
The Sixth Sunday of Easter – a liturgy for worship at home

(also Rogation and Christian Aid Sunday)

Introduction
Int the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

We come together as a community of Christians, people who follow Jesus
Christ. In the Gospel today, Jesus tells us: love one another as I have loved you.
Let us ask Jesus, present with us now, to give us his Spirit who enables us to live
with the gift of inclusive and unconditional love.

Act of Penitence
First let us call to mind the ways we have fallen short of our Christian calling
and ask for God’s mercy and grace to serve him more faithfully.

Lord Jesus, you have loved us as the Father has loved you. Keep us in your
love:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, the way you loved us is to lay down your life for us. Enable us to
live for one another:
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you loved the weak, sinners, those hard to love. Open our hearts
and enable our love to be more like yours:
Lord, have mercy.

In your goodness forgive us, Lord, and make committed love the central
characteristic of our commitment to follow you, keeping us on your way to
everlasting life.  Amen.

Act of Praise
The Gloria as follows, or some other hymn of praise:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Collect of the Day
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has
recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal
joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen.

Today’s readings

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (10: 44 – 48)

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone
withhold the water for baptising these people who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptised in the name of
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

For the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98: 1 – 7

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things.

His own right hand and his holy arm have won for him the victory.

The Lord has made known his salvation; his deliverance has he openly shown

in the sight of the nations.

He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness towards the house of Israel,

and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; break into singing and make music.
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Make music to the Lord with the lyre, and with the lyre and the voice of

melody.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn sound praises before the Lord, the

King.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

A reading from the first letter of St John (5:1 – 6)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love
the children of God when we love God and obey his commandments. For the
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world.

And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This
is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the
Spirit is the truth.

For the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

Acclamation to greet the Gospel:

Alleluia, alleluia.
This is my commandment, says the Lord.
Love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John          (15: 9 – 17)

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just
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as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard
from my Father.

You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in
my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

For the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily by Jill Pargeter
It’s a privilege to be sharing with you today about the work of Christian Aid and
thank you to John for the opportunity.

Having worked for Christian Aid for 18 years, and having had the opportunity to
see some of the work that they support first-hand, I am a great advocate for
their work.

Christian Aid was founded after the 2nd World War when churches in the UK
and Ireland saw the plight of refugees coming out of eastern Europe.
Christians rallied their support and Christian Aid was born. They now work in
around 30 countries with some of the poorest communities in Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Middle East.

Christian Aid believe that poverty is more than a lack of money or food; it is the
lack of power. So they work with local grassroots organisations to empower
the local communities to lift themselves out of poverty. This is the key to
sustainability – when a community is invested in their own development, they
will grow it. Over the 75 years that they have been working, they have also
been involved in campaigning for justice, from apartheid in South Africa, the
Fairtrade movement, Drop the Debt and currently Climate Justice. They believe
that it is the systems and structures in place in the rich world which ultimately
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keep the poorest poor, and as Christians, we are called to stand up for those
who suffer injustice.

The passages that we heard today from the gospel of St John and the epistle of
John are both themed around love.

St John says that fulfilling God’s commandments is an act of love, not a burden.
We love others because God loves us, unconditionally and without merit. As
we love God and demonstrate that love to others, we receive God’s joy despite
anything that we are going through.

I’m sure we can all identify with this; the joy of seeing the face of a loved one
when you have done something special for them or shown them love
unexpectedly. Expressing God’s love brings joy not only to others but to us too.
For Jesus to speak of joy when he himself is on the threshold of deep trial and
suffering is an indication of what joy is. It was for the joy set before him that he
endured the cross. Despite the suffering of Good Friday and the silence of Holy
Saturday, this is a joy that believes that Resurrection Sunday is coming. This joy
does not deny sorrow or suffering but co-exists with them.

Jesus’s parting words in John’s gospel are an encouragement to abide in the
love of God and receive joy that goes beyond our circumstances. And he
knows that they are going to need each other to get through. Their love for one
another and their sacrificial giving for their friends will strengthen them to
endure. It is not duty, obligation or command that will enable them to remain
faithful and bear lasting fruit. It is love and joy.

Love and joy are what lie at the heart of Christian Aid’s work. I want to tell you
about two women in Kenya, Rose and Florence.

To put their stories into context, we need to be aware that climate change is
happening mainly as a result of the high carbon emissions produced by
countries in the developed world. However, those who are suffering the most
from the effects of climate change are the poorest communities, like the
communities of Rose and Florence where the weather has become more
extreme.

Drought has become more frequent and intense, resulting in millions of people
being short of food as they are unable to grow crops. With no access to reliable
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water sources or a way to capture rainfall, many communities are struggling to
survive.

Without water, every day is a struggle. Without water, Rose is thirsty and
hungry. This is her climate crisis. She says ‘When I was a young girl, there was
plenty of food.’ Rose strives to provide for her grandchildren who live with her.
She does all she can to give them happy childhoods, but the climate crisis is
driving her to the brink. In times of drought, Rose sets out on a long and
dangerous journey every morning to collect water for her family. She walks on
an empty stomach. ‘We have to walk long distances. We are suffering,’ she
says.

By contrast we hear about Florence. Florence is full of life, love and laughter.
The women in her farming group look up to her. She’s courageous and kind.

A few years ago, her husband died, leaving her a widow. At that time, she had
no water to grow crops. Her children were hungry. She had to walk for hours on
dangerous journeys to collect water. ‘Life was miserable,’ she told us.

But things have changed for Florence. Next to her farm, Florence is proud to
show us something remarkable – a dam, full of fresh water. It’s thanks to the
donations made to Christian Aid that Florence and her community have built
this water dam just a short walk away from her village, with the help of our
partner Anglican Development Services – Eastern (ADSE).

With this dam, Florence can grow tomatoes, onions and chillies on her farm.
With this dam, her children can eat healthy, nutritious vegetables. It’s her
source of life and joy. Florence also uses the water from the dam to keep bees.
She sells the rich, golden honey for cash at the market. Now, Florence is
reaping a good life for herself and her family.

She says: ‘I have been sustained by the earth dam. My life has changed. I am
very happy. You can see it in my face: my face is shining. I have strength and
power.’

Water is life-giving. We all need it, rich, poor; old young; in Africa, in the UK, in
Spain.

There is an interesting verse in the reading that we heard from the Acts of the
Apostles. When the Holy Spirit was received by the Gentiles, Peter says "Can
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anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have?"

The gifts that God provides are available to all. The early Christians were Jews
and were surprised that God was bringing Gentiles into the Christian family.
But God is generous and inclusive. How could they withhold the baptism from
people who God has accepted?

Augustine (one of the early forefathers of the church) described the sacrament
of baptism as ‘an outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible grace’. In
other words, water makes visible the work of the Holy Spirit.

Living in Tenerife, I’m not sure we class the rain as a blessing or a nuisance. It
can cause chaos when it does come, but for communities like Rose’s and
Florence’s, it is vital and needs to be harvested for the dry seasons.

In baptism, water is symbolic of new life and the believer being baptised dying
to the old way of life and being raised up to something new. The water
provided by the dams in Kenya has been a source of new life through the
transformation it has brought to their communities.

Florence knows that she is blessed, and she also knows others are struggling to
cope without a reliable water source and wishes the same blessings she has
received will be granted to them: She says ‘There is a village nearby – they
don’t have an earth dam. They are suffering. I am thankful to people who have
donated to build this earth dam. I am praying God will increase their giving.’

How can anyone withhold water from those communities that need it for their
thirsty animals, for the crops, for their survival? Water is being withheld from
Rose’s community because of climate change, but we can be God’s provision.
We can help provide that necessary water by giving to Christian Aid this
Christian Aid Week.

For example, €4 could teach 10 farmers how to plant drought-tolerant crops
that can survive the drought €10 could buy a pair of taps at a water point
which will be installed at an earth dam, making it easier for people to fetch
water and €40 could buy 350kg of cement, which is needed to build an earth
dam.
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I know that times are tough for everyone at the moment, but please give
whatever you can and as generously as you can to show God’s love to people
like Rose so that she can have the joy that we see in Florence.

Let’s demonstrate God’s love to our neighbours joyfully and generously.

A few moments of silent reflection are recommended.

The Profession of Faith, either the following or one of the traditional creeds:

We believe in God the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us
with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Faithful God, Your Son Jesus Christ gave us a new commandment of love for
each other, and so we ask you to teach us to love you in our neighbour, that by
serving them we might also serve you.
Mighty God we pray for your Church; our Christian sisters and brothers
worshipping around the world, many of whom are facing persecution and
hardship. We pray for our Archbishop Justin, Bishops Robert and David,
Archdeacon David and Area Dean Medhat. We give thanks for your steadfast
love for our Church of St. Francis and all who serve you here. We ask your
continuing blessing on our charity shop and all who assist there.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Gracious God, thank you for the many blessings of democracy and for the
freedom we enjoy both in the United Kingdom and here in Spain. We pray for
our governments and all elected members. We raise before you all who devote
themselves to the common good and pray that more Christians will enter into
public service. Lord, we give you thanks for the blessings of our countries and
pray that they are given wisdom in dealing with the effects of the pandemic. We
ask your blessing on the respective sovereigns, Queen Elizabeth and King
Felipe.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer
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Creator God, who speaks through unexpected people, we thank you for
contemporary prophets who are challenging us to act on climate change; for
indigenous people and their invaluable knowledge of the land and sea where
they live, for scientists dedicating their careers to warning us about changes to
the planet, and for young people raising their voices. We pray that you will help
those in power to hear their prophetic voices. Help them to see beyond
short-term political priorities and business plans and give them wisdom and
courage when they face difficult decisions.
Lord, in your Mercy........Hear our Prayer

Provider God, we thank you for the work of Christian Aid and particularly
today we thank you for Florence; thank you for the joy that fills her life and for
the provision of water which has enabled her to live a fuller life. We pray for
Rose and for so many others like her who are suffering first-hand the
consequences of climate change. We pray that Christian Aid’s work would
flourish to provide for their needs, that more dams would be built in the coming
months. And we pray that you will show us how we can play our part in
providing for those in need.
Lord, in your Mercy........Hear our Prayer

Father God, help us all to be a part of the healing ministry of your church. Help
us to constantly pray for those we know who are suffering in body, mind or
spirit and in a moment of silence we lift to you those who need you touch
including our friends Petrina Thompson and Carol Hart. Deepen our love for
our neighbours, near and far. Help us to console the sorrowful and give hope to
the dying.
Lord, in your Mercy....... Hear our Prayer

Holy God, send us out into the world today mindful that as witnesses and
servants, we should share your love and your hope with those we meet. Give us
the strength to put our words into action and to share our resources with those
who are striving for justice. And give us the confidence to stand up against
injustice.
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Let us pray to our Father in heaven who loves us with so great a love that he
came among us as one of us in the person of Jesus, who taught us to pray:
Our Father……

You may wish to offer this or an alternative prayer of spiritual communion, and/or in silence
just sit in the peace of the ever-present Lord for a while.
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In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and across
the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy word and receiving
the Precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup
of Life, I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son
who gave his life for us. Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit
that I may be filled with your presence.  Amen.

Concluding Prayer
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:  may we
thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is
alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen.

Blessing
God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the
victory, give you joy and peace in your faith; and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and with those you love
and pray for, today and always.  Amen.

Let us go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!

About today’s preacher.
Jill Pargeter has been an active member of the Anglican Church of St Francis since coming to
live and work in Tenerife last year. She worked for 18 years with Christian Aid and was
latterly their Deputy Head of South West Area in England. She has travelled extensively with
the organisation particularly in Latin America and has also represented them in Europe. Jill is
a graduate in French and Spanish.
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