
The Blessed Virgin Mary, 15th August – a liturgy for use at home

Introduction
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.

Today we celebrate the highest and greatest of all God’s saints, Mary, mother
of our Lord Jesus Christ. In so doing we particularly reflect on what St Paul
calls the foolishness of God, which is higher than human wisdom, God’s
strength revealed in human weakness and how God’s values are completely at
odds with much of the world’s. In choosing the lowly girl from Nazareth
through whom to become incarnate in the world, God shows us where true
greatness is to be found. And in looking at the person and vocation of Mary
whose life and mission were totally Christ-centred, we consider our own calling
as Christians and ask ourselves, how Christ-centred are we?

Act of Penitence
We have done what was wrong in the Lord’s sight and chosen what displeased
him. Yet as a mother comforts her child, so shall the Lord himself comfort us.
So let us come to him who knows our every deed and thought.

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of Peace:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our reluctant service and poverty of
faith, and lead us with Mary and all your holy ones to the fullness of
resurrection life with Jesus our risen Lord.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria, or some other hymn of praise, or this ‘unfolding’ of the ancient canticle, the Te
Deum:

Men and women: praise the God of Love.  Earth and sky worship the Creator.
Angelic powers of light eternal, penetrating the ancient dark: lift your voices
with the song:



Holy, holy, holy, strange mysterious power, the whole creation is full of your
glory. Saints and holy fools of every generation, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Prophets crying out for justice, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Martyrs who carried you in their wounds, scars embodied in their glory, sing
alleluia, alleluia.

Your holy and stumbling people in all times and places, sing alleluia, alleluia.

Giver of life, of splendour and wonder, tender, of infinite patience!
Bearer of pain, graceful and true, with wounds bringing salve!
Maker of love, flaming and passionate, guiding us into the truth!

Universal Christ, we greet you in your glory, hidden deep in the being of God.
Word made flesh to deliver us, brought to life by human touch.

Glad to be born of Mary, embodying the divine, withdrawing the sting of death,
terrifying us with love unbounded, offering to fulfil all we could desire, opening
the road to God’s presence for ever, guarding the freedom of the creation,
yearning for the gathering of the harvest.

Come, then, judge and deliver us, who are freed at the cost of your life.  Give us
integrity to refuse what is evil; give us your Spirit to discern what is true, and
lead us with all your saints to lands of eternal glory.

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
chose her to be the mother of your only Son: grant that we who are redeemed
by his blood may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the book of the Revelation (11: 19 – 12: 6 & 10)

In my vision I saw that God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his
covenant was seen within his temple; and there were flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.



A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was
pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving birth. Then
another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and
ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the
stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the
woman who was about to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as
soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all
the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to
God and to his throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has
a place prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand
two hundred and sixty days.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, ‘Now have come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his
Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses
them day and night before our God.’

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 45: 10 – 11 & 16 – 17

Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear; forget you own people and

your father’s house.

So shall the king have pleasure in your beauty; he is your lord, so do him

honour.

‘Instead of your fathers you shall have sons, whom you shall make princes over

all the land.

I will make your name to be remembered through all generations; therefore

shall the peoples praise you for ever and ever.’

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.



A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians                     (4: 4 – 7)

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia.
My soul rejoices in God my Saviour
For he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke        (1: 46 – 55)

Glory to you, O Lord
Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
    from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
    and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

For the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.



Homily
The Christian story begins when a young woman from Nazareth in Roman

occupied Palestine, during the reign of Caesar Augustus, gave birth to a child
named Jesus. But when it comes to straightforward historical details about
Jesus’ origins we remain somewhat in the dark. We only have the familiar
tradition brought to us through the poetic imagery of the Christmas stories.
Although they include history and memory, they are mostly parable or
metaphorical in form, stories written much later but which beautifully express
the wonderful mystery of the Incarnation, of God coming among us as a human
being, a man whom the reader knows is already the crucified, risen and
glorified Lord. St. Paul, on the other hand, writing much earlier, gives us what
must be the briefest of historical facts about the beginning of Jesus’ life, and
probably the only information he has: simply that Jesus was born of a woman,
and born a Jew.

From the clues that come to us through the Gospels it appears that Jesus was
brought up principally if not entirely by his mother. We hear almost nothing of
his earthly father after those infancy stories. If this is the case and as we
consider who and what Jesus grew up to be, we can only conclude that his
mother must have been a truly remarkable woman. It seems that she more
than anyone would have provided the appropriate nurture, teaching and
encouragement for the one who grew up to reveal the heart and mind of the
living God in a fully human life. Yet, like Jesus before he began his ministry, we
know so very little about her. We do know from the Gospels and the Acts of
the Apostles that her name was Mary.

From the earliest centuries, Christian people been rather excited about Mary?
Mostly positively, but sometimes, sadly, negatively. But what should be
happening in the depths of our soul when we hear her story?

Whenever we read the Gospels, we are not to expect simply to be given
information about something that happened long ago, that Jesus did this or
that and wasn’t it wonderful, but we then think no more about it, and it may
fail to have any impact on our own lives. But in fact what we are given, and
why it was written, is because it is intended to be instruction and
encouragement for our own living. We are being asked to make a response in
our lives to what we read. It is living text for us to act upon today.

So, when, for example, we read that Mary was a virgin, that she conceived by
the Holy Spirit and gave birth to a baby who became the Saviour of the world,



what is to be our response? Is it, oh wonder of wonders, that this woman was
so exceptional because God made it that she could conceive and give birth
without the statutory relations with a man? Perhaps many have responded in
such a way, and still do.

No, the true response, the right response is: we who read of Mary who listened
to the word of God, who agreed to give birth to Jesus, we, yes, you and me, are
to be like her, to copy her, to do in our own time and context what she did in
hers. We can do this better if we understand that Mary’s “virginity” has less to
do with biology than with her stance towards God and life itself.

The 20th century American monk, Thomas Merton, a spiritual hero of mine,
spoke of virginity as the ideal state of being before God, of relating to God. In
prayer he sought to reach a state that he called a point vierge (well, he was half
French), a virgin point, at the centre of his being, which he described as “a
point untouched by sin and by illusion, a point of pure truth . . . which belongs
entirely to God. . . .” He is saying that when we let go of the illusion of control
of the events of our life and recognize our sheer poverty before God, that is
when we become most able to hear God and become useful to God.

This is essentially what Mary’s virginity means. In her openness and poverty of
spirit she is able to respond to God, saying, “Here am I. Let it be to me
according to what you have said.’ Mary is able to go forward, making her
commitment without knowing much about what it will entail or where it will
lead. This story is most valuable because it forces me to ask: When the
mystery of God’s love breaks through into my consciousness, do I run from it? .
. . Or am I virgin enough to respond from my deepest, truest self, and say
something new, a “yes” that will change my life forever?

So, like Mary, having listened to God and said yes, what then must we proceed
to do? Well, after a period, however long or short, of enabling the word of God
to take root in our hearts, what has been described as pregnancy by the Holy
Spirit, we go on to give birth to Christ. We become Christ-bearers. We
incarnate, embody Jesus Christ in our own lives. Mary is our archetype, our
paradigm or pattern for doing that.

Catherine de Hueck Doherty, another exemplary Christian of the 20th century,
describes how we give birth to Christ. She says, ‘Christians are called to
become icons of Christ, to reflect him. But we are called to even more than
that. Ikon is the Greek word for “image of God.” We are called to incarnate



Christ in our lives, to clothe our lives with him, so that people can see him in us,
touch him in us, recognize him in us.’

And, as it were, to put flesh on those words, she adds,

We have to begin to love one another in the fullest sense of Christ’s
teaching….. The immense problems of war, of social injustice, of the thousand
and one ills that beset our world, these can be solved only if we begin to love
one another. When people begin to see, love, respect, and reverence Christ in
the eyes of another, then they will change, and society will change also.

‘To ‘give birth,’ to incarnate the Christ is to live out the Gospel with our lives, as
faithfully and fearlessly as a woman in labour who holds nothing back in order
to bring new life into the world.’ (Richard Rohr)

When you look at an image of the mother of Jesus, whether it be a statue, an
icon, or some other work of art, give thanks and praise to God. Because as you
look at that image you are looking at a reflection of yourself, or at least what
you could be. As Mary holds the Christ-child in presentation to you and to the
world, or simply shows her open hands in self-offering, remember the great
things God has done through her, and consider the great things God can also
do through you as you offer yourself, your life, with the faith and humility of
Mary, who discerned the voice of God and responded freely, ‘I am the
handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be to me according to your word.’

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended

The Profession of Faith
We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth
is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on
high.
We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Father, help all in your Church to understand what it means to love and serve
you, as Mary, the mother of our Saviour Jesus did most faithfully.



Help us through your Spirit when we are tested, keep us strong in you, and
teach us all that we need to understand to be your ambassadors in the world.
We pray today for all Christians, that they be open to your Holy Spirit and ever
proclaiming the amazing news of your love and grace.
Lord, hear us…...........Lord, graciously hear us

Heavenly Father, we ask that all bishops, priests, deacons and readers
especially our Bishop Robert, Bishop David, Archdeacon David, and our own
priest John, will be open to your leading and that your presence and power
may be seen in all they say and do.
Lord, hear us……………Lord, graciously hear us

Father, as with Mary and the disciples, we too so often do not immediately
understand your divine purposes: expand our vision that we may always walk
in your will and ways. Help us to work for justice and peace always, and give
those who are especially commissioned as peacemakers in the world’s troubled
areas your wisdom and understanding. Bless and strengthen those parts of the
world which are especially damaged and in need of healing. We lift to you all
areas of the world suffering from widespread fires, and the volatile situation in
Afghanistan.
Lord, hear us………….Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray that the governments of the world and their leaders will work
together and have a common vision of peace on earth. We bring before you
the United Kingdom and Spain and their leaders and sovereigns. Give wisdom
and discernment to all national leaders as they work through the pandemic.
Lord, hear us…………….Lord, graciously hear us

Father, we pray for those who have no vision, no hope, and those who suffer
the pain and anxieties of sickness. May their hearts and minds be opened to
your grace, love and peace. Be close to the lonely, the bereaved, the
despairing, and those who live in fear. Give your deep healing to those we
know who are ill, as we name to you Carol Hart and others who need our
prayers at this time.
Lord, hear us ……………Lord, graciously hear us

Father, gather to yourself the recently departed. We remember too those who
have passed from this life in times past, bringing our continuing love for them,
and our hope of one day sharing with them in the eternal joy of your heaven.
Lord, hear us…………….Lord, graciously hear us



Almighty and everlasting God, your handmaid Mary magnified your name and
rejoiced in your saving love. Rejoicing in our fellowship with her, with St.
Francis and all the saints, we commend ourselves and all for whom we have
prayed to your saving love which never fails, as we say together:
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ.

In the words of Jesus, we pray to our Father that his will may be done in us:
Our Father…….

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

Concluding Prayer
God our Father, who lifts up the humble and meek, in Mary you have given us a
vision of a Church that knows how to listen to you and to respond in loving
service, and to hold on to you in life and in death. With her, and in the strength
of her Son, may we be poor and humble enough to listen to your word and to
live by it, and to be to the world the body of your Son Jesus Christ, until you let
us share in your glory with him for ever.  Amen

Blessing
What Mary was on earth, we the Church are called to be: believing in God’s
ways and guidance even without knowing what the future will bring, open to
one another’s needs and serving with all that is in us. May God give us
strength for our tasks.

May Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his
promises and obey his will, and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the



Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, and with all whom
you love and pray for, today and always.  Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen.


