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Give a hug
And see the smile...
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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: God’s Stone Soup
One of my favorite books as
a kid was, Stone Soup, an old
folktale that involves some
hungry travellers who show
up unannounced in a village
with nothing more than a
cooking pot. When they arrive,
they go door to door asking
if anyone has a little food to
share, but they find that people
are too busy, too scared, or
feel too limited to share. So
they simply set up a small fire
in the town square, add some
water to their cooking pot, and
throw in a larger, smooth stone they gathered from the
nearby stream. Little by little, the villagers’ curiosity
grows: what are these strangers with no food cooking?
Eventually, someone from the village asks about
their odd recipe and the travellers explain that they
are having Stone Soup, one of the most delicious meals
every produced. Unlike the villagers, these travellers
explain that they are more than willing to share some of
their cooking...although it won’t be the best version of
the recipe as they do not have any carrots. The curious
villager, excited to try this new recipe, decides that she
can part with a few of her carrots, especially if it will
add that perfect garnish to this hyped-up soup. So she
gathers a few carrots and adds them into the pot.
Soon another villager stops by to see what the
commotion is with these strangers, and again the
travellers explain the amazing Stone Soup that they
will soon share. Again, they offer the invitation for
the villager to join in having a taste of one of the best
soups in the land, although they caution that it won’t
be its best, as they are missing potatoes. The new
visiting villager ponders the invitation and also comes
to the same conclusion: if they are going to enjoy this
renowned soup, he wants it to be the best it can be. So
he, too, grabs a few of his potatoes, cuts them up, and
adds them to the pot.
More and more villagers start to gather around the
boiling pot and each realizes the same thing: they
want some of this amazing soup (the travellers have
promised it will be the best they have ever tasted!),
but if they are going to enjoy it at its best, then they
want it to have all its ingredients. And so each villager
brings a little something to add-- some celery, some
beans, some meat, some salt and pepper-- to perfect
this world-famous soup.

Finally,
the
travellers
announce that the meal is
ready and they begin to to
dish out some of the muchanticipated Stone Soup. As
the villagers enjoy the dish,
they all exclaim that it is
truly the best soup they have
ever had and come back for
seconds and thirds, each
thinking about how their
contribution, whether it be
the carrots or spices or meat,
really finished the dish. Each
goes away stuffed and satiated, and the travellers, once
suspect strangers, depart as friends.
I’m sure one of the reasons I enjoyed this story is
because it involved cooking as well as an element
of wise persuasion on the part of the travellers who
convince the preoccupied and unwilling villagers to
share some of their excess. But most of all, the story
of Stone Soup demonstrates how when people come
together and offer up a little of what they have to share,
a truly amazing product can be enjoyed by all-- one
that would not have happened without the villagers
working together.
As Christians, we call this being the “body of Christ”,
which the Apostle Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 12:
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. 15 If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may
be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member
suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it (v. 12-26; NRSV).
I like to think of our church as God’s ‘Stone Soup.’ Sometimes we are eager to offer up our gifts, sometimes
we need convincing, and other times we think we have nothing of value to contribute. The Holy Spirit keeps
reminding us that we have each been given gifts of time, talent, and treasure, that God has entrusted us to use
the gifts to participate in God’s loving redemption of our world. Not one of our gifts is less important than
another, and the best soup balances all of these unique offerings together to form a delicious and hearty dish.
Whether you resonate with the image of Stone Soup or the different parts of the body of Christ, the truth
remains the same: we are at our best as Christians when we work together and share our gifts. If you aren’t at
church for a while, not only are you missed, but our community is missing an important ingredient. If you play
small because you don’t think that you have anything to offer, we end important ministry programs because we
don’t have enough volunteers and miss out on starting down new and exciting paths because the ideas are never
created. If you think that your gift is the only one that matters and you overpower the others, you throw off the
balance of the dish and it may feed us, but falls flat. If you feel that your tithe (money offering) doesn’t matter
because it’s not what you wish you could give, then when others feel the same we cease being able to offer the
good news to ourselves and the most vulnerable in our community through word and deed.
Consider what God has done through us when we trust in the Holy Spirit’s ability to marinate our gifts together
for the sake of the gospel: we feed and clothe hundreds of families through the work of our Food Pantry; we
provide reminders of God’s and our love through care packages for our college students; we fund not only our
immediate ministries but help God’s work continue through the world of the The Den (Mazie Gable afterschool
program), Konde Diocese school (with the Lutheran Church in Tanzania), Rift Valley Academy (the missionary
support school where the Murphy family serves in Kenya), and other important outreach programs; and, we
offer up signs of God’s unending grace and love to a community that desperately needs reminders of the hope
that comes through Christ.
My fellow villagers, do you see the stranger in our midst? That weird traveller who comes among us with
the changing of the wind, who is nudging us to offer up what we have and add it to the mix of what’s cooking
here at Grace? That is the Holy Spirit, who has “called [you] through the gospel, enlightened you with [its] gifts,
made [you] holy, and kept [you] in the true faith” (Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’
Creed in his Small Catechism). It is the Holy Spirit, who will take all that you have and all that you are and fold
it into God’s perfect plan of salvation for our broken world.
May the Holy Spirit encourage you and continue to equip you with time, talents, and treasures that can be
offered up for God’s glory. And may you be blessed, as you offer up your blessings, to taste the sweet soup that
is God’s kingdom breaking into our world.
Your sister in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney
We are going to publish a new, updated Church
Directory. We want YOUR information to be correct.
Please complete the form in the Announcements
insert on Sunday, and place it in the Offering plate.
~Thank you

All Committee Chairpersons are asked to submit
a report for 2018 to be included in the Annual
Congregational Report. Please place your committee’s
report in the Council President’s mailbox no later
than Sunday, October 14. The mailbox is located
across from the church office. Thank you
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The Council met on September 13. These are the highlights.
• We are still looking for three people to serve on an Audit Committee.
• TOGS have a schedule of activities.
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• Parish Education has selected a curriculum from Augsburg Fortress for Sunday School.
• The budget for next year is being worked on by the Finance Committee.
• The Sweep Account, which has increased our interest income, was approved to be continued indefinitely
after the six-month trial period.
• VBS (Vacation Bible School) special offering raised enough money to provide one farm for the ELCA Farm
Fund.
• A new cleaning service called ‘Coverall’ was approved for the next year.
• Property Committee would like to replace the lock on the Charles Street entrance. (It can’t be locked due to
rust). This will require Post Office approval to move our mailbox-preferably to the parking lot entrance.
• Re-keying all outside doors and keeping track of who has keys.

“God’s work, Our hands.” Sunday at Grace
On Sunday, September 9, we joined thousands of our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America for a dedicated day of service, where we celebrated who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America: one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Thank you to everyone who helped us
mark the occasion through our joint worship service, food and fellowship, and various service projects meant to
bless our community. We have been given so much by God: these gifts, of all that we have and all that we are,
are not just for us but for all of God’s children, to be shared so that all may know God’s love and salvation not
only in the age to come, but right here and right now.
Members and friends of Grace of all ages and abilities were the hands of God by:
● Preparing our sanctuary for the September Food Pantry distribution and “yard sale”. This quarterly event
allows us to help our community share its bounty of food, clothes, and other household items with those
who need them.
● Putting together care packages for our college-age members, supporting the ministry by and for our young
adults.
● Writing cards for our homebound members to show we are one church family, connected in the body of
Christ across time and space.
Thanks be to the Holy Spirit who moves and equips us to serve and share God’s love!
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The Arrival of Alice Ann

A note on Pastor Courtney’s upcoming parental leave

Dear brothers and sisters,

Ben and I are excited to welcome our first child, Alice Ann
Erzkus, into the world and are working hard to prepare for
her arrival. I am so overwhelmed by the love and support
you have shared with our family, and feel incredibly blessed
that Alice will grow up with such an amazing church family
here at Grace! God-willing, I will be with you until Alice
decides to arrive (her due date is Oct. 23) and then will begin
parental leave for six weeks before bringing Alice back to
meet you as we celebrate the season of Advent and prepare
for the greatest birth story, that of Jesus Christ.
As we welcome Alice and begin the journey of parenthood,
I have arranged for a variety of guest preachers and pastors
to lead and share Word and Sacrament with you on the Sundays that I am unable to be present, and I know
that you will be blessed by the gifts they bring to us. Among them will be familiar faces, including our brother
in Christ, Dylan Rexroth! Additionally, there will be emergency pastoral coverage should the need arise due
to hospitalization or other events in your life; for some of the time I am on parental leave it will be covered by
trusted local Lutheran colleagues, and for some of the time it will be covered by my husband, Pastor Ben, during
the weeks in which he is not on parental leave. Ben is also looking forward to being with you all on one of the
Sundays I am gone as our guest pastor...and to share some of the adventures of Alice Ann and our new calling
as a family of three!
As the body of Christ, we are also blessed to have a handful of our brothers and sisters from Grace who will be
attending to monthly home Communion visits with our homebound members, a ministry which will continue
in addition to my regular visits once I return. There goes that Holy Spirit again, equipping us and calling us to
use our gifts-- thanks be to God!
Should the need arise, please contact the church office to let us know if you desire a hospital visit or be added to
the homebound Holy Communion visitation list. You can talk with or leave a message for our secretary, Jocelyn,
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday. You will also be able to find the contact information for the
pastor-on-call in your weekly announcement flier, if you should have an emergency that needs attention before
Jocelyn is next in the office.
I give thanks to God for your love, support, and prayers for our family and for me as I embark on this new
addition to my baptismal calling-- to be a mother to Alice Ann. I pray for her as I pray for each of you-- that we
may grow in our faith and love for one another and continue to discern God's call to "do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with our God" (Micah 6:8). I cannot wait for y'all to meet Alice!
V o l u n t e e r s
are needed for
Halloween on the
Street. See Barb
Taute if you can
help out.

Pastoral Acts
On the afternoon of Sunday, August 26,
Pastor Courtney led a private memorial
service for one of God’s beloved children
in Lancaster County, on behalf of the
Grace Lutheran church family.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Pastor Courtney led a “New and Returning Members
Class” and welcomed nine new members to our church
family on Sunday, September 9, at our joint worship
service. We are honored to add to those dedicated
to serving God through the ministry of Grace: Dave
and Deb Sipe; Chantal, Marco, Tiffany, and Maria
Malumalu; and Christina, Lance, and Olivia Benner.
Thanks be to God!

Book Club

This month, we are
reading Great Expectations
by
Charles
Dickens.
Goodreads.com has this to
say about the book:

We are having our annual Oktoberfest on October
28. There will be music by the Glockenspielers and
dancing. We will supply the main offerings and drinks,
but we ask that everyone bring a covered dish to share.
The fun will begin after services around noon. Please
sign up so we know how much food to order.

“In what may be Dickens's
best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed
to the dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of
becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden
and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in
possession of "great expectations." In this gripping tale
of crime and guilt, revenge and reward, the compelling
characters include Magwitch,
the fearful and fearsome
convict;
Estella,
whose
beauty is excelled only by
her haughtiness; and the
embittered Miss Havisham,
an eccentric jilted bride.”

What’s In the Display
case?

The pictures in the cabinet bring alive the people and
the times of Jesus so beautifully that young and old can
understand and treasure them. Each
of the faces are from modern life, yet
all seem straight out of the Bible. See
pictures of the beloved Apostle John,
the Virgin Mary and adulteress, faces
of the blind and deaf, the
hateful and the loving.

The Book Club meets
October 18 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Welcome Center. If you
would like a copy of the book,
see Geri Jacobs or Jennifer
Rudolf.

But...Jesus loved them all!

Graceful Women
How to submit to
the Newsletter

Our next meeting will be October 4. Our
theme for October will be “This is Us.”
We will have a speaker sharing ‘Red Lion
Highlights.’

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

Helpers are Needed

We need help to make our worship services happen.
Please consider volunteering to help out. There are
many opportunities to volunteer using your talents.
Many tasks require little or no training.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

Acolytes – please see the sign-up sheet in the Welcome
Center to volunteer.
Greeters – see Andy Sprenkle or Pastor Courtney to
volunteer.
Snack Helpers – For Spirit Cellar. Sign-ups are on
the white board by the bulletin board.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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Stewardship of our money
And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” --Luke 12:15
Jesus often uses words of caution when teaching about money. Jesus warns us of
money’s power to capture our souls and turn us from loving God first and most,
and then our neighbors as ourselves. Because we North Americans live in a wealthy
culture, the temptation to love money more than God and neighbor may be worse
than it was for the folks of Jesus’ time. So, we need to take Jesus’ warnings to heart
and be sure to keep money in its proper place. Here are some ideas:
Develop gratitude: Be happy for (and with) what you have. Dwell on your blessings
rather than your wants. Constantly entertaining thoughts of your unfilled desires
leads to scarcity thinking and unhappiness.
Celebrate sufficiency: Learn to live on what you earn. Excessive debt corrodes our
wellbeing by causing us stress and hunger for more. Strive to live without credit
cards and make choices to help your income match expenses.
Embrace generosity: Our culture tells us that the more we have the happier we will
be, but that’s really not so -- once we have enough to meet our true needs. Miserly
people tend to be miserable no matter how much they have, while generous people
tend to be happy even if they have modest means. Giving generously is a spiritual
discipline that breaks the power that money has to control us.
Good stewardship of our money helps us avoid the traps that Jesus warns about.
Stewardship means managing our wealth rather than letting it manage us. Free from money’s traps and lures
and lies, we are free to love God first and then our neighbor as ourselves.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

Lutheran Camping

Here are some of the upcoming events happening at our Central Pennsylvania
Camps in October:
October 7 - DINNER CHURCH WORSHIP at The Wittel Farm
Join us for Dinner Church Worship at The Wittel Farm from 5 - 7:00 p.m. for
Hunger Action Month! A guest speaker will share their “ending hunger” story. Bring
food (covered dish) and funds to share. All financial gifts support The Wittel Farm
Growing Project and ELCA World Hunger Global Farm Challenge. Our goal is to
raise $2,000 in six weeks! Limited to 40 worshippers. More Information - https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e48ada62fa1fb6-peters
October 2-4, Zinn-Tozer Lodge ADULT STUDY RETREAT at Nawakwa
An Adult Study Retreat on the books Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End, by Atul Gawande
and The Hummingbird, by Stephen P. Kiernan. Retreat led by Sister Marianne Brock. All meals (7) are included
in the price and served at the Dining Hall. Please register by September 21. Registration Fee: $145. More
Information - https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/book.php
October 7 - CAPTURE THE FLAG SPECTACULAR at Kirchenwald
Review your camp map, paint your face, and practice your cone zone celebration dance. Invite your friends
and family (parents, too) to join you in this CTF summer reunion event. Play alongside familiar faces from your
week at camp, plus campers from every other week of the summer. Campfire worship to follow. This is a free
event, but please RSVP by September 28. More Information - https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/ctf.php
October 21, 1-6:00 p.m. - FALL FOLIAGE DAY at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa
Bring your family and friends to camp for a fall afternoon! Enjoy some of your favorite camp activities. An
evening meal will be provided. Please contact the Camping Office to register by October 12. Registration Fee: $7
per person. More Information - https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/fallfoliage.php
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October Celebrations

t.O.g.s News

Happy Birthday

The T.O.G.S are back in
session. We are having two
events in October. October 14
is the Fall Fest. We will have
lunch after worship services
to plan our involvement at
Halloween-On-The-Street.
Afterwards, we will have
some fun in a corn maze and other fall activities.

01 Doris Douglas
02 Julia Kinard
02 Amy Steinke-Fleming
07 Roy Grove
08 Beth Hollingworth
08 Regina Thompson
09 Jeffrey Barker
09 Jana Shoffner
16 Kelly Anderson
17 Thalia Jones
17 Mark Stanley
18 Jennifer Rudolf
19 Regan Flory
21 Wicky Barnes, III
23 Linda Dennish
23 Ally Warntz
25 Dayne Bailey
25 David Laucks
29 Lisa Germick
29 Germar Rudolf
30 Melisa Dellinger
30 JoHanna Schaffer

We will be helping with Halloween-On-The-Street on
October 31 by leading a special event for all the trick or
treaters. We will know more after our planning session
on October 14. Stay tuned for more information about
upcoming events for the year.
We continue to need laundry detergent, dish
detergent, shampoo and body wash. Thank you for
helping if you are able.

Men’s Faith Huddle
This group meets on the third Thursday of each
month at Zion Lutheran Church from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
The next gathering will be October 18. If you plan on
attending, let Pastor Courtney know so she can tell
Pastor Ben to keep an eye out for you.

Wedding Anniversaries

03 Eric & Diana Smith
05 Evans & Donna Fishel
08 William & Sharon Stein
08 Richard & Jeri Zerance
10 Sam& Jeanne Laucks
11 Brett & Susan Hammers
12 Sami & Kirt Peters
14 Edward & Daune Hartman
20 Chris & Doris Golden
24 Joe & Lorann Jacobs
27 Drew & Robin Walker
29 Vincent & Angie Kicas
29 Thomas & Jennifer Kuhn

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
October’s flowers are sponsored by:
09- Robert Miller
14- Carolyn Noll
21- Ed Dellinger
Dee Kerr (PEDESTALS)
28- Doris Douglas

The Beacon is brought to you by:

November’s flowers are sponsored by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

04- Tom Smith
11- Grace Lutheran
18- Jay Keener
25- Richard Jacobs
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8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal

12:15 pm: Oktoberfest



7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal

тп

8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal
тр
6:30 pm: Halloween on
the Street

10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional
сч
сш
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

су
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal

ср
сс
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

ст

8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal

10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

7:00 pm: Finance
Committee

сф

6:30 pm: Men's Faith
Huddle at Mexitaly (with
Zion Lutheran)

рч
6:30 pm: Book Club

сх

рш

рр
рс
6:30 pm: Church Council
meeting

8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal
рп
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal

ф

у
7:00 pm: Graceful
Women

 

т
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal
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рф
рх
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar - цѷпп+(ѷ0.$о
Contemporary Worship *-.#$+*(($// 

ш

с



8:00 pm: Handbell
Rehearsal
рц
7:00 pm: Choir
Rehearsal

ц
ч
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar - Columbus Day Contemporary Worship Church Office
Closed
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional





 

12:00 pm: Kitchen &
Hall rental
сц

сп
Beacon (Newsletter) ~
Due Date for next
month's issue
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