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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: We Are Called
Lately I have found myself
thinking a lot about the
different roles we play in our
lives. I am a pastor, a wife, an
animal caretaker, a daughter,
a crafter, a friend, a sister,
a Lutheran Christian, and
an aunt. I have woven these
different identities together
in a number of ways over the
years, but the one that has me
rethinking it all is the call to be
a mother to Alice Ann. Each
one of us, as we are set free by
water and the Word in Holy
Baptism, is called by God to
share with others, through
word and deed, our new life
in Christ by serving God and neighbor. As Lutherans,
we talk about the different ways that God equips and
sends us to live out our baptismal calling using the
term “vocation” (Latin: vocare,“to call”). Our identity
is first and foremost a beloved child of God, and the
unique way that takes shape in the world is a “calling”.
During the 16th century, the church often supported
a rather narrow understanding of “vocation,” namely
that each person had one calling and, depending on
what that calling was, you might be doing more or less
holy work. For instance, a farmer or a shopkeeper was
called to their work, but it was not nearly as holy a task
as being a monk or a nun. The holy orders of those
whose vocation involved a life completely devoted to
the church was the ultimate holy calling, and all others
were nice but ultimately second best.
But Martin Luther, as the Spirit led him from being a
monk to a husband to a teacher to a parent, developed
a different theology of vocation, one that demolished
any sense of a hierarchy. For Luther, all various callings
were important and equal in their potential to serve
and honor God. Whether it was a vocation directly
linked to public ministry (such as that of a monk or
pastor or bishop) or something that made our everyday
lives run (such as a parent, baker, spouse, doctor, etc.),
Luther understood that each of these ways of serving
God and neighbor were holy and important responses
to our baptismal identity.
The reason this strikes a chord for me is because
it helps us to balance out priorities and remember
that the different roles we have are not just random
aspects of our lives but important callings from God.
It can be easier for people to see how serving as a
pastor is a calling, but how about your job as a teacher
or a plumber? How about your work raising kids or
grandkids or in the way you care for your garden.
Indeed, each of these tasks that you have found yourself

in is something that God can
and will use to show God’s
love to others. How might
seeing these callings as “holy”
and “serving God” change
the time, attention, and
importance we give them?
Our first daughter, Alice
Ann, will be here in no time,
and as we prepare for her
birth I am reminded that each
of the different hats I wear—
pastor, mother, wife, friend—
involves holy work that
requires time, intentionality,
and a focus on the cross.
Each calling we have is not just “work” we do,
but a holy task that God will use to transform our
world—maybe through inventions, heroic deeds,
leading prayers and assisting in worship, or even for
one tiny little person who is just beginning their own
life journey. Either way, these tasks require time and
attention, lest we sweep them under the rug as “less
important” and ignore how God might be able to use
them to reveal God’s glory.
As you go about life, remember that you have been
called in baptism to serve God and one another, and
the Holy Spirit has equipped you with many gifts to
do so. Whether you are an accountant, a teacher, a
lawyer, a student, a parent, a child, or a member of
a community, do your work with the cross of Christ
as your model and do that work to the best of your
ability so that God may have the glory. Give it the time
and attention that a task serving God requires, and
remember that what you are doing is holy work.
Your partner in God’s mission,
+Pastor Courtney
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New year’s eve

God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday

NEW YEAR’S EVE IN JEOPARDY: If you missed
the article in last month’s newsletter, our New Year’s
Eve Celebration for the community is seriously in
jeopardy. Two of the three organizers are no longer
available to help because of other commitments and the
one remaining, Ellen Warntz, will no doubt have hip
replacement during the month of September. We are
looking for members to step up to assist in organizing
the volunteers needed to set up for and the clean up after
the evening’s festivities. We have about 600 community
members arrive early and stay late participating in hat
creations, craft projects, musical entertainment and of
course, the FOOD! Our reputation for providing a safe
and fun evening for families is well known. If you are
interested in helping, please contact the church office
with your name or speak directly to Ellen or Pastor
Courtney. It seems that we are forgetting that God’s
challenge to us is to go out into the world and touch
people’s lives. On New
Year’s Eve, you only have
to show up at Grace to
spread God’s love for
everyone.
And don’t
forget, those who give
receive more in return.
What a way to start the
New Year!!

September 9, we will begin with joint worship
at 10:00 a.m., followed by a lunch provided for the
congregation (not potluck), and then folks will join
various service projects to show that we are called to
be God’s hands of love in our world, such as preparing
care packages for our college students, sanctuary set
up, writing cards for our homebound members, and
possibly a clean-up effort on the York Rail Trail with
members of Southern
York Conference of
Lutheran
churches.
Worship will feature
a special offering for
The Den, afterschool
program sponsored
by the Red Lion
Ministerium for Mazie
Gable
Elementary
School.

Financial Wellness
Community Classes

Have you attended any to the
financial wellness classes yet? They
are free and held here at the church
at 6:00 p.m. Childcare is provided.
Register by calling 717-244-5987 or
email: office@gracethutheran.org
at least 10 days prior to the class
date you want to attend. This month’s offerings are:

LOCAL MUSIC
The Gaither Vocal Band will be performing
locally, on their “Here and Now” Tour. It will be on
Saturday, September 29, 6:00 p.m. at the Christian
Life Assembly, located at 2645 Lisburn Road, Camp
Hill, PA. For tickets call 1/855-484-1991 or go online:
PremierProductions.com

September 12 – Debt Management (Money
Basics 101 series)
September 26 – Understanding Today’s
Retirement Income Challenges (Financial
Education 201 series)

Announcements

Gift Cards Support the
Church

Acolytes Needed- We need acolytes
and greeters for the 10:45 a.m.
services. If you would like to acolyte,
sign up on the easel in the Welcome
Center. If you can be a greeter, see
Andy Sprenkle or Pastor Courtney to
volunteer.

We have Giant, Weis and
Jerry’s Great Valu store cards
available in denominations of
$50. They are available Sundays
in the back of the Spirit Cellar
service or the Welcome Center
between services. If you would like other dollar
amounts, Dee Kerr will order them for you by calling
her at 717-244-0083. Please make checks payable
to Grace Lutheran Church. This is an important
fundraiser for the church and a win-win for everyone.
You get gift cards to do the shopping you do already
and the church gets a commission.

Choir and Handbells Resume- Practices for music
begin in September. Choir will begin Wednesday,
September 12 and will be held from 7- 8:00 p.m. Bells
will begin on the same day from 8 – 9:00 p.m. on the
balcony. New members are welcome!
Food Pantry Needs- We continue to need laundry
detergent, dish detergent, shampoo and body wash.
Thank you for helping if you are able.
Graceful Women- Graceful Women will meet on
September 6 in the Welcome Center. Pastor Courtney
will lead the meeting.
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There were no Pastoral
Acts and no Council
meeting last month.

Strangers in Kenya

Stewardship of our work
life

Ryan and Heather
Murphy teach and
serve at Rift Valley
Academy (RVA) in
Kenya, East Africa.
Since 2005, they
have taught English
(Ryan) and History
(Heather), served as
department chairs,
coached basketball,
led worship teams, and discipled numerous students.
Together with their three children Micah, Asher, and
Claire, they enjoy serving the Lord in Africa. For
financial donations please click to the right (at the
hidden side bar) for a link to AIM giving site, or please
contact us.

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him. --Colossians 3:17
The priesthood of all believers has been characterized
as Martin Luther’s most underappreciated theological
insight. Simply put, Luther observed that God calls
all Christians -- not just pastors -- to lives of holiness.
Every one of us, not just priests, accomplishes God’s
holy work, regardless of what we do for work, whether
employed or working at home.
It’s a simple idea, and one that certainly elevates our
“job” to a new status, but it can be hard to live out.
Here are some tips:
Think disciple: You may know to be a disciple
in church, but prayerfully imagine how you can
be a follower of Jesus at work, too!

RVA is a school for MKs (missionary kids) whose
parents serve throughout the continent of Africa.
With over 100 years of rich history, RVA has played
an instrumental role in the lives of countless MKs.
The current student body of nearly 500 includes more
than 20 different nationalities. By providing a highquality education and a safe haven for the children of
missionaries, RVA continues to play a foundational role
in the missions movement throughout the continent of
Africa. We receive many letters from parents assuring
us that they could not continue in their ministries
were it not for RVA’s presence. The solid Christian
environment provided by RVA allows parents to
perform their God-given duties with the confidence
that their children are receiving excellent care and an
outstanding education.

Think excellence: There’s satisfaction in doing
your best. Knowing that your work is holy can
provide not only incentive but also a satisfaction
boost.
Think relationship: They’re not just your
coworkers, they’re also the neighbors whom
Christ commands us to serve and to love as
ourselves.
Think service: Every workplace holds
challenges for your employer, coworkers and
customers. How can your experience and gifts
help?

To accomplish this work, the Murphys are sponsored
by our congregation. However, if you can make an
additional contribution, they are required to continue
their support commitment. The fee structure at RVA
is designed to provide for all day-to-day operational
needs of the school. This is possible largely because
all of the missionary staff members raise their own
financial support, thus eliminating much of the need
for salaries. Having said this, the school can always
benefit from contributions from outside sources. The
single greatest contribution you can make is to keep
the school in your prayers. We have experienced God’s
constant faithfulness, and we give Him the glory for
His hand of mercy on us.

Think priest: You are called to be a holy person
24/7. How does this awareness invite you to
change your behavior and attitude toward your
work?
We spend so much of our lives in our jobs, we can’t
park our faith at the door. Instead, we bring the light of
Christ to the workplace as holy people of God’s reign!
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org.

Beyond that, financial contributions can also be
made toward specific projects (such as our Student
Outreach or Professional Development funds), or to
the General Project fund where they will be designated
by management to the most urgent financial needs of
the school. Financial contributions made to the school
that require a tax deductible receipt should be sent
through our AIM sending offices. Please visit www.
aimint.org for the contact information of these offices,
and for specific instructions regarding donations.
Financial gifts not requiring a tax deductible receipt
can be arranged directly with the school by emailing
the RVA Business Office at business@rva.org.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Book Club

What’s In the Display case?
Back to School Memories! Did
you go to a one room schoolhouse?
If not, imagine a school sharing
one Teacher and one Classroom. In
the 19th and early 20th centuries,
most American students attended
a one-room classroom. The teacher
taught all grades in reading, writing,
arithmetic, history and geography.
Students often memorized and
recited their lessons.

We took a vacation
in August and we are
now ready to read Wolf
Hollow by Lauren Wolt.
Goodreads.com has this to
say about the book:
“Growing up in the
shadows cast by two
world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady
life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new
student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty
quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative,
and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things
quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I Veteran
Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others have
always seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows
only kindness. She will soon need to find the courage
to stand as a lone voice of justice as
tensions mount.”

Many schools also served as the local chapel on
Sundays, and evening/Saturday meeting places
for local people and activities. Being mostly rural,
many schools had no water or sanitation. Teaching
standards often varied from school to school as the
teacher was compelled to coach children of all ages/
grades within one room and regardless of their area
of main competence. The quality of facilities at oneroom schools varied with local economic conditions,
and generally, the number of children at each grade
level would vary with local populations.

The book club meets every third
week of the month on Thursday at
6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center. If
you would like a copy of the book,
see Jen Rudolf or Geri Jacobs.
Everyone who loves to read is
welcome!

A typical school day was 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with
morning and afternoon recesses of 15 minutes each
and an hour period for lunch. "The older students
were given the responsibility of bringing in water,
carrying in coal or wood for the stove. The younger
students would be given responsibilities according to
their size and gender such as cleaning the black board
(chalkboard), taking the erasers outside for dusting
plus other duties that they were capable of doing.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

The teachers that taught in the one-room, rural
schools were very special people. During the winter
months they would get to the school early to get a fire
started in the potbelly stove, so the building would be
warm for the students. On many occasions they would
prepare a hot, noon meal on top of the stove, usually
consisting of soup or stew of some kind. They took care
of their students like a new mother hen would care for
her newly hatched chicks; always looking out for their
health and welfare.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

The teacher's residence, or teacherage, was often
attached to the school, or very close by, so that a male
teacher's wife and family were an integral part of
the management and support system for the school.
Single, female teachers were more
often billeted or boarded with a local
family to provide for social norms
requiring social supervision of single
females. The school house was the
center and focus for thousands of
rural communities, hamlets, and
small towns. Often, town meetings
and picnics were also held there.
Taken:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
One-room_school

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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September Celebrations

FOOD
PANtry
GEARS UP!

Happy Birthday

On Sunday, August 26, children attending Family
Summer Sunday school, their parents and other
volunteers assembled in the food room to put
together the Health and Beauty Care boxes for our
food distribution on September 10. The focus of the
activity was to introduce our children to the outreach ministry here at Grace and also to encourage
them to think about helping others who reside in our
communities. Included in the boxes were body wash,
shampoo, a pack of safety pins, laundry detergent, dish
detergent, tissues, toilet paper and paper towels. Then
on the 9th of September, during ‘God’s Work, Our
Hands,’ volunteers will help with sanctuary set-up,
Graceful Women will assemble care packages for our
college students and several other projects that Pastor
Courtney has yet to finalize. It is the hope of Pastor and
the Council that many volunteers will participate in
this up-lifting day. Lunch will be served at 11:10 a.m.
featuring Tom Taute’s crab soup and Ellen Warntz’s
chicken rice soup. Ice cream sundaes will follow for
dessert. Please pray about your ability to help during
this time of fellowship and stewardship.

01- Jeffrey Arnold
01- Hunter Jones
02- John Hartman
02- Trevor Manahan
04- Dee Bowles
05- Diana Bailey
05- Brett Hammers
07- Jessie Fishel
07- Susan Hammers
08- Nancy Becker
10- Kathleen Shaffer
11- Peggy Ericson
11- Andreas Hont
11- Mason Shaffer
11- Matthew Shaffer
11- Andrea Stanley
12- Jennifer Lloyd
12- Robin Walker
13- Joe Turek
14- Holly Barker

Lutheran Camping

Just because summer camp is over doesn’t mean our
church camps are closing. This month on September
15 is Lutheran Camping Night at the York Revolution.
See the website for more details on this activity or take
a look at what is happening
at the three wonderful
nature spaces our Lutheran
camps have to offer. They
have events for all ages.
The website is:
www.
lutherancamping.org. You
can also call 717- 677-8211.

14- Sharon Hont
14- Marion Wiemert
15- Alec Crawford
16- Sharon Phillips
17- Lillien Kiehner
17- Jennifer Kuhn
19- Bradley Mummert
19- Carol Vigna
23- Robert W. Miller
23- Wade Vigna
24- Adam Golden
24- Sami Peters
25- Cindy Christenberry
26- Morgan Gwinn
27- Lesa Arnold
27-James Isett
27- Ralph Urey
28- Michael Atkins
29- Sharon Bucher

Wedding Anniversaries

01- Zach & Bryel Turner
04- John & Laura Hartman
09- Ronald & Nancy Golden
11- Richard & Geri Jacobs
11- Germar & Jennifer Rudolf
13- Dee & Carl Bowles
18- Robert & Jessie Fishel
28- Kurt & Tammy Golden
29- Mark & Linda Ricci

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
September’s flowers are sponsored by:
02 - Richard Rhine
09 - Mrs. Edward Arnold
16 - Connie Heiss
23 - Barb Slavinsky
30 - Grace Lutheran

The Beacon is brought to you by:

October’s flowers are sponsored by:
09- Robert Miller
14- Carolyn Noll
21- Ed Dellinger
Dee Kerr (PEDESTALS)
28- Doris Douglas

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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6
25

23
24
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Worship Service
- Traditional



30
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Worship Service
- Traditional

18

16
17
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship
10:00 am: Sunday School
10:45 am: Worship Service
- Traditional

12:00 pm: Food Pantry Sanctuary Set-up

11

9
10:00 am: God's Work,
Our Hands Sunday

10
9:00 am: Food
Distribution
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MONDAY

2
3
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Labor Day - Church
Contemporary Worship Office Closed
10:45 am: Worship Service
- Traditional

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

26
6:00 pm: Financial
Education
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice

19
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice

12
6:00 pm: Money Basics
101
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice
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WEDNESDAY

14

7

20
21
Beacon (Newsletter) ~ Due
Date for next month's issue
6:30 pm: Book Club
6:30 pm: Men's Faith Huddle
at Mexitaly (with Zion
Lutheran)
27
28

13
6:30 pm: Church Council
meeting

6
7:00 pm: Graceful Women

THURSDAY

September
FRIDAY

29

22

15
2:00 pm: Wedding
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SATURDAY

