Hello. We are Helen and Simon.
Thank you for checking out the Old Cow Shed. You can find most things
you will need on our website www.oldcowshed.com, but if there is anything
we’ve missed please don’t hesitate to contact us.
We are here most of the time - setting up events, taking them down, hosting
shoots, welcoming campers and barn dwellers - so if you fancy a nosey,
there should be someone here to greet you! If you need us to answer
any questions, take a pic of something you need to see, offer any advice,
recommend suppiers, then please just give us a call or email.
This little booklet gives you a guide as to how it all works at the Shed. We
always try to keep things simple (less stressful) so hopefully it will help....

How Much?
There are just two price options at the Shed, depending on when you’d like
to hire it. The most popular choice is the weekend hire, which gives you
access to the whole site from Friday 12pm - Sunday 12pm. Worth noting
that it is normal for tipi/marquee suppliers to want access to the site before
then. This is not a problem at all.
The other option is to hire on the Wednesday. This came about
predominantly because not everybody is available on a Saturday. But at
half the price of the Big Weekender, it’s worth considering if you’re on a
tight budget. Please note, couples who choose the mid-week option are
limited to 60 guests (more in the eventing) and do not have access to the
Paddock to erect a big tent. The turn around is too tight with weekend
events. Sorry.

What do I get for my money?
So let’s get to the nitty-gritty. When you hire
the Shed for your wedding/event/function you
are getting use of...
• the Shed, obviously (13m x 6m; 60 seated
capacity)
• the Courtyard (21m x 17m; perfect for
welcome drinks, the ceremony or a bigger
wedding breakfast - 100 seated capacity)
• the Paddock (big field next to Shed. Perfect
for a tipi/marquee, setting up games, hay
bales and fire-pits)
• the Big Barn (accommodation for the
wedding party)
• loos (unisex toilets next to the Shed)
• a bar (any special requests? Don’t forget to
tell us.)
• free parking

We provide tables and chairs for all Shed
guests, as well as outdoor lighting, heating
and seating. We’re kid friendly, pet friendly,
and here to help wherever we can.
Not only that, but you get
• as many meetings and site visits as you
need
• as much support as you need via
telephone or email
• supplier recommendations and liaison
• use of grounds for photographs
• licence for late entertainment and bar
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Do you do any of the decorating?

Who’s cooking?

This is your vision entirely. We have some great festoon and fairy lighting
set up outside, and the walls are adorned with some fab art, but all the
styling and decorating is left entirely up to you. Think black drapes
hanging from the beams, floral clouds suspended from the ceiling, meadow
flowers set in jam jars. Let your imagination run free!

Thomas the Caterer is. We have created a separate doc
about food. We recommend you give it a read and try
not to drool too much. We are OVER THE MOON to have
teamed up with Tom and Co. He is the best wedding
caterer for miles and miles, and he and his fantastic
team will have you and your guests smiling from ear
to ear. Not only are his creations delicious, his staff are
beyond professional and are some of the nicest people in
the business.

However, if you do feel slightly overwhelmed by it all, have no fear. Check
out our Holy Cow styling package on-line, and have the most gorgeous,
most stunning, all the rage look created for you on your big day - and all
without lifting a finger. Our styling guru is the award-winning, style queen
and wedding wonder Junie Poonie, who can make great things happen.
Simply head to oldcowshed.com/holycow to find out more and lust over the
pictures.

The Shed only seats 60. What if I want to invite
more people?
You can! If you want to have it
large at the weekend you can enjoy
a bigger wedding breakfast out in
the Courtyard. This year we have
erected a brand new ‘stretched-tent’
canvas over the entire courtyard
creating a whole new room - Shed II
if you like!
The Courtyard can easily
accommodate 100 guests for a
sitdown meal. All tables and chairs,
beautiful string lighting and extra
heating if necessary are included!
You just need to bring the styling
shizzle.

There is also the option of using the
Paddock out back! There is so much
space to play with out here, so if
you are thinking of eating alfresco
(maybe bring some brollies to be
safe), or you fancy hiring a tipi of
marquee, we won’t stop you.
We’re more than happy to help you
work out the best layout for your
day, so there’s no need to worry.
If it helps, there is a list of local
tipis and tents at oldcowshed.com/
suppliers, along with many more
fantastic and talented suppliers.

Accomodation
The Big Barn
The glorious Big Barn offers
completely unique accommodation
for those having events at the Shed.
You’ll find it opposite the Old Cow
Shed, so you can literally just fall
into bed as soon as you’ve finished
your drink! It comprises of a large
bridal suite and three more double
rooms - all ensuite. There’s also a
kitchen, enormous dining room,
snug by the fire and a family room
(with tv, games, toys and books).

The Big Barn is self-catering, but we
make sure there’s plenty of breakfast
bits in there for you - tea, coffee,
cereal, croissants - you know the drill.
It’s entirely up to you who you’d
like to stay - family, best friends,
bridesmaids - and you can book it for
extra nights before or after the doo.
We’ve left some take-away ideas and
menus for the night before in the
kitchen. There’s even the option of
getting caterers in....?

Carry on Camping?

Where else is there to stay?

If you need more accommodation, there are three ‘Carry-onCamping’ inspired Shepherd Huts on site (Sid, Kenneth and
Barbara) which can be hired by guests.

If your guests need somewhere to lay their heads for the night,
there are a handful of hotels in Melton Mowbray, as well as
nearby Bed & Breakfasts and Holiday Cottages. Here are but a
few....

They sleep two (king-size bed) and include a wood-burning
stove, small kitchen counter, comfy seating, table and chairs and
all the basic bits you will need to eat and drink - bottle opener
is included. There is even a small patio area with fire-pit just
outside.
Guests will have use of proper loos and showers and a larger
kitchenette and chill-out area. There is even a wood-fired hottub if you feel the need. The Huts are £125 per night and can be
booked by contacting us directly.

Hotels
Premier Inn Melton Mowbray Hotel
Harboro Hotel
Best Western Sysonby Knoll Hotel
Quorn Lodge Hotel
Scalford Country House Hotel
B&Bs and Cottages
Tresillian House
Grange Country Guest House
Old Guadaloupe Farm and Cottage
Ashby Folville Country House

Frequently asked questions
ACCESS
When can we access the venue?
If you have weekend hire, the site is available from 12pm Friday.
Our gates open at 7am each morning and shut at 10pm (except
for event nights when they close at 12:30am). Should you need
access outside of these hours, just ask for the gate code.
If you have mid-week hire (Wednesday), access is from 10am on
Wednesday morning. Should you need to access the site the day
before (which is more than likely) that is no problem, you can do
so between 12pm and 4pm.
I’m staying in the Big Barn/one of the Huts. What time do I
have to check-out?
Please leave no later than 12pm.
What security do you have?
Like I said before, the farm entrance is gated and cannot be
accessed between 10pm and 7am without a code. There is also
CCTV which monitors the driveway and yard. Myself and my
family are also onsite (main farmhouse) and are always keeping
an eye on things!
Is there parking available?
Yes! There is parking for 4 vehicles next to the big barn (usually
reserved for those staying there). Parking for everybody else is
in the designated field. The parking area is signposted for guests
and is only a minutes stroll from the venue.

PAYMENT
How do we pay and secure our booking?
Once you’ve decided on your date and you’re happy with all the
charges, we’ll send you a booking form to complete. Get this back
to us nice and sharpish and we can send you an invoice for a 50%
non-refundable deposit of hire cost. Once received, you will have
7 days to pay. Please note we cannot secure your booking if we do
not receive payment. If no payment is received in 7 days, the date
will be offered to others.
When do we pay the balance?
You will receive a final invoice 8 weeks before your wedding/
event. It will include the final 50% hire fee, plus a security
deposit. Again you will have 7 days to pay this from date of
receipt. It is around this time we will ask you for your ‘order of
the day’ - timings etc - and a list of your suppliers.
What is the security deposit?
A £300 deposit is required prior to your event date. This is
completely, 100% fully refundable as long as no damage or loss of
property has taken place during your event. The deposit will be
returned to you within 7 days of your hire date.
Do your prices include VAT?
Yes. All our prices are inclusive of VAT. This will be stated on your
invoice.

VENUE

FOOD & DRINK

What comes with the hire of the Old Cow Shed?

Can I bring my own caterer?

You don’t just hire the Shed, when you hire the Shed. You are
also getting the amazing four-bedroomed Big Barn; the ‘canvascovered’ Courtyard; a bar area; a big, green Paddock; and a
Patio under the stars! As well as this we supply vintage trestle
tables and wooden chairs (for up to 60 guests in the Shed and
100 in the Courtyard); additional seating for outdoor areas; and
wooden benches for ceremonies. There are unisex and disabled
toilets next door to the Shed and plenty of outdoor lighting and
heating too.

Afraid not. Our partner in catering crime is the award winning
Thomas the Caterer, and he handles all food at the Old Cow Shed.
However, you have a wealth of foods to choose from. We have put
together some truly mouth-watering menus for you, or if you
prefer you can go all out and create (with Thomas there to help
you) a completely bespoke menu.

We are essentially a ‘dry hire,’ so what you see is what you
get. This way you get to put a truly unique stamp on your day.
If, however, you want to take advantage of our own styling
package, head to oldcowshed.com/holycow to find out more.
Do you have any suppliers you would recommend?
Indeed! We have had some incredible wedding suppliers
come through our doors of late, and we can hand on heart
recommend all of them! Whatever it is you are after, they
can create for you (and take away all the stress at the same
time!) You can see their creations on our website. Just visit
oldcowshed.com/gallery for inspiration.
Are we allowed to use confetti or fireworks?
Only if the confetti is environmentally friendly and
decomposable. If not be warned - £100 will be deducted from
the security deposit. There can be no fireworks either. Local
farmers have stock grazing all year and wouldn’t be happy!
Are you dog friendly?
We sure are. Friendly, well-trained dogs are more than welcome.
Be aware that there could be sheep grazing nearby, so dogs
must be kept under control at all times.

In the evening, you are free to use whoever you please - from
fish ‘n’ chip vans to artisan pizza horse-boxes. If you’re looking
for inspiration, we’ve listed a few local food stalls in our little
black book online.
Do you charge corkage?
There is no corkage charge at the Old Cow Shed, so if you prefer
to bring your own table wine and bubbles - do so guilt free!
Please leave your bottles with the bar or catering team the day
before the event. Any unused bottles will be returned to you
afterwards.
What will the bar serve and when will it open and close?
The bar is well stocked with soft drinks, wine, bottled beers,
ciders and spirits (not forgetting the ice and fresh fruit!) If you
have any special requests, please just ask! The bar will be open
from the off (or from around midday) and last orders are strictly
at 11:30pm. (p.s. the Shed is locked up tight at midnight.)

CEREMONY

Can we have a wedding ceremony at the Old Cow Shed?

MUSIC

Do you allow bands and DJs?

Yes you can. You can have a humanist celebrant conduct the
ceremony or a Registrar from Leicestershire County Council.
The number to call to book the Registrar is 0116 305 6565. Both
the covered Courtyard or Shed make a beautiful setting for a
ceremony. We supply wooden benches for all your guests.

We most certainly do. We do not supply any equipment for this
however, so they must bring their own PA systems and whatever
else they need. Our music licence covers the Shed, Courtyard and
tipis/marquees until 11:45pm. Amplified music is allowed outside
in the Paddock until 8pm.

What is a Humanist Ceremony?

What time does the party end?

A non-religious wedding ceremony that gives you the
opportunity to marry where you want, when you want and how
you want. You do not have to be a humanist to have a humanist
ceremony. It is focused on the couple’s relationship and allows
them to have a completely unique and meaningful service
designed solely by them. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland
humanist weddings are not recognised in law, so couples have
to go to a registry office to take care of that in the days before or
after their wedding.

Last orders are at 11:30pm, music must end at 11:45pm, the Shed
is locked up at midnight and the farm gates close at 12:30am.
Boom!

Gallery
Keep an eye on our website gallery. Like
our waistlines it’s always expanding!

07828 115 340
hello@oldcowshed.com

