and sees that it is “good”
(Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 26).
But when all is completed,
God marvels and calls it “very
good.”Today that “very good” creation is under
extreme strain from climate change, plastic waste,
toxins in our air and water, species extinction and
countless other factors. As God-appointed stewards of
creation (Genesis 1:28), we have to admit we’re failing.

1.Processing our leaving. This is an exciting but also
challenging endeavor for both Heather and me and
for our three kids—Micah 14, Asher 12, and Claire 7.
Each of them is going through a different process of
leaving and grieving. Pray that the next four months
will include healthy goodbyes and good closure of this
season of life.

For these reasons, and because April 22 is Earth Day,
this month presents the perfect opportunity to stress
“Stewardship of Creation.” Here are some ideas:

2. Details of the Return. We have been actively hunting
for jobs (pastoral for Ryan, teaching for Heather) since
December. We have had some interviews and have
a few good leads, but nothing too official yet. Our
sending church--CEBC in San Diego--will host us from
September through the end of February in one of their
mission houses. The kids will also need to find new
schools (preferably ones where they won’t have to
leave again after one year). There are many details that
are up in the air; the most immediate need is shortterm housing from July 20 to August 31. Please pray for
us to trust and wait on God’s perfect timing and plan
for the future.

•Pray. Ask God to show us, lead us and guide us to
care for the earth.
•At church, celebrate April 28 as “Earth Sunday”
or “Creation Sunday” with special hymns, prayers,
classes and scripture.
•Form a congregational “Green Team” to educate,
introduce new practices and advocate for better
public policies.

3. Emotional and spiritual healing on campus.
The school underwent some heavy criticism from a
few students, parents, and alumni last year, which
resulted in a self-appointed “cultural audit” of our
problem spots from an outside organization. The audit
happened in January and its findings were reported
last month. While our school has already undergone
drastic changes to improve last year, the administration
is formulating more intense plans for growth going
forward. Please pray for God’s protection through this
phase of restoration and healing for the past hurts that
have been uncovered.

•At church and home, establish or step up efforts to
recycle all you can and reduce waste.
•Note the plastic in your church and home recycling
and waste stream. Discuss the crisis that plastic
waste is causing.
•Compost your family’s food waste. Discover how
composting and recycling can reduce your trash
stream.
•Cut down on driving. Walk, bicycle, or use public
transportation. Install a bike rack at church.

We will definitely keep you in the loop as things come
into clearer focus. Let us know if you have questions or
ideas along the way! Thanks for being on our team all
these years!

•Examine your church and home’s insulation
values. Have a professional tune up the heating and
air conditioning systems for efficiency.

Ryan and Heather

What other steps could help you and your
congregation prioritize caring for God’s creation? It’s
the only planet we have. As stewards, we must do
better to keep it “very good.”

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

--Rob Blezard Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard.
Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content
editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an
assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod
and. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Book Club

April Rain

We are in the middle
of our latest book, Diana
Galbadon’s
Outlander.
Since the book is a big, one,
we’ve decided to extend
the time. If you want to
join us, see Jennifer Rudolf
or Geri Jacobs for a book. We are also changing our
week due to Easter events. We have decided to move
our discussion up a week to April 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Welcome Center.

When I hear the raindrops tapping
Upon my windowpane,
It tells me God is watering
His own dear earth again.
Each pretty flower-face is washed
Until it’s shining bright;
The farmer’s field is now refreshed,
A truly welcome sight.
Small children wearing rain boots splash
In puddles on the street,
I can hear their laughter ringing,
A sound forever sweet.

Outlander is the story of a
woman transported to the mid1700s from post-war World War
II Scotland. She has to think fast
to blend in and ends up marrying
rebel Scot, Jaime Fraser. There is
just one problem, she’s already
married in the 20th century. How
can she get back to the 1940s?
Does she want to? Experience clan
life, civil disobedience in the 18th
century and many other historical
details of everyday life told in
great detail.

Though lacy snowflakes still may fall,
They truly cannot win;
Today I saw God watering
His own dear earth again.
Kay Hoffman

(Submitted by Erma Grim)

Church Family News

“Dear Grace Family,
Thank you for the recent cards, your continued
prayers, and the peace and love you share through
your services.
Love,
Steve Seitz”

Lutheran Camping
Here are the events for April at
our Lutheran camps in the area:
April 7 - Summer Camp Open
House at Kirchenwald and
Nawakwa
April 27 - Work Day at All Sites
April 28 - Earth Day Celebration
at Kirchenwald

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

The Lutheran Camping Corporation is now hiring
Summer Camp Staff. We will need counselors,
lifeguards, kitchen staff, maintenance and craft staff.
You can impact lives, share your faith, meet new people
and spend the summer outdoors. Both Kirchenwald
and Nawakwa need help to make camp possible. To
apply, go to lutherancamping.org/employment.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

Hey kids! Have you signed up for summer camp
at Kirchenwald or Nawakwa? In order to recieve the
early registration discount of $15, you must register
with full payment by April 6. Grace Lutheran has a
camping fund and will pay a portion of your camping
fee. See Tom Smith, Karen Turner or contact the office
for more details.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

Don’t miss out on any of the exiciting opportunities
available at the two camps in our synod. Programs are
avaialable for familiies and children in grades K-12.
Go to www.lutherancamping.org or by calling the
camping office at 717-677-8211.
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*The Lutheran Camping
Corporation 20th Annual Golf
Tournament
Saturday, May 11, 1:00 p.m.
shotgun start at Manada
Golf Club, Grantville, Pa.
The tournament will benefit
the
Campership
Fund,
which allows all persons to
have a camping experience,
regardless of financial means.
In the history of the Lutheran
Camping Corporation, no
camper applicant has ever been turned away due to
inability to afford the cost.

Graceful Women

Our next meeting will be a lunch at
Red Brick Bakery on April 6 at 11:30
a.m. We’ll meet at Grace about 11:15
a.m. to car pool, as there isn’t much
parking at Red Brick.

April Celebrations

Happy
Birthday

$70 per golfer includes: greens fee, cart, beverages,
snacks, hot dog lunch, buffet dinner and prizes!
There is an Early Birdie Discount if you register, with
payment in full, by April 6 and save $5! Bring a friend
and be eligible for the Let's Play Two Discount - Save
$5 if you register and play in the C4G Golf Tournament
(June 8, 2019, additional $65).

01- Loretta Golden
04- Jayne Legore
04- Karen Turner
05- Connie Heiss
05- Shaelyn Peters
06- Janet Murphy
06- Mark Ricci
06- Diana Smith
06- Eric Smith
07- Kristi Rexroth
10- Scott Frey
10- Andrew Warntz
11- Landon Einsig
12- Alysin DellingerHerman
12- Daphne Grim
13- Lance Licht
14- Allen Dellinger

All proceeds will help send kids to camp. Another
option is to sponsor the LCC Gold Tournament. It is
a meaningful way to honor or to remember someone
special. Individuals donating at least $50 can have an
“In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” sign placed at one
of the tee boxes throughout the course. Corporate
Sponsorship information is available on the website.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
April’s flowers:

07 – In memory of the deceased members of
the Golden & Coeyman families by Mr. &
Mrs. Ronald Golden
14 – In memory of the deceased members of
the choir by Richard Rhine
21 – Easter in memory of Atty. & Mrs. Samuel
S. Laucks, Jr. and Mr. & Mrs. John S.
Kopec by Dr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Laucks, II
28 – In memory of Atty. & Mrs. Elaine Laucks,
Sr. by the family

14- Chris Golden
14- Vincent Kicas
14- Kelly Stauffer
15- Hayden Christenberry
15- Robert Strobeck
16- Jane Shank
16- Thomas Smith
18- Kay Mansberger
21- Hayes Webster
22- Parker Bowles
24- Kurt Golden
24- Teresa Goodling
24- Quay Yendall,III
25- Shelley Fishel
25- Debbie Hoover
25- Brian Kollosch
26- Larry Fales Sr.

Wedding Anniversaries

01- David & Linda Dennish
15- Roy & Colleen T. Grove
22- Ralph & Julie Urey
25- Kevin & Daphne Grim
27- Larry & Marie Fales
30- George & Kristine Eveler

May’s flowers:
05 –In memory of Martin & Lena
Ericson, George Heckel, & Annette
Miller by Leif & Peggy Ericson
12 –In memory of Mr. & Mrs. H. Norman
Fishel by their children &
grandchildren
19 – In memory of Jacob & Mary Valentine
& David Thompson by Regina
Thompson
- Pedestal by George McCallum
26 –In memory of Mother, Dad, & Brother
Ray by Marian Jones

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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7
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional
6:00 pm: Confirmation Class
14
Palm Sunday
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional
1:00 pm: Red Lion Area
School Music Department
Jazz Concert & Spaghetti
Dinner
21
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:15 am: Handbell
Rehearsal
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional
28
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

10
6:00 pm: Mid-Week Lenten
Dinner & Service with St.
John's UCC
7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm: Handbell Rehearsal
16
17
6:15 pm: Spirit Cellar 7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal
Band Rehearsal
8:00 pm: Handbell Rehearsal

9
6:15 pm: Spirit Cellar
Band Rehearsal
7:00 pm: Finance
Committee

2
3
6:15 pm: Spirit Cellar 6:00 pm: Mid-Week Lenten
Band Rehearsal
Dinner & Service at Grace

TUESDAY

29

30
6:15 pm: Spirit Cellar
Band Rehearsal

22
23
24
Church Office Closed 6:15 pm: Spirit Cellar 7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal
in Observance of
Band Rehearsal
8:00 pm: Handbell Rehearsal
Easter

15

8

1

MONDAY
5

25

18
7:00 pm: Maundy
Thursday Worship

FRIDAY

26

19
6:30 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal
7:00 pm: Good Friday
Worship Service

11
12
6:30 pm: Book Club
6:30 pm: Church Council
meeting
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THURSDAY

April

27

20
Beacon (Newsletter) ~
Due Date for next
month's issue

13

6
11:30 am: Graceful
Women - Red Brick
Bakery

SATURDAY

